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Woman expelled from Israeli-held zone 

T^r South Lebanon Army (SLA) 

“i&SV ^ Ued a 65-year-old woman 
orcupi^ bonder zone of southern Lebanon without mvinn 
h^ a reason, secunty sources said. SLA miiitiamen fn t SS 
by a taxi entered Khadijeh 

{SPSS B ^?'^ 1 l? IlVe ?mve in 1,15 vi Uage of Tair 
Haifa, in the west of the Israeli-occupied border area at mid- 
day, the sources said. They tokl the Shiite Muslim she was 
Pe ^ 0D H , t^" SI l la m,hezorieand ordered her to.get in the 

began to ciy and teU 

housc ’ ra y ,ands and my properties, but 
they refiised to ten." she said. -They did nm even S2 

Wer ? expelling me.*’ Ms. Bayyad, who 
*®T s bouse in the southern port city of 
TVre, sud the nuJitia had refused 10 days ago to grant per- 
tmts to her two daughters. Joumana, 27. and Linda, 2*Uo 
return to the border zone after a visit to Tyre. 
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Militants accuses PNA police of ‘repression* 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Two Palestinian groups said Fri- 
day dial they have been unable to cjffy out jnv ;mti- 
Israeli attacks since March because of “repression*' by 
Yasser Arafat's Palestinian police in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Spokesmen for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas, and Islamic Jihad told the Lon- 
don-based daily A I Sharq Al Awsat that the Palestin- 
ian security services had thwarted a number of their 
planned operations. "We ha\e tried to curry out sui- 
cide operations but we have failed because of repres- 
sion of our militants and members m the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank." said Islamic Jihad Secretary Gener- 
al Ramadan Abdallah Shallah. Hania.s spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosheh told the Arabic newspaper that his 
organisation had not carried out an\ attacks on Israelis 
in recent months for the same reason. 
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King receives call 
from UAE leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on Fri- 
day received a phone call 
from Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan, president of 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). who assured the King 
of his good health. The UAE 
leader recently underwent 
suigey at the Mayo Clininc in 
the U.S. The King and Sheikh 
Zayed reviewed the latest 
developments in the region. 

Israelis shoot 
Palestinian in Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded a Palestinian man 
Friday near th Jewish settle- 
ment of Gush Katif in the 
Gaza Strip, Palestinian police 
and hospital officials said. A 
spokesman at the Nasser 
Hospital said the man was 
shot in the leg with live 
ammunition. Palestinian 
police said the incident 
occurred when Israeli sol- 
diers stopped two Palestinian 
men trying to cross through 
on army checkpoint near 
Gush Katif to reach a nearby 
beach. “The Israelis started 
slapping and beating one of 
the men and when the second 
f man tried to intervene, the 
soldiers shot him in the leg," 
said a senior Palestinian offi- 
cer serving with the joint 
Israeli-Palestinian military 
liaison committee. “We 
protested the shooting to the 
Israelis and the joint liaison 
committee has set up an 
inquiry into the incident," the 
officer told AFP. An Israeli 
army spokeswoman said the 
man was shot .when be tried' 
to seize one of the Israelis’ 
weapons- 

Arafat, Netanyahu 
to visit Spain 

MADRID (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu have 
separately accepted invita- 
1 lions to visit Spain to mark 
' the fifth anniversary of the 
Madrid conference which 
launched the Middle East 
peace process, a Spanish 
official said Friday. However, 
the two men will arrive on 
different dates. Mr. Arafat is 
expected in Madrid on OcL 
30 or 31, while Mr. 
Netanyahu will probably 
arrive at the start of Novem- 
ber, foreign ministry 
spokesman Inocencio Arias 
said. The double invitation 
was made by Spanish Prime 
Minister Jose Maria Aznar, 
Mr. Arias said. As well as a 
symbolic gesture, Spain 
wants to use the anniversary 
of the 1991 conference which 
launched peace talks 
betweeen Israel and die 
Palestinians, to stress the 
need for the two sides to 
continue dialogue. 

UJS. to evacuate more 
refugees from Iraq 

ANKARA ( AFP) — Wash- 
r Jington is on the verge of 
evacuating 700 Kurdish 
refugees from northern Iraq 
to the United States through 
Turkey, Turkish sources said 
Friday. The operation to evac- 
uate mainly former employ- 
ees of humanitarian organisa- 
tions and their families could 
start as soon as Saturday, they 
added. The refugees will be 
transported across the Iraq- 
Turkey border to Diyarbakir, 
from where they will be 
flown to die Pacific island of 
Guam where the United 
Stines has a military base. 
"The plan exists but its date 
has not yet been finalised," a 
source dose to security ser- 
vices said from Diyarbakir in 
southeastern Turkey. The 
United States last month 
evacuated from northern Iraq 
nearly 2,000 local people, 
mainly Kurds working for 
„ JJ.S. agencies and their fami- 
: .iies, who feared persecution 
by Baghdad after an Iraqi 
Kurdish faction backed by 
President Saddam Hussein 
seized the main city of 
Erbil. 


Taba talks adjourned 
without Hebron deal 

Palestinians say differences among 
Israeli negotiators block agreement 

Ross optimistic of accord in weekend 
meetings before negotiations resume 


TABA (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) on Fri- 
day adjourned until Mon- 
day talks on implementing 
a long-delayed Israeli troop 
redeployment in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, 
negotiators said. 

The sides had seemed 
close to agreement during 
U.S.-brokered talks in 
Egypt’s Red Sea resort of 
Taba late on Thursday but 
encountered a setback. 
Palestinian sources said. 

“We have agreed to con- 
tinue meetings on Monday 
alternating between Eilat 
and Taba. On the weekend, 
subcommittees will be 
meeting.” Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfour 
told reporters. 

“We have agreed to con- 
tinue talks not only on 
Hebron but also on other 
outstanding issues. We 
have not reached a frame- 
work of agreement over 
Hebron because of the 
internal disputes in the 
Israeli delegation yester- 
day," Mr. Asfour said. 

Israeli negotiating team 
spokesman Moshe Fogel 
had earlier denied Palestin- 
ian claims of disputes 
between political and mili- 
tary representatives on the 
Israeli delegation. 

“It's unfortunate that the 


Palestinians are involved in 
disinformation of that 
type,” Mr. Fogel told 
Reuters. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross, 
mediating the talks, told 
reporters in Taba differ- 
ences hod been narrowed 
but each side had “con- 
cerns.” He vowed to work 
until an agreement was in 
hand. 

“We’ll be back down here 
on Monday and work will 
continue until we reach 
agreement,” Mr. Ross said. 

“The signature of an 
agreement in principle (on 
Hebron) is near and should 
be achieved in the coming 
days,” Israeli chief negotia- 
tor Dan Shomron told jour- 
nalists after three days of 
sessions. 

Mr. Asfour expressed 
dismay that an agreement 
could not be finalised. 

“Everything is close, but 
when will we sign?” he 
said. “With the Israeli side, 
from our experience you 
can’t know until the signing 
itself.” 

Mr. Ross said discussions 
would continue Saturday 
night and Sunday, then the 
full delegations would 
return op Monday for talks 
in Taba and Eilat. 

“We will continue these 
discussions until we reach 

agreement as soon as pos- * (Continued on page 7) 


sible on Hebron, that is the 
first priority, but we will 
discuss other issues as 
well,” he said. 

“We had good and pro- 
ductive discussions, we 
have narrowed differences 
and progress has been 
made, but there is siiJi work 
to be done and we have not 
overcome all the differ- 
ences,” he said. 

The difficult talks have 
focused on Israeli demands 
that the Oslo blueprint for 
withdrawal of its army 
from 80 per cent of Hebron 
be amended to provide 
greater security guarantees 
for 400 Jewish settlers liv- 
ing amid the city's 120,000 
Palestinians. 

Palestinians say Israel's 
security concerns are base- 
less since the Oslo agree- 
ment would gram it control 
over one-fifth of the city 
even though Jews make up 
less than one per cent of the 
population. 

They have, however, 
offered a strengthening of 
security guarantees already 
in the accords. 

The Palestinians also 
want Hebron resolved in a 
package deal involving 
implementation of . other 
issues left outstanding from 
Oslo. 


Djerejian reportedly in renewed 
bid to narrow Syrian-Israeli gaps 

Secret Baker mission of 1995 found U.S. 
could bridge differences — former envoy 


By P.V. Vivefeanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former U.S. 
Ambassador Edward Djere- 
jian was reported on Friday 
to have renewed an effort to 
narrow gaps between Syria 
and Israel and relaunch 
their peace negotiations 
which are stalled since Feb- 
ruary this year. 

According to reports in 
the Israeli media, Mr. 
Djerejian, who ended a 
Middle East visit in 
Amman on Thursday, made 
a quick trip to the King 
Hussein Bridge and deliv- 
ered a message from Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. The 
message was given to 
Netanyahu advisor Do re 
Gold, according to the 
reports. 

The message, Israeli tele- 
vision said, was in reply to 
one that Mr. Djerejian, a 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Israel and Syria and an ex- 
consul in Jordan, had car- 
ried from Mr. Netanyahu to 
President Assad. 

Mr. Djerejian visited 
Israel and Syria early this 
week before arriving in 
Amman on Tuesday. In 
remarks in Amman, he said 
the tour was of a private 
nature. 

The Syrian reply to Mr. 
Netanyahu, according to 
the Israeli media reports, 
was positive. 

Israel’s Jerusalem Post 
quoted senior Israeli offi- 
ials as saying the negotia- 
tions with Syria would 


resume following U.S. 
presidential elections on 
Nov. 5. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times early Thurs- 
day, Mr. Djerejian indicated 
that President Assad had 
reaffirmed that he was 
ready for resumed negotia- 
tions with Israel as along as 
the basic goal, that the 
Golan would be returned to 
Syria, is established. 

“The real issue in Syria is 
very basic,” said Mr. Djere- 
jian. As President Assad 
has stated “both privately 
and pubiicly...if there has to 
be peace it has to be land 
for peace. This is an essen- 
tial requirement.. ..the fun- 
damental requirement is the 
return of the Golan.” 

Once this is established 
and accepted by Israel, then 
“everything else...meetmg 
the mutual needs of both 
sides...is totally nego- 
tiable," Mr. Djerejian said. 

By the same token, he 
said. Mr. Netanyahu’s 
“Lebanon-first” option was 
a non-starter and said he 
supported Mr. Assad’s call 
for “Lebanon First and 
Syria first,” 

In the interview, Mr. 
Djerejian studiously kept 
away from giving any clue 
to his new mission, but he 
had made no secret that he 
had visited Israel and Syria 
before arriving in Jordan On 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Djerejian confirmed 
that he and former Secre- 
tary of State James Baker ^ 
were involved in a media- 1 
tion effort between Israel 
and Syria in early 1995 and 


that the resumption of 
meetings between the 
chiefs of staff of the two 
countries in May of that 
year was a direct result of 
the effort 

The 1995 effort he said, 
came at the initiative of Mr. 
Baker, who had reported on 
its results to President Bill 
Clinton and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

Mr. Djerejian, who is now 
serving as first director of 
Baker Institute in Texas, 
said he and Mr. Baker were 
concerned over the lack of 
progress in the Syrian- 
Israeli track of negotiations 
and “time was wasted” 
particularly that “1996 was 
coming...(and) the elections 
in the U.S. and the elections 
in Israel...” 

“These two elections will 
be an inhibitive factor...” in 
advancing the peace talks, 
he said. “So we looked at 
what could be done and 
what could not be 
done...and Mr. Baker asked 
me whether there was any 
way we could make 
arrangement to get into 
Israel and into Syria with- ^ 
out any publicity because" 
we did not want to politi- 
cise it,” he said. 

The duo slipped into 
Israel without any publicity 
and met with the then 
Israeli prime minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin, and slipped 
out ‘again and visited Syria 
where they met with Presi- 
dent Assad: 

Mr. Djerejian described 

both meetings as fruitful 

.(Continued on page 7) 



Israelis and Palestinians march together down the main street leading into Ramallah while a Palestinian policeman looks at the 
banner reading, ‘Let’s make the Peace Process Work* Some 50 Israelis from the left-wing Meretz Part) took part in (he march 
in the area where several weeks ago Palestinian police and Israeli soldiers were involved in violent gunbatlles t Reuters photo) 


KDP launches own offensive to 
reduce PUK pressure on Erbil 


DEGALA, Iraq (Agencies) 
— Fighters of the Bagh- 
dad-backed Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
tried to break a partial siege 
around the city of Erbil on 
Friday, ahead of renewed 
U.S. talks to end a bitter 
Kurdish conflict. 

Witnesses said KDP * 
forces, firing Katyusha 
rockets and artillery shells, 
advanced to within two 
kilometres of the town of 
Koy Sanjak, held by the 
rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). 

The KDP said it would 
halt its push once it had 
taken Koy Sanjak and 
given Erbil a breather from 
days of PUK pressure. 

‘Today we want to enter 
Koy Sanjak, continue to 
Heibet Sultan mountain and 
then stop,” local KDP com- 
mander Arif Tayfur told 
Reuters in the town of 
Degala, near the frontline. 

The PUK. led by Jalal 
Talabani. Iasi week closed 
in on Erbil from several 
points, the closest being 
Degala 30 kilometres to the 
south. 

The status of Erbil, a city 
of 800,000 people and sym- 
bol of Kurdish autonomy 
hopes, could be key io 
peace negotiations. 

KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani is due to meet 
Robert Pelletreau. U.S. 


assistant secretary of state 
for Near Eastern affairs, 
next week for talks on end- 
ing the Kurdish feud. The 
meeting is likely to he in 
Turkey. 

“Ambassador Robert Pel- 
letreau will be travelling to 
the region to meet Mr 
Barzani next week,” the 
KDP said in a statemenr. 

Mr. Barzani on Thursday 
raised the stakes of the 
peace bid by threatening to 
call for Baghdad’s help 
against Mr. Talabani *s men. 

The KDP strongman 
allied himself with Iraqi 
forces in August to capture 
Erbil from the PUK. 
prompting U.S. missile 
attacks on military targets 
in southern Iraq in reprisal. 

Washington on Thursday 
urged the two warring 
groups to halt the fighting 
straight away. 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
S3id U.S. officials had 
made the “clear point ... 
that the KDP and the PUK 
need to move very quickly 
toward an immediate cease- 
fire” in a meeting with a 
KDP delegation in Wash- 
ington. 

Fighting which erupted 
between the two groups in 
August has seriously weak- 
ened Washington's position 
in nonhem Iraq, forcing the 
evacuation of U.S. aid. mil- 


itary and intelligence oper- 
ations and threatening to 
draw in Iraq and Iran. 

The KDP sought U.S. 
assurances that a ceasefire 
would hold. 

“Our question was what 
assurances we have that 
tomorrow we will have a 
ceasefire and it will not be 
violated." KDP spokesman 
Hoshyar Zebari said in 
Washington. 

Washington brokered two 
meetings in Ireland last 
year between the Kurdish 
factions but no solid settle- 
ment was reached. 

The Kurds broke from 
Baghdad at the end of the 
1991 Gulf war and set up a 
power-sharing parliament 
in Erbil which collapsed 
last year in an outbreak of 
fighting. 

That dispute was over 
control of Erbil and the dis- 
tribution of revenues from 
the KDP's makeshift oil 
trade across the Turkish 
border. 

Allegations of Iraqi and 
Iranian involvement have 
aggravated the feud this 
time around. Tehran and 
Mr. Talabani deny KDP 
charges that Iran is aiding 
the PUK with men ;md 
munitions. 

On Friday. KDP guerril- 
las cheered and waved yel- 

l Continued on page 7) 


Masood 

demands 

Taleban 

leave 

Kabul 

QARABAGH. Afghanistan 
(R) — Ousted government 
military commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood on 
Friday told Taleban fight- 
ers to quit Kabul, and 
backed his words with a 
hail of mortar and rocket 
fire north of die Afghan 
capital. 

"We want the Taleban to 
evacuate Kabul/’ he told 
Reuters in the town of 
Jabal os-Siraj. “A limited 
international force under 
U.N. supervision should 
control Kabul and pave the 
way for all-party talks on a 
broad-based government." 

Mr. Masood, who won 
renown as a guerrilla leader 
for his exploits against 
occupying Soviet troops in 
the l9S0s. made clear the 
alternative would be war. 

As he spoke, mortar 
bombs and rockets from 
forces led by Mr. Masood 
rained down on positions 
mound the key BagTam 
junction north of Kabul 
held by the purist Islamic 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ousted Lebed vows to fight back 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
knives were still out Friday 
for Alexander Lebed, Rus- 
sia’s ousted security chief, 
as parliament voted to cal! 
for an enquiry' into accusa- 
tions that he was trying to 
mourn a coup, while the 
Kremlin moved to strip him 
of his final powers. 

But Mr. Lebed himself, 
sacked by President Boris 
Yeltsin on Thursday as 
national security adviser, 
vowed to bounce back, say- 
ing he would continue to 
strive for power through 
democratic means. 

Meanwhile, the Russian 
executive, though visibly 
glowing in triumph at hav- 
ing got rid of its bete noir, 
was mulling whether Mr. 
Lebed, with his oven presi- 
dential ambitions and huge 
popularity, could be more 
dangerous to the govern- 
ment outside the Kremlin 
than he was inside. 

On Friday, the presidency 
moved to oust Mr. Lebed 
completely from all his 
positions of responsibility, 
saying the controversial 
Chechen portfolio would 
soon be removed from his 
remiL 

But the Kremlin stressed 
that it would continue along 
the path of peace which Mr. 


Lebed carved in Chechenva, 
signing a peace agreement 
with separatist rebels on 
Aug. 31. 

“You can now say that the 
federal powers will carefully 
follow the course of solving 
the conflict in Chechenya 
via peaceful means," presi- 
dential spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky said. 

Mr. Lebed was meanwhile 
fending off criticism from 
the lower house of parliu- 
menl. where Russian 
deputies, largely hostile to 
his Chechen peace initia- 
tives, approved during a first 
reading a text calling for the 
prosecutor general to exam- 
ine the allegations that he 
was try ing to mount a coup. 

The draft resolution, 
which must be further debat- 
ed before a second vote, 
calls for prosecutors to 
examine “the actions of 
officials which could present 
a threat for national security 
and result in a destabilisa- 
tion of the Russian state.” 

Ltltranationalist * leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
amplified the draft resolu- 
tion. 

“Military officials should 
slick to military affairs, 
civilian officials to civilian 
affairs." he said, urging an 
amendment to the law “to 


exclude military figures 
from presidential, parlia- 
mentary and gubernatorial 
elections." 

“Lebed lias fooled us on 
everything." said nationalist 
deputy Stanislav Go\ - 
orukhin. “He said one thing 
and did the opposite the 
next day. He made the presi- 
dent dance and led him to 
his heart attack, and no one 
said a word." 

Mr. Lebed for his pan 
announced Friday his inten- 
tion to fight his comer, dis- 
missing Mr. Yeltsin as “an 
elderly and sick person" 
who “bears the main 
responsibility” for the cur- 
rent crisis in Russia. 

He said he would be going 
to the theatre in the evening 
"to watch Ivan the Terrible, 
and leam how to run the 
sate properly/’ WTN tele- 
vision reported. 

“Bui I have to think about 
how of course it will be 
democratic," he added of 
his own ambition to rise (o 
power in Russia, in another 
veiled dismissal of the coup 
allegations issued by Interi- 
or Minister Anatoly 

Kulikov. 

Mr. Kulikov’s accusations 
amounted to the latest in a 
bitter power struggle 

between the abrasive Lebed, 


who has made no secret of 
his intention to succeed, and 
his growing number of ene- 
mies and rivals in the corri- 
dors of power. 

During his brief spell in 
the Kremlin. Mr. Lebed iso- 
lated himself by alienating 
his colleagues with his con- 
temptuous style and maver- 
ick comments on topics far 
removed from his own secu- 
rity beat. 

As he signed the decree 
dismissing him on Thursday, 
Mr. Yeltsin also singled out 
Mr. Lebed's insubordination 
and his showy electioneer- 
ing as unacceptable behav- 
iour on the part of a member 
of the executive team. 

"The elections are only in 
2000 and already a preelec- 
tion campaign is starting. I 
cannot tolerate this situation 
and am obliged to remove 
General Lebed from his 
duties/' Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Share prices in Moscow 
fell by up to four per cent 
across the board on Friday 
after foreign investors with- 
drew from the market in 
response to Mr. Lebed's dis- 
missal. But the ruble was 
steady at 5.434 to the dollar, 
analysis said. The price of 
shares in the giant gas com- 
pany Gazprom fell by 2.8 
per cent. 
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U.S. willing to supply 
arms to Lebanon but 
not to lift travel ban 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Thursday 
the United States is willing to 
supply the Lebanese army 
with military equipment but 
had no short-term plans to 

lift a ban on travel by U.S. 
citizens to Lebanon. 

“The United States wants 
to cooperate with the govern- 
ment of Lebanon in reinforc- 
ing its armed forces and 
making available, where 
appropriate, excess defence 
articles." he told reporters at 
the State Department with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik AJ Hariri at his side. 

"We’re anxious to assist 
the government of Lebanon 
in that respect," Mr. Christo- 
pher said. 

Earlier, in one of several 
speaking engagements 
throughout the day. Mr. 
Hariri said his government 
was looking to Washington- 
for helicopters, armoured 
personnel carriers, communi- 
cations equipment and air- 
craft Earlier this year, the 
United States sold 16 heli- 
copters to Lebanon and has 
been providing with U.S. 
officials described as “’limit- 
ed nonlethal equipment” 
from time to time. 

Mr. Christopher declined 
to talk about specific military 
items that might be trans- 
ferred to Lebanon from U.S. 


stocks. But Mr. Hariri was 
expected to raise the issue 
again when he was to Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton at the White 
House on Friday. 

As for Mr. Hriri's push to 
get Washington to Jift the 
travel ban. Mr. Christopher 
said: "We would like to 
remove that travel ban just as 
soon as security conditions 
permit. 

"We have the matter under 
regular periodic review land) 
are very hopeful that it can 
be removed at some time in 
the future, but it really 
depends on a very careful 
appraisal of the security situ- 
ation because above all 
things, we need to be prudent 
in this matter." be added. 

The United Stales, which 
saw a series of American cit- 
izens kidnapped in Lebanon 
in the 1980s. insists the trav- 
el ban is purely for security 
reasons. 

But Lebanese officials say 
their country is now much 
safer than many countries 
Americans are not barred 
from visiting. They allege 
the ban is politically motivat- 
ed to force Lebanon into a 
peace agreement with Israel. 

Mr. Hariri, speaking at the 
Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, said he 
did not understand why the 
ban could not be lifted. He 
would tell Mr. Clinton Amer- 


ican security could, be 
assured in Lebanon, where 
many people from other 
countries were already com- 
ing to invest, he said. 

Mr. Hariri ruled out a sep- 
arate peace between 
Lebanon and Israel. 

"Arab countries 'are not 
optimistic about the future of 
the peace process" because 
of the hardline positions of 
Israel's new’ Likud govern- 
ment, Mr. Hariri said, 
adding: “We want to live in 
peace with Israel and we are 
ready to work very hard to 
achieve that goal ... Israel has 
to decide." 

Mr. Hariri said Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad also 
wanted to proceed with 
negotiations but Israel must 
accept trading land for peace, 
something the Likud govern- 
ment has opposed. 

Before their State Depart- 
ment talks. Mr. Christopher 
said he and Mr. Hariri would 
discuss efforts to rebuild 
Lebanon after its civil war — 
something the prime minister 
said was on the top of his 
agenda with the united states. 

A main aim of Mr. Hariri's 
trip is to convince Americans 
that Lebanon is on the 
rebound, with its currency 
and inflation stabilised, elec- 
tricity available 24 hours a 
day and plans underway for a 
new airport and roads. 


Mauritania opposition party 
seeks toehold in parliament 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — A 
new party championing the 
rights of Mauritania’s blacks 
and ex-slaves or their 
descendants tried to win a 
toehold in the national 
Assembly on Friday in a leg- 
islative election run-off. 

One week after the ruling 
Democratic and Social 
Republican Party won a 
crushing majority amid cries 
of fraud in the first round of 
the country's first truly 
multi-party legislative poll. 
Action for Change - carried 
opposition hopes into the 
second round. 

The other two main oppo- 
sition parties, one of which 
was boycotting the second 
round, urged their supporters 
to vote for Action for Change 
in the three constituencies 
where it stood to win a total 
of five of the assembly's 79 
seats. 

“I ask you to do everything 
necessary to urge all our mil- 
itants and electors to vote 
massively in the second 
round for Action for 
Change." veteran opposition 
Stalwart Ahmed Quid Dad- 
dah said in an eve-of-poll 


message to his party. 

Polling began at 7 a.m. But 
early turnout was light. 
There was a heavy security 
force presence in Nouak- 
chott’s Sebha constituency, 
where Action for Change 
was contesting one seat 

Mr. Ould Daddah’s Union 
of Democratic Forces-New 
Era Party', which alleged 
massive fraud last Friday, 
passed up the chance of win- 
ning two seats by launching 
its boycott. 

The ruling party won 61 
seats in the first round. It 
won two by default because 
of the boycott and was in the 
running for all the other seats 
in Friday’s runoffs. 

Action for Change, formed 
just over a year ago and led 
by former slave Messoud 
Ould Boulkheir, was bidding 
to become the first opposi- 
tion party to win a seat in the 
assembly. 

The opposition boycotted 
the first legislative election 
in J 992, alleging widespread 
fraud after President 
Maaouva Ould Sid’ahraad 
Taya, who seized power in a 
bloodless 1984 coup, won a 


six-year term. The ruling 
party won 67 of the 79 seats 
then. 

Mauritania, a country of 
2.2 million people at the 
Atlantic fringe of the Sahara 
Desea, straddles Arab and 
' black Africa. [ 

. . Light-skinned Mqora, „.of ] 
Arab rfkjtfk,' and bladfrje&ch ' 
make up a third of the popu- 
lation. Arabic-speaking ex- 
slaves or Harratin the 
remainder. Mauritania for- 
mally banned slavery in 
1980. 

International observers 
' spoke of "Imperfections” in 
Friday’s first round, in which 
the opposition had been hop- 
ing to make its mail: ahead of 
a presidential election due by 
January 1998. 

Independent,, many of 
them ruling party supporters 
denied the party ticket con- 
tested nine seats on Friday. 
An independent won one 
first round seat, a small party 
backing Mr. Ould Taya, the 
other. 

The Union for Democracy 
and Progress also urged its 
supporters to vote for Action 
for Change. 



GAZA PRAYERS: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat prays at Al Abass mosque 
in the Gaza Strip on Friday (Reuters photo) 


Kabulis stay at home to avoid 
Taleban-forced Friday prayers 


KABUL lAFP) — The 
Afghan capital Kabul, cap- 
tured three weeks ago by 
the Taleban militia, was 
calm and relaxed Friday as 
residents stayed at home 
apparently to avoid 
enforced worship. 

Kabulis, who used to 
throng the streets on the 
only non-working day of 
the week, now cloister 
themselves in their houses 
during the prayer time on 
Fridays, fearing they will 
be forced into a mosque by 
Taleban fighters if they 
venture out, locals say. 

"Kabulis are very inde- 
pendent and like to make 
their own decisions in life, 
so even many devout Mus- 
lims are praying at home 
to avoid being ordered to 
attend a • Taieban-run 
.mosque" . .a. . shopkeeper 
. who. refused .to. be.identifted 
said. • 

Most shops remained 
closed and only a limited 
crowd, many of them Tale- 
ban fighters and officials.. 
turned up for midday 
prayers at the city's main 
Pul-e-Khishti Mosque. 

The small crowd contrast- 
ed with the usual atten- 
dance before the Taleban 
seized Kabul and also with 
the massive turnout two 
weeks ago when militia- 
men armed with guns and 
sticks forced passers-by 
into the building to wor- 
ship. 

Few militiamen were in 
evidence near the mosque 
encouraging people ■ to 
offer prayers on Friday, and 
there was no sign of the 
armed guards who for the 
past two Fridays had 


patrolled rooftops and 
walls around the mosque 
with machine guns and 
rocket propelled grenades. 

Many Kabul citizens said 
the atmosphere on the 
streets of the largely ruined 
city' was becoming less 
tense as locals slowly- 
adapted to Taleban rule. 
““Things are far more 
relaxed here than they were 
immediately after the Tale- 
ban came, although most 
people are still not happy.” 
fruitseller Mohammad 
Noor told AFP. 

"Things are still uncertain 
and we are still very wor- 
ried about the future, but 
we are beginning to come 
to rerras with the change in 
government which came as 
a shock to many of us,” he 
said. 

The Taleban stormed into 
Kabul on Sept. 27.' sending 
the government of ousted 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani fleeing north- 
wards. 

The religious warriors 
immediately set up a new 
ruling council and began 
announcing a series of 
decrees governing hov\, 
Kabulis should act and 
appear under the Taleban 
brand of strict Islamic law. 

The • fundamentalist 
zealots barred thousands of 
women from working and 
girls from going to school 
— which have in any event 
been temporarily shut — 
ordered men to grow 
beards, closed the national 
television station, stopped 
the use of Western dress 
and banned photography of 
people here. 

Thousands of locals 


began fleeing as the Tale- 
ban advanced on the city 
after a stunning three-week 
sweep of provinces east of 
here, and the exodus has 
continued since the Taleban 
arrived. 

A schoolteacher, who has 
been out of work since the 
Taleban shut schools here 
when they took the city, 
said friday he was prepar- 
ing to go to Pakistan to 
escape what he described as 
the “intolerable social and 
cultural oppression of Tale- 
ban rule." 

But others, mainly traders 
and shopkeepers, said they 
were relieved rocket 
attacks, crime and banditry- 
had been eradicated in the 
city and goods were com- 
ing in from neighbouring 
Pakistan , more regularly 
and more cheaply since the 
Taleban arrived. "At least 
we no longer have to fear 
being killed by a shell or 
being kidnapped for ran- 
som by renegade govern- 
ment commanders,” trader 
Sharif said. The Taleban. 
who now control about 
two-thirds of Afghanistan 
— which has been tom 
apart by almost constant 
war since the Soviet Union 
invasion in 1979 — have 
vowed to clear the country 
of crime, corruption and 
war. 

They have been wel- 
comed by residents in many 
of the rural areas they have 
seized since emerging two 
years ago, but are likely to 
face far more social resis- 
tance from relatively liberal 
Kabulis. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudis to cut back on work permits 

RIYADH {.AFP i — The Saudi authorities are to cut back 
on the number of work permits given to expatriate 
workers to make wav for an extra 1 90.000 Saudi work- 
ers by the vear 2000. officials here said Friday. Work 
permits for 13 specialist trades will be suspended, and 
permits and working visas for another 14 trades will be 
reduced from the current two years to just one year, the 
officials added. “The labour ministry's decision, adopted 
this week, fails within the five year Saudi plan (1995 to 
2000) aimed at. among other things, progressively 
replacing immigrant workers with 190,000 nationals 
between" now and ihe year 2000." said a Saudi official. 
The government is already trying to convince private 
firms’to replace expatriate workers with Saudi nationals. 
Labour ministry sources said around 330.000 workers, 
mainlv Egyptians, working in public services, adminis- 
tratioii and business are expected to be affected by the 
measures. Around 1 67.000 Saudis are expected to gradu- 
ate before the year 2000 and enter the labour market. 

Israel revives Israeli-Arab portfolio 

TEL AVIV <AFPi — Israeli Tourism Minister Moshc 
Katzav was given the additional portfolio c*f minister in 
charge of the affairs of the country's 800.000 Israeli - 
Arabs on Friday, officials said. The decision to revive the 
post, which was axed by th Rabin government in 1992, 
sparked an immediate outcry from Israeli-Arab groups, 
who claimed having a ministry devoted solely to their 
affairs was tantamount to discrimination. "Israeli-Arabs 
want to be treated as full-fledged citizens.” the Associa- 
tion of Israeli-Arab Municipalities said in a statement. 
Mr. Katzav told Israel Radio that he would be in a posi- 
tion to "better defend the demands of Israeli-Arabs. 
notably with the ministry of finance.” “But if the Israeli- 
Arabs don't want a ministry, we'll drop it.” he added. 
Nissam Zvili. secretary -general of the Labour Party, 
which abolished the portfolio while in power, said the 
new Likud Party government w r as "setting the Arabs back 
by years by creating a breach between the Israeli popula- 
tion.” most of Israeli- Arabs are Muslims. They live main- 
ly in the norih of the country and elected nine deputies to 
the 1 20-member Knesset, or parliament, in Israel’s May 
elections. 

Arab hostility to Israel unaltered — Sharon 

TEL AVIV t AFP) — .Arab hostility towards Israel has not 
been softened by the Middle East peace process accord- 
ing to hardline Israeli Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon. “Even though we are carrying on peace negotia- 
tions. we must always remind ourselves that basic Arab 
hostility t towards us) remains unaltered,” the Israeli 
press quoted Mr. Sharon as telling students at Tel Aviv 
University on Thursday. “The words have changed, but 
their intentions remain the same. Their tactics have per- 
haps altered, but not their strategy.” added Mr. Sharon. 
Mr. Sharon is a former Israeli defence minister responsi- 
ble for the military invasion of Lebanon in 19S2. and 
who was later implicated in a report into the massacre of 
Palestinian refugees by pro-Israeli Lebanese militias. He 
is the leader of the hawkish faction within the ruling 
right-wing Likud Party, and a strong advocate of Jewish 
settlement in the Palestinian territories. 

Iran hails black Muslim leader 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's Chief Justice Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Yazdi on Friday described black U.S. Muslim leader 
Louis Farrakhan as a “divine hand in the land of great 
Satan.” The controversial leader of the Nation of Islam "is 
nothing but a divine hand in the land of the great Satan.” 
the ayatollah said, using a term Iran has attributed to the 
United States since its 1979 revolution. "God inspires such 
people as Farrakhan and gathers Muslims,” he said at the 
weekly prayers at Tehran University. Ayatollah Yazdi also 
said the "World Day of Atonement” rally by Mr. Farrakhan 's 
supporters outside U.N. headquarters in New York on 
Wednesday was "an example that the Iranian revolution was 
exported.” Police estimated that around 40.000 African- 
Americans attended the four-hour event, called to mark the 
first anniversary of the Million Man March in Washington on 
Oct. 16. 1995. During a visit here in February. Mr. Far- 
rakhan paid tribute to the Iranian revolution, which toppled 
the pro-American shah, and the late founder of the Islamic 
Republic Ayatollah Ru ho 1 1 ah Khomeini. Iranian leaders 
granted the Muslim leader a hospitable reception usually 
reserved for the heads of states. Mr. Farrakhan’s trip to Iran 
and several other countries on the United States’ list of ter- 
rorist countries provoked sharp criticism in Washington. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Adventures of Mickey and 
Donald 

14:30 The Bold and the Beautiful 

14:45 Just the Job 

15:00 Doc. — La France Aux 
Mille Villages 



15:30 .. 
16:00.. 


16:30 „ 


17:00 .. 


17:01 .. 


17:15 .. 
18:00 

..Drama — Blue Heelers 

19:00.. 


19:15.. 


19:30 .. 


19:35 Comedy — Something 

Wilder 
20:00 ... 


20:30 ... 


21:10 ... 


T»*00 ... 


22:30 Return to Lonesome Dove 
23:59 Feature Frlm: “Bom Lhe 
Fourth of July” 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:20 ... 


05:37,.,. 


11:21 ... 


14:33.... 


17:04.... 


18:21.... 



CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. $10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Aiwunkation 

Tel. 637440. 


De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 

The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Cathodes Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Sunny and occasional dusty’ 
weather conditions will prevail 
with temperatures slightly higher 
than average and- winds south- 
easterly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba it will be dusty, winds 
southerly moderate to active and 
seas rough. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 15/30 


Aqaba 26/37 

Deserts 13/33 

Jordan Valley 25/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 19 per cent. 
Aqaba 26 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Yousef Hashed 896301 

Dr. Ahmad Manna' . — 839756 
Dr. Khalil JbaC 

—.740740 

DcJum’ah Aba Dhiab ...75SS48 

Firas pharma"'’’ 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ~..637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir ...276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 J 1 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

GvO Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency’ ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 ML 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617 10 1 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66M76 

Water . and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 Ml 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

v 644281/6 

Aitileh Maternity, J. Amn. 
,! 642441/2 


Jubal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.. 667227/9 
The Idamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(0Q i983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

{(W)900560 

Ebn Sina Hospital ... a 09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 

(09 »990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

iV 102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

<02 >247 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 

This information iv supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always Ik verified. Information 
on other flights Is obtained on 
telephone (OS) 52700 or (08) 
52325ft 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:20 Damascus. Beirut (RJ) 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

09:30 Karachi. Dubai t RJ i 

lthflO Colombo ( RJ) f 

10:00 Aqaba faddl (RJ) 

U:00 Jeddah iadd) (RJ) 

14:4 5 New York. Amstenlam{ RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:40 Vienna (RJ) 

04:30.- Bangkok (RJ) 

Other flights 


02:00... 

12:40... 

Muscat. Doha (GF) 

13:00.. 


14:00... 


18:35 


19:35.. 

Cairo (MS i 

19:50... 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

20:10... 


20:15. 

London (BA) 

21:00. 

Sanaa (IY) 

21:35... 

Lamaca (CY) 

22:55 . 

London , KJ) 

02:00. 

Kuwait (KL) 


05:30 - Tel Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings (SW) Flights 
08:50 Aqaba ( QAIA — proceeds 
to Marita airport at 10:00 a.nu 
(RWj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:35 Beirut (RJ) 

07:30 Aqaba (add) (RJi 

11: ®0 Aqaba. Brussels. 

Amsterdam i RJ i 

11; 00 Vienna CRJi 

II JO Amsterdam. New Yceit < RJi 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid iRJ ) 

1*10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 Brussels. Amsterdam iRJ) 

Cairo <RJ) 

I*®® London (RJ) 

2 ®:10 Lamaca (RJj 

20:10 Riyadh. Dhahran fRJ> 

20=20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 - J3 ah rain. Doha (RJ) 

21:20 AbuDhrtLDuKuiRJ) 

Other Flights 

0^:00 Athens iQA) 

03:00 Rome ( AZi 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:30 Abu Dtett. Bahrain (GF) 

14:3 °- Riyadh (SVj 

1*®° Vienna (OS) 

J 9:45 Kuwait (KL) 

£2 -CiboiMS) 

: Lamaca <CY) 

22:35 -Paris. Damascus , AF) 

22:59 Sanaa, IY) 

03:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

???! London (KJ) 

06:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


10:00 .Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. .Amman 8:00 aan. every 
Monday 

A it. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7 JO ajn. every 
Sunday 

A it. Amman 5:00 p-m. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kgs 


Apple 

700/500 



Banana t mukhammar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported) 840/620 

Cabbage ....130/80 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) .. 
Cucumber (small).. 

.280/150 

340/220 

180/100 

.340/200 

_25W140 

Garlic 

....'.700/450 

Grapes 

.480/150 

Guava 

tfMVdflO 

Lemon 

360/200 

Marrow fiarae) 

Marrow (small) . 

-...240/200 

380/250 

Mulukhiah ... . 
Onion (green) 
Onion fdrvi .. 

320/110 

.....300/180 
.140/80 

Okra 

O5Q/S50 

Olive 

380/450 

Pear 

650/550 

Pepper (hot) 

340/200 

Pepper ( sweet) 

.....360/220 . 

Pomegranate 

...-350/200*: 

Potato 

380/1%' 

Spinach 

String Bean. 

—.330/200* : 
600/400' 



in 
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Tomato _240fl60 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 19, 1996 
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BiNT AL hassan attends acrobatic per- 

■ f VT7u. S: The Priaccss a *«ng with Minister of Culture Ahmad Qudah 
lnese Ambassador to Jordan Lui Bao Lai Thursday attend a specta- 
cle of Chinese acrobatics. The Chinese group, which was established in I960, 
came to Amman in response to an imitation by the Ministry of Culture. The 
show was held under the patronage of TRH Crown Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath (Petra photo) 


Child education seminar to 
focus on corresponding tutelage 


»vl unaltered — Sham 
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AMMAN 1 Petra) — The 
National Association for 
the Education of the Child 
(NAEC) announced Friday 
that it will hold its seventh 
annual conference at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
iRCC) in Amman. 

This will take place 
between Oct. 26 and 2S. 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. the 
N ABC’s honorary 1 presi- 
dent. 

Association President 
Rinad Khatib said in a 
statement that the theme of 
the three-day conference 
is: “Corresponding educa- 
tion for children in pre- 
school and kindergarten” 
to familiarise the public 
with the concept of 
scholastic education sup- 
ported at home, eomnhini-' 
ty centres and clubs as 
well as through television 
and radio. 

The conference wili 
focus on how to benefit 


from other foreign coun- 
tries with experience in 
this domain as well as the 
aid which various 
international non-govern- 
mental organisations can 
offer to the NAEC, Dr. 
Khatib added. 

He described the confer- 
ence repons as covering 
various aspects of prepara- 
tory children's education 
before entering a more 
demanding schedule. 

The conferees are also 
expected to discuss chil- 
dren’s literature and the 
role of the various mass 
media in children’s educa- 
tion. Dr. Khatib said. 

The NAEC will organise 
a tour for conference par- 
ticipants to visit historical 
and tourist sites as an ori- 
entation bn national his- 
toric roles as well as famil- 
iarise them with the 
Hashemite leadership’s 
continued efforts to serve 
Arab and Islamic causes. 


Established upon the 
directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein, the NAECT 
has been under the super- 
vision of the Queen who is 
particularly interested in 
young children's school- 
ing. Dr. Khatib stated. 

The reports will attempt 
to increase guardian 
awareness on childhood 
education and will be pre- 
sented by specialists from 
various offices in Jordan 
and a number of Arab and 
international organisa- 
tions, she said. 

She said that Minister of 
Education Munther Masri 
and Minister of Social 
Development Hammad 
Abu famous will be 
among the main speakers 
at the conference’s open- 
ing' session and that an 
exhibition displaying 
kindergarten children’s 
artwork will be organised 
auxiliary to the confer- 
ence. 


Human rights activists charge 
ministry with intentional delay 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
activists have failed to 
receive a permit to set up a 
human rights organisation 
in the "Kingdom four 
months after applying for 
a licence. 

Human rights activist 
Suleiman Sweiss charged 
the Ministry- of Interior 
with continual delays in 
giving the group an 
answer as to whether or 
not they can legally estab- 
lish their association. 

“Since the time of filing 
the application, we fell 
that officials at the Min- 
istry- of Interior were pro- 
crastinating. and last week 
we were informed that the 
ministry decided to post- 
pone licence issuance for 
no clear reason.” Dr. 
S weiss said. 

Numerous attempts 


made by the Jordan Times 
to contact officials at the 
Ministry of Interior failed 
last week. 

Dr. Sweiss added that 
ministry officials stated 
that security forces were 
delaying their response as 
"there are six other regis- 
tered human organisations 
in Jordan.” 

Attorney Hani Zahdeh, 
one of the society’s 
founders, charged that of 
these six organisations; 
two are closed, two are 
governmental organisa- 
tions and the remaining 
two are still in the process 
of obtaining a licence. 

"The [officially prof- 
fered] reasons are weak 
and have no legal ground 
as the role of security 
forces is not to list the 
amount of organisations, 
but rather to judge 
whether the organisation 
would threaten the securi- 


ty- of the country,” Mr. 
Zahdeh said. 

According to him, the 
organisation, culled The 
Jordanian Society for 
Human Rights, is legiti- 
mate as they have 
received no answer from 
the ministry. 

Attorney* Zahdeh said 
that the law stipulates that 
if an applicant does not 
receive a positive or nega- 
tive response from the 
Ministry of Interior, with- 
in three months the organ- 
isation is considered offi- 
cial. 

"We, ourselves can 
announce the formation of 
our new organisation, but 
we prefer to obtain official 
notification from the min- 
istry,” Mr. Zahdeh told the 
Jordan Times. 

"It is our constitutional 
right to form an organisa- 
tion, and it is also our right 
to receive aclear response 


from the ministry regard- 
ing the matter.” he added. 

The purported aim of the 
society is to protect and 
strengthen human rights in 
Jordan; to contribute in 
developing legislation to 
guarantee . respect for 
human rights by cooperat- 
ing with pertinent insti- 
tutes; to provide help for 
any citizen whose right> 
are violated and to con- 
duct studies and research 
on the issue of human 
rights as well us prepare 
reports which suggest 
ameliorations to the 
appropriate authorities. 

Dr. Sweiss, who last 
week received the 
Munther Anabtawi 

Human Rights Award 
from the Jordanian Writ- 
ers Association (JWA). 
said he hoped that the 
Ministry oflnterior would 
stop delaying the matter. 

“We are a group of con- 


cerned people who want 
to work for human rights 
in Jordan, and the Jordan- 
ian Constitution clearh 
stipulates that human 
rights should be respect- 
ed." he stressed. 

“The government should 
congratulate and thank us 
and give us their full sup- 
port because we are trying 
to form such a society." he 
added. 

According to attorney 
Zahdeh. if the group does 
not receive a definite 
answer from the Ministry 
of Interior, it is planning 
to gather public signatures 
and proceed to elect a 
board of directors. 

"If the ministn does not 
give us an answer we arc 
going to file u lawsuit as 
the formation of societies 
is a constitutional right." 
he said. 


Actors apologise to House 
for ‘unintentional’ offence 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Two Jor- 
danian actors have apolo- 
gised to the Lower House of 
Parliament, on the behest of 
House Speaker Sa’ad Hayel 
Scour. 

In a letter addressed to Mr. 
Srour. Nabeel SawaJha and 
Hisham Yannis stated that 
they did not mean to offend 
Parliament in their weekly 
television programme 
"Ahlan Hukouma (welcome 
government)," saying they 
were surprised at the 
deputies' reaction. 

The show, which began its 
television run in October, 
has been a popular satirical 
stage show for five years. 

In consultations with 
senior government officials, 
including the Prime Minis- 
ter. the decision was taken 
to broadcast the show on the 
air. 

They said that the sheep 
bleats, heard at the end of 


the skit depicting the Prime 
Minister announcing the 
lifting of the bread subsidy 
were merely sound effects 
and not meant to reflect 
deputies’ reactions. 

Messrs. Sawalha and Yan- 
nis called the sounds on 
inadvertent mistake and said 
they hoped that the Lower 
House members would 
accept their apology. 

However, they also called 
on House members to toler- 
ate criticism which, they 
said, would foster democrat- 
ic practices. 

Mr. Srour had strongly 
protested last week’s pro- 
gramme. calling It offensive 
to Parliament. 

He demanded that both 
actors publicly apologise to 
the lower chamber and 
threatened administrative 
- and legal action against Jor- 
dan Television, as well as 
both of the lead actors. 


Missing teenagers located in Syria 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special To the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Three missing 
teenagers were returned to 
Jordanian authorities after 
being apprehended and held 
by Syrian border police for 
14 days, family members 
and officials said Friday. 

The three boys, who have 
been missing since Oct. 3. 
ran away to Daraa’ town on 
the Syrian border crossing 
the Ramtha border illegally 
but were apprehended 
immediately by the Syrian 
authorities, relatives of the 
youths said. 

’ Murad Tayseer Hassan, 
14. Nawaf Mohammad 
Zayed. 13. and Mohammad 
Ahmad Freij. 13. all resi- 
dents of the Irbid Refugee 
Camp, left their school in 
North Irbid on Oct. 3. 


‘The boys decided to take 
a trip to Syria to see their 
relatives,” a close relative 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day. 

According to the relative, 
the children were appre- 
hended by the S>rian author- 
ities who interrogated the 
teenagers, then turned them 
in to the Jordanian authori- 
ties on Wednesday. . 

The relative added that the 
three boys are currently 
spending time at a juvenile 
centre m Irbid. 

“The governor decided to 
keep the hoys at a juvenile 
centre for six days to teach 
them a lesson," the relative 
said. 6 

Family members told the 
Jordan Times Friday that 
they will attempt post bail 
today. 

Meanwhile, the parents of 


a newborn who was kid- 
napped from the maternity 
ward of an Amman hospital 
on Sept. 22, said they are 
offering a JD 10.000 prize 
for anyone w-ho provide:, 
any information about their 
daughter's whereabouts. 

The child, kidnapped 
approximately 12 hours 
after delivery was allegedly 
abducted by a veiled 
woman, who entered the 
maternity ward at King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre, carry- 
ing a large bag. 

The infant’s mother went 
to sleep leaving the baby 
lying beside her. But when 
she woke up. she purported- 
ly could not locate her. 

Police have separately 
offered a reward for anyone 
leading them to the toddler’s 
whereabouts. 

Police Thursday 


announced the detention of a 
1 7-year-old youth suspected 
of killing his grandfather on 
Ocl. 9 in Aqaba, according 
to official reports. 

Initial reports had said that 
the 73-y ear-old victim, iden- 
tified only as M.A., was 
found dead in his house in 
Aqaba, killed by his grand- 
child identified only as 
M.N., the report said. 

Coroners determined that 
the man was murdered 
because his neck was bro- 
ken. 

The report said that police 
suspected the grandchild, 
M.N. who resided with him 
and that at first that the 
youth denied committing the 
murder. 

“But after intensive ques- 
tioning, the youth confessed 
to killing his grandfather," 
the report said. 


Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Friday 
declined to give a motive for 
the killing saying they were 
still investigating the inci- 
dent. 

Meanwhile, two brothers 
drowned in the King Abdul- 
lah Canal Thursday while 
attempting to clean them- 
selves. 

The canal is located in the 
Hasbmieh town of Ajloun, 
according to official reports. 

The reports said the vic- 
tims Omar Mohammad Bani 
Hani, 27 died while attempt- 
ing to rescue his younger 
brother Mustafa, 21, who, 
according to the report, slid 
into the canal. 

Bystanders tried to rescue 
the men, but their efforts 
were in vain, as the two were 
declared dead on arrival at 
Abu Obeidah Hospital. 




Association demands allowance 
increases for Petra journalists 




AMMAN tJ.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Press Association (JPA) 
is demanding a 50 per cent 
allowance increase for iis 
members employed at the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

According to JPA Presi- 
dent Seif A1 Sharif, the 
association submitted a 
memorandum last week to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. demanding 
that the allowance be raised 
from the present 60 per cent 
to 90 per cent. 

Petra is the state’s official 
news agency. 

Mr. AJ Sharif told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that he 
also submitted a copy of the 
memorandum to the Minis- 
ter of Administrative Devel- 
opment Kamal Nasser at a 
meeting Thursday and that 
the JPA was now awaiting a 
reply. 

"Government-employed 
journalists with JPA mem- 


bership are the only people 
among members of profes- 
sional associations in Jor- 
dan. like doctors, nurses, 
veterinarians and others, 
who receive less than a 90 
per cent allowance for their 
work in government-run 

institutions," said Mr. Al 
Sharif. 

"The total amount of 
allowance currently paid by 
the government to the 95 
Petra journalists amounts to 
JD72.000. and the extra 
amount demanded would be 
around JD36.000. a very 
nominal sum fupon consid- 
eration of] the heavy work 
and the serious responsibili- 
ty shouldered by these jour- 
nalists, “ he added. 

Mr. Al Sharif said he met 
with Dr. Nasser and other 
members of the Council of 1 
Presidents of Professional 
Unions who presented 
demands for the members of 


their respective associa- 
tions. 

The minister of state for 
administrative affairs is 
responsible for issues relat- 
ed to the government and 
professional associations. 

Mr. Al Sharif said that Dr. 
Nasser was collecting views 
and demands from the pro- 
fessional unions in a report 
he will purportedly submit 
to the Cabinet as soon as 
possible. 

According tq Petra, Minis- 
ter of Health Aref Bataineh 
is to meet with the Council 
of Association Presidents 
today to discuss their 
demands foT higher pay. 

Members of the Jordan 
medical and nurses associa- 
tions have threatened to 
stage a strike later this 
month unless their demands 
for better pay have been 
met. 
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FILM 

’’’Das Zweite Erwachen der Christa KJages^ (with subti- 
tles in English) at Goethe-Insutut at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

*”Wadi Al Faynan .Art Exhibition” — works of several 
artists inspired by Wadi Faynan at BaUka Art Gallery, 
Fuheis, until OcL 31. 

♦Works by Ghassan Abu Leban at Instituto Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Oct. 23. 


!n memory of 

Antoni Ostrasz 

a fund has been created to support his 
life's work at 

the Jerash Hippodrome 

Donation are being collected by the 
British Institute at Amman for Archaeology 
and History and will be administered by 
Ina Kehrberg-Ostrasz 

BIAAH 

P.O.Box 519. Jubaiha 11941, Amman - Jordan 
Tel. 06 641317- Fax: 06 837197 


Experts call for indepenu .nt food 
monitoring organisation 


By Gbalia Alul 

Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Health 
experts are calling for the 
establishment of an inde- 
pendent food monitoring 
department inclusive of an 
autonomous “police force” 
to guarantee safer food 
products in the Kingdom. 

At a seminar entitled 
"Healthy Food: A Basic 
Human* Right” former 
Minister of Health Abdul 
Raheem Malhas said Jor- 
dan lacks an efficient food 
monitoring department. 

“Our monitoring system 
is improving, but we still 
have a long way to go to be 
efficient in this fieW,” Dr. 
Malhas said. 

The seminar organised 
by the Arab Organisation 
for Human Rights in cele- 
bration of the World Food 
Day, also called for raising 
consumer awareness of the 
importance of ensuring 
healthier food for all sec- 
tors of society. 

A member of the Nation- 
al Society for Consumer 
Protection (NSCP) who 
attended the seminar, com- 
plained that official media 
has been uncooperative in 
providing opportunities to 
the society to promote 
public awareness of the 
issue. 

“1 condemn the official 
media for not giving us ihe 
opportunity to raise con- 
sumer awareness through 
weekly television pro- 
grammes...How else will 
people know what's going 
on?” she said. 

All participants agreed 
that the country’s reliance 


on imported foods, due 
mainly to insufficient pro- 
duction os well as a lack of 
efficient food transporta- 
tion and storage facilities, 
has led to the sale of 
unhealthy food on the 
local market. 

in his address. Dr. Mal- 
has said the “main” prob- 
lem was the existence of 
what he termed “the active 
dumping market." He said 
that this is a practice per- 
petrated by multinational 
food exporters wherein 
contaminated foods are 
"duraped’Vsold to under- 
developed and developing 
countries. Jordan is no 
exception, he said. 

“Despite efforts by the 
Ministry of Health to stop 
(these exports), we still 
need to monitor this dump- 
ing market more efficient- 
ly," said Dr. Malhas. 

To prevent contaminated 
food from entering the Jor- 
danian market. Dr. Malhas 
suggested the adoption of 
a practical programme 
which would reduce the 
reliance on food imports 
and activate local food 
production as well as 
ensure proper compliance 
with related legislation. 

Dr. Malhas. w-ho. during 
his tenure in the cabinet of 
former Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majaii. 
accused foreign pharma- 
ceutical firms with “dump- 
ing” poor quality drugs on 
the Jordanian market!” also 
charged that unhealthy 
food usually finds its way 
ro poorer areas in the 
countiy. 

NSCP President 

Mohammed Obeidat said 


the consumer’s right to 
healthy food is a basic 
human right. 

He charged that some 
importers and local food 
producers do not comply 
with food-safety regula- 
tions which often leads to 
the distribution of contam- 
inated food. 

To protect the Jordanian 
consumer. Dr. Obeidat 
called for legislation 
which would provide the 
society with data on food 
products and other laws to 
compensate consumers in 
case of food- poisoning: 
incidents.'’ 

Haindi Shawa. a focjd 
safety consultant at the 
Ministry of Health, said 
government efforts to 
ensure food product safety 
include enforcing the gen- 
eral health law, applying a 
system of testing food 
samples and regulating the 
use of food additives. 

He added that the min- 
istry continuously moni- 
tors street vendors and 
takes violators to court. 

The ministry also pro- 
hibits the entry of foods 
which do not meet the 
required standards. Dr. 
Shawa added. 

Health and other experts 
attending the seminar 
echoed the need to ensure 
food safety agreeing that 
more needs to be done to 
ensure that unhealthy and 
contaminated food does 
not enter the market. 
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Chechens say war will 
resume if Lebed removed 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 19, 1996 



rr~ ^ \ 

nr 


GROZNY. Russia (R) — 
Chechen separatist leaders 
said Thursday that war 
would resume in their 
breakaway region if Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
sacked his controversial 
Security Chief Alexander 
Lebed. 

Gen. Lebed, architect of a 
fragile Chechen peace deal, 
is embroiled in a vicious 
feud with Russian Interior 
Minister Anatoly Kulikov 
and has been criticised by 
other top officials. 

“If they get rid of Gen. 
Lebed, we will have to pre- 
pare for war because you 
can expect anything from 
people like Kulikov." sepa- 
ratist Chief-of-Staff Aslan 
Maskhadov told Reuters. 

Mr. Kulikov has publicly 
blasted the deal, which post- 
pones for five years a deci- 
sion on the region's political 
status, saying it means cav- 
ing in to separatist demands 
and marks a humiliating 
defeat for the Russian army. 

On Wednesday Mr. Kuli- 
kov accused Gen. Lebed of 
planning to seize power in 
Moscow with the help of 
1.500 Chechen fighters. 
Gen. Lebed denies the 
charges. 

Commander. Maskhadov 
told Radio Russia that Mr. 
Kulikov's claim was untrue. 

“We have no intention of 
getting involved in sorting 
out sordid squabbles in 
Moscow. We have enough 
on our plate,” said Com- 
mander Maskhadov. a co- 
signatory of Gen. Lebed's 
Aug. 3 1 peace accord. 

“We think that Gen. 
Lebed is a realistic person 
who was the first to see that 
Russia and the people of 


Russia are in danger.” he 
said. 

“Kulikov, on the contrary, 
is a disgrace for the army 
and Russia." Commander 
Maskhadov said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who is prepar- 
ing for a heart operation, 
has not yet decided how to 
react -to Kulikov's accusa- 
tions but is concerned about 
some of Gen. Lebed’s ac- 
tions. presidential spokes- 
man Sergei Yastrzhembsky 
said Thursday. 

Rebel spokesman Mov- 
ladi Udugov said he was 
confident that Gen. Lebed 
would survive the latest 
round of Kremlin mudsling- 
ing. 

•‘His opponents will fail 
because, according to our 
information, Gen. Lebed is 
very popular with the Rus- 
sian people,” Mr. Udugov 
told Reuters. 

A recent opinion poll 
showed Gen. Lebed was die 
most trusted politician in 
Russia. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple. mainly civilians, died in 
the 21-month Chechen con- 
flict launched in December 
1994 when Russia sent 
troops to quell tire southern 
region's independence bid. 

Meanwhile. Chechen re- 
bels defied Moscow Friday 
by setting a date early next 
year for presidential and 
parliamentary elections in 
the breakaway Russian 
republic. 

The Chechen parliament 
said it would hold presiden- 
tial and parliamentary elec- 
tions on Jan. 27. a move 
likely to. anger Moscow 
which has repeatedly con- 
tested the right of the sepa- 
ratists to make anv unilater- 


al decisions under the peace 
agreement. 

The separatists said the 
resolution was taken in a 
parliamentary vote Friday 
“conforming to the constitu- 
tion of (Chechenya) and to 
the accords reached bet- 
ween Russia and Che- 
chenya.” 

Gen. Lebed, who had 
warned Thursday that the 
situation in Chechenya 
would rapidly deteriorate as 
a result of his dismissal, 
“will remain for the time 
being" in his role as trouble- 
shooter in the republic, a 
presidential spokesman 
said. 

“For now, we have no 
decree dismissing Gen. 
Lebed from his post in 
Chechenya.” the spokesman 
said, adding that he did not 
know if such a decree was 
being drafted. 

On Thursday, Gen. Lebed 
had warned that Chechenya 
would end up in “the worst 
possible scenario,” adding 
that peace efforts “will now 
be up to the Russian (sol- 
diers') mothers.” 

But quoted in another 
report. Gen. Lebed said he 
was confident the war was 
over. 

“The bloody pivot of war 
in Chechenya has been bro- 
ken,” he said Thursday. 

Moscow Mayor Yury 
Luzhkov, regarded as one of 
Gen. Lebed’s rivals for he 
Russian presidency, said 
Friday that the retired gen- 
eral had “committed a dan- 
gerous error” in signing the 
accord, according to the 
ITAR-TASS agency. 

Mr. Luzhkov, who had 
previously labelled the 
accord as a “capitulation by 


Scientists see new evidence 
in smoking-cancer link 


WASHINGTON (R) — For 
the first time, U.S. scientists 
have shown a direct link 
between smoking and lung 
cancer on the cellular level, 
adding to mounds of statis- 
tical evidence and animal 
studies done over the past 
30 years. 

Anti- smoking activists 
immediately hailed the stu- 
dy as a milestone which 
shows precisely how ciga- 
rettes cause lung cancer. 
The tobacco institute, the 
industry's main lobby, said 
it would have no comment 
until scientific experts 
reviewed it 

The study, which will 
appear Friday in the presti- 
gious journal Science, iden- 
tifies a substance in the 
“tar” of cigarette smoke that 
directly transforms human 
lung tissue. 

Using a technique called 
genetic amplification, the 
researchers showed that 
benzo(a)pyrene-metabolite 
(BPDE) caused damage to 
specific sites on the P53 
tumour suppressor gene that 
exactly matched the genetic 
damage seen’ in about 60 per 
cent of lung cancers. Cancer 
researchers call those dam- 
aged sites or mutations the 
“hot spots.” 

“Our study thus provides 
a direct link between a 
defined cigarette smoke 
carcinogen and human can- 
cer mutations." wrote the 
scientists from City of Hope 
Cancer Centre in Duane, 
California, and the M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Centre at 
the University of Texas. 

Sometimes called • the 
“guardian of the genome,” 
P53 is a tumour suppressor 
gene, which produces a pro- 
tein that suppresses cell 
division. In about 60 per 


cent of cancers, however, 
there is a defect in the gene, 
which sets off abnormal cell 
growth and tumour forma- 
tion. 

One of the researchers. 
City Of Hope molecular 
biologist Gerd Pfeifer, said 
in a telephone interview he 
doubted the finding would 
end all public and political 
debate about tobacco, but 
“the more evidence you 
have, the better it is.” 

Critics of the smoking 
industry were buoyed. 

‘The tobacco industry’s 
last remaining argument has 
always been that you cannot 
prove “A” causes “B” un- 
less you can identify the 
specific chemical mecha- 
nism through which the 
cause occurs. This isn't 
true, but the new study now 
removes even this weak 
argument," said John Ban- 
zhaf. a law professor and 
the executive director of the 
Action on Smoking and 
Health (.ASH). He believes 
the finding will be pivotal in 
many of the lawsuits pend- 
ing against tobacco compa- 
nies. 

“To us in the medical 
community and the public 
health community, this is no 
surprise at all but it does 
provide the definitive evi- 
dence that the tobacco 
industry said it was waiting 
for.” said Dr. Alfred Mun- 
zer. an expen in lung dis- 
ease at Washington Adven- 
tist Hospital in suburban 
Maryland and a past presi- 
dent of the American Lung 
Association. 

Lung cancer is the leading 
cause of U.S. cancer deaths 
and the most common type 
of tumour around the world. 
More than 419,000 people 
died in the United States 


last year of lung cancer, 
according to the American 
Cancer Society, and about 
85 to 90 per cent of those 
cancers are smoking-relat- 
ed. 

Mr. Pfeifer's team 
focused on this particular 
compound because it has 
been proven to cause cancer 
in animals and is known to 
bind to DNA in lung tissue. 
“It was a strong candidate.” 
said Mr. Pfeifer, an expert 
in DNA damage and repair. 

But this does not mean the 
substance is the only ele- 
ment in cigarette smoke that 
causes lung cancer. Additio- 
nal chemicals remain sus- 
pect for lung cancer and 
other malignancies such as 
bladder and pancreatic can- 
cer. 

“How much is this partic- 
ular substance and how 
much is others — that is not 
known." said Mr. Pfeifer. 

Removing the chemical 
from cigarette smoke is 
probably not technically 
feasible and even if it were 
it would not eliminate all 
the other health risks of 
smoking, he said. 

At some point in the 
future, the technique Mr. 
Pfeifer used may permit sci- 
entists to determine accu- 
rately which potential envi- 
ronmental carcinogens en- 
danger humans. 

That could save billions of 
dollars by “eliminating un- 
necessary environmental 
protection regulation of 
harmless ageots and intensi- 
fying control of known car- 
cinogens." said. 

Dr. John Kovach, City of 
Hope's executive vice-pres- 
ident of medical and scien- 
tific affairs. 


Hurricane hits island south of Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Hurricane 
Lili hit the Isle of Youth south 
of Cuba Thursday night on a 
path expected to take it onto 
the mainland and then over or 
near the Cuban capital 
Friday, forecasters said. 

Weather forecaster Jose 
Rubiera told state television 
the storm was packing sus- 
tained maximum winds of 
around 80 mph (130 kph). 
adding these were likely to 
strengthen. The Isle of Youth 
was experiencing intense 
rain, he said. 


He said the .hurricane 
would hit the mainland some- 
where in the province of 
Havana countryside in the 
early hours of Friday and 
then head toward the Cuban 
capital Havana. 

There was no word yet on 
any casualties or on the 
extent of damage to property 
or crops on the Isle of Youth, 
which is an area of large cit- 
rus plantations. 

State television said that 
local officials had not yet 
reported any casualties, but 


Mr. Rubiera said that one of 
the first pieces of damage 
was the antenna of the local 
weather office on the island. 

President Fidel Castro 
Thursday urged Havana resi- 
dents to step up preparations 
as the hurricane strengthened 
and bore down on Cuba with 
torrential rains and flood 
tides. 

At least 10 people were 
killed and hundreds driven 
from their homes as rain from 
Lili lashed Central America, 
local authorities said. 


Moscow, said the agreement 
was “dedicated to excluding 
Chechenya from the 
Russian Federation, remov- 
ing the force of the Russian 
constitution. Russian laws 
and the need to preserve the 
territorial integrity of our 
country.” 

Russian officials have re- 
peatedly contested the sepa- 
ratists’ plans to hold elec- 
tions after the pullout of 
Russian troops from Che- 
cbenya is completed, al- 
though a deadline for the 
withdrawal has yet to be 
finalised. 

Moscow has said that a 
joint commission due to be 
set up to coordinate the 
peace process must be 
involved in the electoral 
process, but also said that 
any elections now would be 
premature. 

Chechen rebels said 
Thursday that the commis- 
sion “will of course be 
informed on all decisions 
taken on (the elections) and 
the situation will be clari- 
fied to (Russian) representa- 
tives,” Interfax reported. 

Russian authorities had 
also expressed concern 
Thursday that the rebels 
were seizing power violent- 
ly in some towns and vil- 
lages in the republic. 

In a message to separatist 
leaders, Gen. Lebed’s de- 
puty Sergei Kharlamov, cur- 
rently visiting Chechenya, 
said the rebels were “gross- 
ly violating the agreements 
reached earlier to preserve 
existing organs of pow-er in 
the republic’s towns and 
districts.” 

Hutu 
refugees 
flee fighting 
in Zaire 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Some 20.000 Hutu 
refugees have fled camps 
in eastern Zaire because of 
clashes between govern- 
ment troops and armed 
gangs infiltrating the coun- 
try from Burundi, relief 
officials said Friday. 

The aid workers, reached 
by telephone in Uvira, said 
there were clashes 
overnight less than 30 kilo- 
metres north of the town, 
and that refugees began 
fleeing the nearby Runingo 
and Kagunga camps 
Tuesday. 

“Fighting is continuing 
with light arms, grenades 
and mortars" Friday morn- 
ing. one of the sources said. 

“The infiltrators from 
Burundi wanted to cross 
the Rusizi plain to get into 
the moumains overlooking 
Uvira. They were inter- 
cepted by the Zaireans." 
the source added. 

Since the beginning of 
September, the army has 
been fighting armed bands 
of Banyamurenge. Tutsis 
of Rwandan origin who 
have long lived in Zaire, in 
the Uvira region. 

Zaire has several times 
accused the Rwandan Tut- 
si-rainority army of train- 
ing and equipping some 
3,000 Banyamurenge who 
have gone to the combat 
zone via Burundi, which 
also has a Tutsi-dominated 
army at odds with extrem- 
ists of the Hutu majority. 

The Kigali and Bujum- 
bura regimes have denied 
these charges. 

The Uvira region is home 
to scores of thousands of 
Hutu refugees from Rwan- 
da and Burundi. Burundi is 
gripped by ethnic conflict , 
and many of the Rwandans 
are reluctant to return home , 
for fear of reprisals by the 
mainly Tutsi government 
for the massacres of more 
than half a million Tutsis 
and moderate Hums in a 
genocidal civil war in 
1994. 

With more than a million 
Rwandan refugees camped 
around Lake Kivu on the 
border between Zaire and 
Rwanda, north of Uvira, 
the Kinshasa goverment 
faces serious ethnic unrest 
in the east of the country. 
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South African President Nelson Mandela and Graca Machel attend a wreath laying 
ceremony in a village on the South African - Mozambique border, at the place where 
Samora Machel, President and a liberator of the former Portugese colony, was killed 
ten years ago in a mysterious plane crash. South African President Nelson Mandela 
and his new sweethart Graca Machel made their first official apperance together at 
the ceremony ("Reuter photo) 

Nelson Mandela and new love 
mourn Machel air crash death 


MBUZINI, South Africa 
(R) — South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
and his new sweetheart 
Graca Machel made their 
first official, appearance 
together Thursday, in a cer- 
emony marked more by 
tears than kisses. 

.Mr. Mandela vowed to 
uncover the truth about her 
husband's death 10 years 
ago. 

The two arrived separate- 
ly on a remote arid hillside 
hard by the Mozambique- 
South African border, 
marked by an electric fence, 
where a Soviet plane 
crashed mysteriously on 
Oct. 19, 1986. killing 

Samora Machel. president 
and liberator of the former 
Portuguese colony. 

The couple, who made 
public their intimate rela- 
tionship just last month 
when they announced plans 
to live together part of the 
time, maintained a discreet 
distance from each other 
during ceremonies marking 
the 10th anniversary of the 
crash. 

Out of sight of photogra- 
phers. Mr. Mandela gave 
Graca a peck on the cheek 
as he arrived, and later 
briefly placed a hand on her 
shoulder to comfort her 
after they had both placed 
wreaths at a simple brick 
monument for Samora. 

But the South African 
president declined to pose 
for photographers with his 
beloved, saying he wanted 
nothing to detract from the 
solemnity of the occasion. 


“It would give the wrong 
impression,” he said. “And 
as you can see. she is quite 
disturbed at the moment." 

Onlookers in a crowd of 
some 2.000 from both sides 
of the border wore white T- 
shirts with photos of 
Samora Machei's bearded 
face . primed on rhem. 
inscribed with the words 
“Always with us." 

In an odd mixture of joy 
and pain, speeches grieving 
the tragic loss of one of 
Africa's most renowned 
freedom fighters were fol- 
lowed by traditional enter- 
tainment featuring dancers 
with machetes, kudu horns, 
ostrich feathers, animal 
skins and umbrellas. 

Bare-bottomed Swazi 
maidens were followed by 
Zulu dancers, a white- 
gloved jive group and a 
comedy army platoon 

drilling with wooden 

Kalashnikovs, all of them 
stamping up clouds of red 
dust from the dry earth in 
front of a tent shading Mr. 
Mandela and Machel. 

Mozambique President 
Joachim Chissano and the 
Russian ambassadors from 
South Africa and 

Mozambique also attended. 

In recent interviews. 51- 
year-old Graca. who 
mourned her husband for 
years after his death, has 
coyly admitted her love for . 
the 78-year-old Mandela, 
but has said she has no 
plans to marry. 

In a brief speech, she told 
the crowds her mind and 
feelings were in a tumult at 


the site where her husband 
left his blood. 

She fought back tears 
after placing flowers at his 
memorial, then retreated to 
sob quietly in the arms of 
her children. 

Mr. Mandela said the 
crash had robbed .Africa of a 
hero, and made clear he did 
not believe the findings of 
an official inquiry which 
blamed pilot error. 

Anti-apartheid forces said 
they suspected that Machel. 
a supporter of their move- 
ment was killed when his 
plane was lured off-course 
by a radar beacon planted 
by South African agents. 

“Certainty' about the pre- 
cise chain of events which 
robbed Africa of one of its 
greatest leaders still eludes 
us." he said. 

“We do know however, 
that at that time, savage 
wounds were being inflict- 
ed on our beloved southern 
Africa by the apartheid war 
machine. No corner of the 
region was spared the cruel- 
ty and.. .barbarity of the 
defenders of this crime 
against humanity'. 

“No country that identi- 
fied with the yearning of the 
South African people, no 
leader who expressed prac- 
tical solidarity with them, 
was spared." Mr. Mandela 
said. 

“We shall leave no stone 
unturned to ensure that in 
the fullness of time, nothing 
but the whole truth is 
known about these events.” 


Japanese election picture 
shapes up as LDP comeback 


TOKYO (R) — Prime 
Minister Ryu taro 

Hashimoto’s Liberal 
Democratic Party — 
trounced in 1993 elections 
— is poised to bounce back 
in Sunday's general elec- 
tion. with some political 
analysts even forecasting a 
possible landslide. 

All opinion polls have the 
LDP, Japan’s largest party, 
as favourites to either win a 
slim majority or form the 
□ext government with 
defections from other par- 
ties. 

The polls also show, how- 
ever. that the LDP is bene- 
fiting from the emergence 
of the Democratic Party, 
which is stealing critical 
votes from the main opposi- 
tion Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party), said 
Takayoshi Miyagawa of the 
Centre for Political Public 
Relations, a think tank. 

“It's not that the LDP is 
doing any better than 
expected. only that 
Shinshinto is doing far 
worse because the undecid- 
ed and anti-LDP votes 
appear to be going to the 
democrats," he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

The Democratic Party was 
formed only last month. It 
boasts as one of its leaders 
Health Minister Naoto Kan. 
who has won national hero 
status this year by uncover- 
ing his ministry’s role in 
hushing up a scandal over 
HIV-tainted blood products. 

Mr. Miyagawa said he has 
upgraded his former projec- 


tion that the LDP would 
secure about 260 seats in 
the 500-seat lower house to . 
a forecast that “even 290- 
300 seats are possible." 

Such a forecast is a dra- 
matic turnaround from what 
was expected when official 
campaigning started 10 
days ago. At that time, the 
LDP and Shinshinto were 
neck-and-neck. with neither 
expected to win a majority. 

The higher projections for 
the LDP reflect expecta- 
tions that as many as 30 of 
Sunday's winners outside 
the LDP — independents 
and members of Shinshinto 
and smaller opposition 
groups — will join the LDP 
after the election, Mr. 
Miyagawa said. 

“The key. if not sole, fac- 
tors in the rosy scenario for 
the LDP are the Democrats' 
emergence and every other 
group's desire to be part of 
the ruling party," Mr. 
Miyagawa said. 

LDP leaders have careful- 
ly laid out a welcome mat 
for the return of any prodi- 
gal sons who defected from 
the LDP when its unbroken 
38-year rule ended in 1993. 
he said. 

The LDP is also in the 
best position to take advan- 
tage of a new electoral sys- 
tem. in which 300 seats will 
be contested in first-past- 
the-post constituencies — a 
change that favours large 
parties with strong local 
Organisation. 

The other 200 seats will 
be decided by proportional 


representation, determined 
by party strength. 

, Reacting to the rosy pro- 
jections, LDP Secretary- 
General Koichi Kato has 
told party supporters not to 
let down their guard or let 
turnout fall. 

“Staying away from polls 
thinking the LDP is home 
safe is tantamount to giving 
half a vote to the opposi- 
tion,' Mr. Kato told sup- 
porters at party headquar- 
ters earlier this week. 

Surveys have shown that 
voters may stay away from 
polling stations in record 
numbers. Forecasts say the 
rumout may be below 60 
per cent. The postwar 
record low turnout is I993's 
67.26 per cent. 

The weather forecast for 
Sunday is mainly fine, 
another factor which ana- 
lysts say favours the LDP. 
because it will enable the 
party's strong nationwide 
organisation to get out the 
vote. 

The LDP ruled Japan 
from 1955 to 1993. After a 
brief period out of power, it 
came back as the dominant 
partner in a coalition gov- 
ernment from mid-1994. 

The biggest losers Sunday 
are expected to be the 
LDP s coalition partners in 
the outgoing government, 
the Social Democratic Party 
and New Pany Sakigake, 
polls say. 


Court rejects 
widow’s right to p 
husband’s sperm 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
young widow is to appeal 
against a high court rejec- 
tion of her application to be 
inseminated with the 
frozen sperm of her bis- 
band who died 18 months 
ago. The legal battle 
launched by Diane Blood 
and unprecedented in 
Britain began after she was 
refused permission to be 
impregnated with sperm 
taken from her husband in 
March 1995 while he was 
in a coma suffering from 
meningitis. The Human 
Fertilisation and Embryo- 
logy Authority (HFEA) 

„ said Ms. Blood. 30. did not 
have her husband's written 
permission. The HFEA. 
which regulates such ques- 
tions under an act of parlia- 
ment. says no artificial 
insemination con take 
place in Britain without the 
written consent of the , 
donor. Ms. Blood listened ‘ 
in iears as Judge Stephen 
Brown upheld the decision 
though he acknowledged 
that There was “universal 
sympathy” for her plight. 

He also said the law pre- 
vented her from taking her 
husband's sperm out of 
Britain for her to be 
impregnated abroad. Ms. 
Blood's lawyer said she 
would appeal the ruling. 

Rock star arrested 
on drugs charge 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Michael Hutchence, the 
singer with Australian rock 
band Inxs. was arrested 
here on suspicion of pos- 
sessing drugs and released 
on bail pending further 
inquiries, police said. \ 
Hutchence’s lover. Paula 
Yates, vvas also arrested 
and bailed this week in 
connection with an investi- 
gation into a substance 
found by police last month 
at the home they share in 
the exclusive Chelsea area 
of London. Both 
Hutchence and TV presen- 
ter Yates — the former 
wife of bish rock singer 
Bob Geldof — deny that 
the substance, found under 
a bed. was theirs, and are 
believed to have told police 
it was placed there by 
someone else. After news 
of last month’s police raid 
on the Hutchence- Yates 
residence emerged, Geldof, 

41, made a high court 
application for temporal?/ J 
custody of the three chilrf . 
dren he had had with Yates." 
But after his ex-wife's 
return last week from 
Australia, where she had 
been on holiday with 
Hutchence, a four-day cus- 
tody hearing ended with 
the former married couple 
agreeing to continue shar- 
ing the care of Fifi 
Trixibelle. 13. Peaches, six, 
and Pixie, four. 

Phone boxing 

COLMAR, France (AFP) 

— A couple found beating 
each other up in a phone 
box in the middle of the 
night were arrested and 
ordered to do community 
service, police said Friday. 
“While officers were 
patrolling they saw a man 
and a woman exchanging 
blows in a telephone box. 1 ’ 
said a spokesman. “It was 
like two fish in a goldfish 
bowl.” he said. 

.. 

Dutch store drops 1 
‘nazi’ coat I 


AMSTERDAM (R) - 
Dutch department store De 
Bijenkorf has removed a 
woman's coat from its new 
fashion line after com- 
plaints that it resembled a 
Nazi uniform, De Telegraaf 
newspaper said. The print 
on the coat was an almost 1 r> 

exact match with the pat' ' *1$^ \ 
tern of the camouflage bat- * 

tledress worn by the 
Waffen-SS. which was 
responsible for many atroc- 
ities during World War ft 
the paper said. The 149 ; 

guilder ($90) coat was 
removed from the racks 
last night by Bijenkorf 
management. It appeared ; 
in a catalogue widely <&- 
tributed in the Netheriai&V;* - 
Wednesday. The store Wi^. ‘ 

be asking its buyers for ® ' 
explanation of the indda& 
the paper said. Bijenkorf 
Was not immediate ly aVfflr , • -- . 

able for comment. . ■ • 
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metres from parliament and the presidential palace (Reuter photo) 

Anti-nuclear protest staged outside Taiwan parliament 

Taipei (afpi — About 

two dozen anti-nuclear pro- 
testors clashed with riot 


t»: ! : _:i 


r5: 



police here Friday as thou- 
sands massed around Tai- 
wan's parliament before a 
key vote on a controversial 
nuclear power plant. 

The clashes occured dur- 
ing a standoff between 
about 4,000 riot police and 
some 2.000 protestor; mo- 
bilized by the main opposi- 
tion Democratic Progres- 
sive Party (DPP) and" the 
radical Taiwan Indepen- 
dence Party (TAJP). 

Two TAJP activists threw 
petrol bombs from a van at 
a riot police vehicle, as a 
breakaway group tried to 


breach police barricades 
around the nearby presiden- 
tial palace. 

The van got to within 300 
metres of the palace before 
military police hauled out 
ifie pair. Chang Shuang-Fu 
and Chiu Wen-Kui. and 
arrested them. 

A local photographer and 
a police officer also re- 
quired several stitches in die 
head after protestors beat 
them up. witnesses said. 

The riot police had been 
deployed to guard the par- 
liament. the adjacent presi- 
dential palace, the foreign 
ministry, the education min- 
istry and other government 
units. 


The breakaway group of 
about 20 demonstrators tore 
down flags left over from 
Oct. 10 national day cele- 
bration?. and used the flag- 
poles to battle police, bin 
final!) backed off as riot 
police advanced on them. 

The protest, which includ- 
ed another 20 political and 
environmental groups and 
scores of university, stu- 
dents. began with an over- 
night vigil, when about 100 
vehicles gathered outside 
parliament sounding their 
homs. 

Parliament will later Fri- 
day vote on whether to 
scrap a may decision to 
block rhe controversial 


A Taiwanese military police officer puts a head lock on an anti-nuclear protester dur- 
ing a clash outside the presidential palace Friday. The protester had driven a truck, 
loaded with other activists, through a razor-wire police barricade in front of the 
palace (Reuter photo) 


$6.4-billion nuclear power 
plant and other nuclear pro- 
grams. 

The plant would be Tai- 
wan's fourth nuclear power 
station. 

Some 8 OC 1 elderly resi- 
dents from nonhem Kung 
Liao township, where the 
nuclear plant is planned to 
be located, also took pan in 
the demonstration. 

“We'd rather die than 
have the plant," one of them 
said. 

.Another group of about 
200 Kung Liao residents 
held a separate demonstra- 
tion outside the economics 
ministry, pelting the build- 
ing with eggs and jostling 
with police, local television 
reported. 

“We must fight to the end 
against the construction of 
the power facilities, and we 
urge the legislators oppos- 
ing to the project to stay 
firm,'* said Taipei County 
Magistrate You Ching of the 
DPP. who was among the 
protestors. • • _ 

The DPP voted early Fri- 
day to boycott the vote, offi-. 
cials said, but the TAIP has 
consistently criticised the- 
opposition party for making 
concessions to the govern- 
ment on the issue. 

Taiwanese Premier Lien 
Chan of the ruling Kuomin- 
tang (KMT) said Thursday 
the nuclear project must go 
ahead to meet growing 
power shortages on this 
energy-scarce island. 

A vote of one-third of 
lawmakers at the session is 
required to override a par- 
liamentary decision. The 
KMT holds 83 seats in the 
164-member house. 


Japan cult guru throws murder trial into confusion 
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TOKYO (R) — The cult 
leader accused of master- 
minding last year's Tokyo 
subway gas attack threw his 
murder trial into confusion 
Friday by first admitting 
responsibility in a court- 
room outburst and then 
declaring his innocence. 

After weeks of stony 
silence during his months- 
long trial. Shoko Asahara 
surprised the court with his 
outburst during cross exam- 
ination of a top disciple at 
the Tokyo district court. 

Mr. Asahara is guru of 
Aum Shinri Kyo (Supreme 
"'.Truth Sect), a doomsday 
cult that prosecutors say 
planned to bring down the 
Japanese government with 

its attacks." 

Mr. Asahara. who said he 
had heard from his “gods", 
also warned court-appoint- 
ed defence lawyers they 
would die if they continued 
questioning the disciple. 
Yoshihiro Inoue. ibe guru's 


m 


ihe 


top lieutenant 
gassing. 

"Yoshihiro Inoue was for- 
merly my disciple. He is 
also a man of accomplish- 
ment. 1 would like to shoul- 
der responsibility for all 
incidents. So please slop 
questioning him.” Mr. 
Asahara said. 

“I was instructed by God 
in my detention cell this 
morning." Mr. Asahara. 
whose real name is Chizuo 
Marsumoto, told the judge. 

"If he (Inoue) is ques- 
tioned, you t the defence 
team) will also die.” Mr. 
Asahara said. 

It was the first time Mr. 
Asahara had publicly admit- 
ted to the subway attack in 
March last year, which 
killed 1 1 and made some 
6,000 ill. 

The court went into recess 
after Mr. A Sahara's out- 
burst, reconvening an hour 
later. 

After consulting with his 


lawyers during the recess, 
Mr. Asahara. 41. stood up 
and this rime declared his 
innocence. 

“Although 1 am complete- 
ly innocent. I don't want to 
torment the great sou! of a 
man like Inoue,” Mr. 
Asahara said. 

The prosecution had called 
Inoue as one of its witnesses 
in Mr. Asahara’s six-month- 
long trial for murder in the 
subway attack. 

Since his arrest. Mr. Inoue 
has spoken out against Mr. 
asahara. saying he was 
under the influence of the 
guru who directly ordered 
the attack. 

Mr. Asahara. arrested in 
May 1995. has been indict- 
ed on 17 charges ranging 
from murder ro illegal pro- 
duction of drugs and wea- 
pons. He faces the death pe- 
nalty by hanging if convict- 
ed. 

He has refused to enter 
pleas in all of his trials. 


But scores of his follow- 
ers have testified in court in 
their own trials that he or- 
dered the gas attacks and 
other crimes. 

About 30 of Mr. Asahara 's 
top lieutenants have also 
been indicted for the sub- 
way gassing, the murder of 
a follower who tried to quit 
the group, use of illegal 
drugs and attempts to mass- 
produce Russian-designed 
automatic weapons. 

As well as being charged 
with the Tokyo subway at- 
tack, Mr. Asahara has been 
accused of masterminding a 
nerve gas attack on the cen- 
tral Japanese city of Maisu- 
moto in July 1994 that 
killed seven people and 
made 600 ill. 

The 1 0,000-member Aum 
Shinri Kyo. which has al- 
ready been declared bank- 
rupt, is under threat of ex- 
tinction as Japan is expected 
to outlaw the doomsday cult 
in several months. 


Miss World India venue will not change — organisers 


BOMBAY (R) — Organisers of the Miss World 1996 beau- 
ty contest Thursday said they would not shift the pageant 
from the southern Indian ci ty of Bangalore despite protests 
by women and political activists. 

“I want ro categorically state that the Miss World pageant 
will take place in Bangalore," Munohar Arcul. general man- 
ager of Amitabh Bachchun Corporation Ltd i.ABCL), told a 
news conference in Bombay. , 

"ABCL is committed to staging the evenr in Bangalore. 
Mr Arcot denied reports that the pageant was being shill- 
ed to the western state of Goa. adding the state ol 
.cJCamataka. of which Bangalore is the capital, was tinnly 

''and absolutely committed to the event. 

The contest, scheduled for Nov. 12 to 2x has evoked 
protests from conservative Hindus in Karnataka, 
“ratay- aboul 100 members of .he Afchil nn 
Vidhyarthi Parishad ( ABVP). the youth wing at the Hindu 
Nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, raised banners decrying 


the ABCL outside ics office in the suburb of Juhu Thursday. 

“This Miss World contest is deplorable. It only highlights 
the physical aspect of a woman and it treats them as com- 
modities,” said Chandnikant Wagmare, an ABVP activist 

Beauty contests have become popular with upper classes 
in India’s major cities in the past two years after the coun- 
try's representative won Miss Universe and Miss World 
titles in 1994. 

"Aishwaryn Rai became Miss World. The only thing she 
did was to bring Pepsi to India. What India basically needs 
is pure drinking water," said Minal Marathe, another ABVP 
activist. 

Ms. Rai models for the American soft drink giant. 

The organisers have already shifted rhe swimsuit section 
of the pageant to the Indian Ocean islands of the Seychelles 
to soothe conservative local protesters. 

Mr. Arcot denied the decision had been taken under pres- 
sure. 


Dole takes gloves off in 
last-ditch bid against Clinton 


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 
( R) — Republican Bob 
Dole has taken the gloves 
off in his last-ditch battle to 
catch up with President Bill 
Clinton, adding a new 
charge of democratic “mo- 
ney laundering" to a list of 
alleged ethical misdeeds. 

With 1 8 days to go before 
die election, Mr. Dole 
planned a grading schedule 
of rallies Friday here, in 
Wichita, Kansas, and .in 
Denver before stopping for 
the nighi in London, Ken- 
tucky. 

He arrived here from Cali- 
fornia where he concluded a 
four-day trip Thursday, 
demonstrating his aggres- 
sive new style. Mr. Dole 
said in effect, ‘no more Mr. 
nice guy.' by heeding his 
advisers who had urged him 
to get tough in a go-for- 
broke effort to come from 
behind and win rhe election. 

The question remained 
whether his aggressive style 
will attract or turn off vot- 
ers. Some advisers fear it 
will remind undecided vot- 
ers of the Dole image of 
old, the hard-edged “hatchet 
man” first etched in 1976. 

That was when, as the 
vice presidential running 
mate with then-President 
Gerald Ford, he referred to 
"democrat wars” for this 
century's wartime deaths 
and casualties. 

Mr. Dole's get-tough stra- 
tegy was evident in the final 
debate with Mr. Clinton 
Wednesday in San Diego. 

Post-debate polls gave the 
debate to Mr. Clinton but 
Mr. Dole national chairman 
Donald Rumsfeld, a former 
defence secretary, attributed 
the losing debate polls to 
instant reactions by people 
w'ho dislike critical attacks. 
Talking to reporters, he pre- 
dicted that in a few days 
dole would pick up support 
from the debate. 

“We're going to * get 
tough," Mr. ’Dole 'said, in 
Riverside. California, ro a 
partisan audience Thursday. 
“You haven't seen anything 
yet.” 

Then during rallies in 
Riverside 3 nd in Glendale, 
California, before flying 
here, Mr. Dole accused Mr. 
Clinton of being soft on 
illegal immigration and 
drug imports, breaking 
1 992 campaign promises 
for a middle-class tax cut 
and for leading a party that 



Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole greets the crowd at a presidential cam- 
paign stop at the Mission Inn in Riverside, California. Sen. Dole promised a tough- 
battle for vote-rich California as he charged President Bill Clinton with a "sorry 
record'* on illegal immigration, a heated issue in this state (Reuter photo) 


has accepted what he said 
were improper donations 
and “money laundering" of 
foreign funds. 

This last charge was a 
rewed-up version of his 
criticism of repons of hun- 
dred thousand dollars in 
contributions- - 4o “* rtie fc 
Democratic Party ' — ndf to~ 
Me. Clinton’s campaign 
directly — of money from 
people associated with the 
giant Lippo Group banking 
combine in Indonesia. 

At one rally he told the 
crowd that the Unired States 
was getting “foreign aid” 
from Indonesia interests. 

He also assailed a 
fundraiser attended by Vice- 
President A1 Gore at a 
Buddhist temple last April 
near Los Angeles — where 


members take vows of 
poverty — but where Mr. 
Dole said democrats got 
thousands of dollars. 

“The next thing is they'll 
have a fundraiser at a home- 
less ‘shelter.” said Mr. Dole 
_ of Jhe reports. of the Bud- 
dhist temple money-raising.' 
"In Glendale,* ' California, 
he said people involved in 
the Buddhist affair report- 
edly were Taiwanese — 
"somebody brought in the 
cash” and somebody passed 
it on. “That’s called money 
laundering, and they've 
done so much of it they’ve 
got a laundromat next to the 
vice president's house in 
Washington. D.C," he said. 

The Dole campaign an- 
nounced it will make a ma- 
jor effort to win California. 


the nation's biggest stare 
with 54 electoral votes out 
of the 270 a candidate needs 
to win the presidency. 

Mr. Dole campaign man- 
ager Scott Reed told repor- 
ters the campaign would 
spend “in the millions” in 
~ ads to r wKt California with- 
out givingdetaifs. 

California Attorney Gene- 
ral Dan Lundgren told re- 
porters that the Dole cam- 
paign had promised 20 ap- 
pearances by Mr. Dole, run- 
ning mate Jack Kemp and 
Mr. Dole’s wife, Elizabeth, 
until election day on Nov. 5- 
Mr. Reed said the campaign 
has $25 million left and state 
parties have about S30 mil- 
lion. which campaign aides 
estimated was more than the 
Clinton campaign. 


Dostum’s military strength coveted 
by warring Afghan factions 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF (AFP) 
— Far from the chaos of 
Kabul and th Taleban's 
forced Islamicisation, 
Mazar-e-Sharif is held 
with an iron grip by ethnic 
Uzbek warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

This “capital” of northern 
Afghanistan is an oasis on 
the edge of a war in which 
the backing of Gen. 
Dostum's forces is now 
eagerly sought by rival 
militias. Gen. Dostum has 
run northern Afghanistan 
autonomously from the 
Kabul government since 
1992 and presides over a 
veritable boomtown. 

In its dusty, noisy streets, 
400 kilometres from the 
capital, pictures of Indian 
actresses still adorn the win- 
dows of well-stocked 
shops. Such images have 
disappeared from Kabul 
since its capture by the 
Taleban militia three weeks 
ago and the imposition of 
strict Islamic law there. In 
offices in Mazur, unveiled 
women wearing make-up 
still welcome a visitor. 

However, in Kabul, the 
Taleban have forbidden 
girls from attending school 
and women from working at 
jobs outside the home. 
Men are required to grow 
beards. 

“Mazar is Kabul before 
the Taleban," said a 
Western journalist, a can of 
beer in his hand, before 
heading south to the Salang 
Pass — the boundary of 
Gen. Dostum's fiefdom — 
where the forces of the 
deposed government’s top 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood have been waging 
a guerrilla war against the 
Taleban. 

"The Taleban won’t come 
here and I wouldn’t grow a 


beard,” said one of Gen. 
Dostum's commanders, 
Ahmad Wadjid, wearing a 
camouflage uniform with a 
Kalishnikov slung across 
his shoulder. 

A splendid blue mosque 
nearby contains the mau- 
soleum of Ali, son-in-law 
of the Prophet Mohammad. 
Mazar-e-Sharif means “the 
tomb of the king" in Farsi. 

Portraits of Gen. Dostum, 
in the style of Iraq's Saddam 
Hussein, hang everywhere 
from Mazar 's ochre bas- 
tions. Invisible from the 
road behind rampart* sur- 
rounding roughly-made 
blockhouses, dozens of new 
T-55 and T-72 tanks of 
Soviet design stand along- 
side the wrecks of machine- 
gun carriers rusting in the 
sun — a reminder that dur- 
ing the Soviet occupation 
from 1979 to 1989. the 
Mujahadeen were also 
active here. 

Gen. Dostuni. governor 
of Mazar, was a renegade to 
the communist regime 
which disappeared in 1992. 
Now master of the north 
and supported by the former 
Soviet republics of Central 
Asia and Russia, other 
Afgahn factions are trying 
to forge an alliance with 
him. 

Gen. Dostum, whose 
forces are estimated at sev- 
eral tens of thousands, has 
ran six provinces in north- 
ern Afghanistan since he 
broke with the last com- 
munist regime. 

Last week, faction leaders 
Masood and Gen. Dostum 
met near the Salang Tunnel 
to try to establish a military 
alliance against the Taleban. 
Movement opposes no eth- 
nic group.” 


Asian Titans Battle for 
Security Council seat 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Amid charges of dollar 
diplomacy and dirty tricks, 
the battle of Asian rivals 
Japan and India for a place 
on the U.N. Security 
Council is to be resolved 
Monday, but die outcome is 
far from certain. 

The general assembly 
will elect five new mem- 
bers of the 1 5-strong Secu- 
rity Council made up of 10 
non-permanent or rotating 
members with two-year 
mandates and five perma- 
nent members with veto 
rights — Britain. China, 
France, Russia and the 
United States. 

The Asian rivals have 
both led aggressive and 
lengthy campaigns that 
have turned ugly at times. 
“Diay tricks" charges have 
also been levelled against 
Portugal which is in a'sepa- 
rate tight competition with 
Australia. 

Most diplomats here give 
economic powerhouse 
Japan the edge while admit- 
ting that India, with a popu- 
lation nearing one billion, 
will be tough to beai and 
they expect the vote to go., 
beyond (he fiat round. A 
two-thirds majority is 
required for victory. 

• India, represented at the 
U.N. by Prakash Shah, for- 
merly posted in Tokyo, and 
Japanese envoy Hisashi 
Owada, the father of Ja- 
pan's future empress. 
Crown Princess Masako. 
have assiduously courted 
all 183 other U.N. mem- 
bers. 

Asian sources suggest 
that India fears Tokyo is 
using “Yen diplomacy” to 
buy votes with promises of 
economic cooperation and 


threats of aid cut-offs. 

They cite Japan’s invitation 
of African U.N. representa- 
tives to Tokyo in August for 
an all-expenses paid confer- 
ence on development. 

They allege that Japan has 
also promised money to help 
pay U.N. dues for uimost 10 
countries unable to vote at 
the general assembly be- 
cause (hey are in arrears. 

In contrast, Mr. Shah 
asserted that all votes for 
New Delhi would be freely 
given. “We are not twisting 
arms.” he said. 

Because of the secret bal- 
lot. “anything i.s possible” 
Monday, said a source fa- 
miliar with general assem- 
bly voting habits. 

Diplomats say (hat India 
has suggested to potential 
supporters that they are 
only committed to their 
word in a first round, and 
could drop Japan in subse- 
quent ballots. 

New Delhi is pushing India 
as a counterbalance iO U.S. 
and western influence, offer- 
ing itself as a voice "of the 
majority" and the “under- 
privileged." 

India's opposition to the 
comprehensive test ban trea- 
ty will not necessarily harm 
its candidature. At last 
month's vote to adopt die 
treaty, India took a firm stand 
without attempting to block 
the decision by an over- 
whelming majority, 

“We can stuml alone when 
it becomes necessary." said 
Mr. Shah. 

He said that a security 
council that wants to be ta- 
ken seriously should he bal- 
anced. and expressed con- 
cern about the over-represen- 
tation of "rich countries." 
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Time to prepare flights 


A JORDANIAN request for an approval by 
the U.N. to resume Royal Jordanian flights 
from Amman to Baghdad certainly is now 
more worthy of consideration by the interna- 
tional body, although it was never an unsound 
proposition. True the implementation of the 
oil-for-food deal that Traq has signed with the 
U.N. is being put on hold for the time being 
due to uncertainties in the north of the coun- 
try as a result of factional fighting among 
Iraqi Kurds. But the truth is that all prepara- 
tions should be made now for the deal to go 
through when the time is right. .After ail, the 
agreement has been duly negotiated and con- 
cluded and will be ready for implementation 
as soon as the situation stabilises in the 
Kurdish areas. 

With this in mind, the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee may at least approve in principle 
the request by Royal Jordanian to fly a limit- 
ed number of flights between Amman and the 
Iraqi capital and make its execution contin- 
gent on restoring stability to the north of Iraq. 

That making Iraq accessible to the outside 
world by air is necessary for the purpose of 
the eventual enforcement of Security Council 
resolution 986 is a foregone conclusion. There 
is no way that the humanitarian objectives of 
the resolution can be more easily and practi- 
cally served than in restoring the air link 
between Baghdad and Amman. 

For starters, U.N. personnel who would 
supervise th/g. application of the accord would 
clearly need an efficient and speedy method of- ‘ 
travelling, to- Iraq. The transfer of medicines' 
and foodstuffs to that country, on the other 
hand, also calls for the use of air transport. 

There is a reservoir of trust already estab- 
lished between us and the U.N. on the ability 
and determination of Jordan to halt any vio- 
lation of the sanctions regime. Additionally, 
and in order to protect our own interests. 
Jordan will not allow the projected flights to 
circumvent the boycott. The supervision and 
regulation of the flights would be in safe 
hands, to be sure. 

When we keep in mind that Jordan is mere- 
ly asking for an international approval for a 
limited number of regular flights to facilitate 
official international connections with 
Baghdad, and the actual implementation of a 
U.N. resolution, it becomes clear that any 
further procrastination over a decision on this 
request might be seen as politically motivated 
and as such indefensible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


MUNES RA2ZAZ. a writer for Al Ra'i. wondered 
win the Islamic jihad and hamas have stopped their 
suicide bombings against Israel following the rise to 
power by the Likud and its allies. It is a mystery to see 
these two groups, which blew up the vehicles in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv prompting Israel to suspend the 
peace process and tighten the closure on the West Bank, 
fall silent, said the writer. Some say that these groups 
stopped their campaigns because they have achieved 
their goal of causing the peace process to fail, but the 
fact is that this process has not stopped and the 
Palestinians are more likely now to get a worse deal 
than before, according to the writer. Stressing that he is 
not encouraging further acts of violence but merely sur- 
prised by the behaviour of haraas and the Islamic jihad 
and their passive stand vis-d-vis the government of 
Be ny am in Netanyahu and its practices. ~the writer said 
the suicide bombings against Israel have succeeded 
only in strengthening the IsraeIi-U,S. alliance. He said 
the man in the street wants to hear the views of Islamic 
jihad and hamas about their present behaviour and their 
lack of action against Israel s continued atrocities. 


THE OUTCRY in the Arab media over Israel's illegal 
measures at the Aqsa Mosque and in Jerusalem and its 
killing of Arab protesters did nothing to stop the Jewish 
state and its hardline government from pursuing their 
practices against the Palestinians, said Mohammad 
Daoud. a writer for Al Dustour. The seminars, articles 


and demonstrations did not contribute to ending Israel's 


inov es which are clearly designed to judaise the Arab 
city with ail its religious sites. Indeed, since the 1967 
occupation. Jerusalem has been the main target of the 
Zionists who have been taking a series of measures to 
secure the success of their plots, noted the writer. 
Expressing pessimism over the situation and the farure 
of the city, the writer said that the Arab and Islamic 
nations have served lip service to the Palestinians 
through their denunciation of Israel’s measures but, 
regrettably, fell silent afterwards, refraining from tak- 
ing a practical move that could put an end to Israel’s 
illegal actions. The Arabs and Muslims, said the writer, 
June not yet learnt that mere words of condemnation 
and complaints to the United Nations can never deter 
Israel from committing further crimes. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa Ke ilani 


‘If Israel is not committed to peace, 



agreements 


are worthless’ 








LET US understand one thing loud and clear: No matter 
how Israel looks at it, there is no escape from the reali- 
ty that there will not be any movement on the peace 
negotiations if the Jewish state insists on maintaining 
everything to suit itself in the final status talks w'hich, 
from the look of things at present, have set back all 
Palestinian hopes. 

No matter how the Israeli negotiators try to polish 
their plans for a redeployment in Hebron, it is clear that 
the basic objective is to ensure that nothing happens to 
the Jewish settlement in the centre of the town and that 
will continue to be a fait accompli in the final status 
talks to avert any Palestinian argument for full 
Palestinian control of the city. 

It is against this background that the Palestinian posi- 
tion. which is supported by Jordan and the Arab World 
at large, should be seen. We ail see clearly that the 
Israeli argument that the ‘'security" of the 420 or so 
Jewish settlers living in Hebron should be ensured 
against a ‘‘hostile* Palestinian population of 120.000 is 
simply based on the desire to ensure that the settlers 
remain in the city and could be a strong factor to support 
whatever argument Israel wants to put up in the final 
status talks on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

It is against the realisation of this fact that Jordan has 
also affirmed its belief that the Middle East peace 
process would be in grave danger without an Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron, as the Jewish state agreed 
with the Palestinians last year. Needless to say. any 
change in any agreement that Israel has already reached 
with the Palestinians also bode ill for the future of other 
accords it has signed with other Arab parties. Jordan 
included. The most vivid factor in this respecr for Jordan 
is the Israeli acknowledgement of the Hashemite’s role 
in the Islamic holy places in Arab Jerusalem in the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty of October 1994. 

Now. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 


obvious! v taken aback by the overall Arab and Muslim 
as well as international reaction to his unilateral moves 
in Arab Jerusalem, says he wants to maintain good rela- 
tions with Jordan. 

Of course, given Jordans consistent moderate 
approach and anxiety not to pose hurdles in the path of 
the peace process, the Kingdom might accept Mr. 
Netanyahu's argument, but not before the Israeli prime 
minister showsliis sincerity and good faith while deal- 
ing with the Palestinians. 


Palestinian, Arab and Muslim anger over his whimsical 
actions in Arab East Jerusalem? 

That is where the comments of the King were direct- 
ed: what Mr. Netanvahu lacked was the vision of peace 
that Yitzhak Rabin had. It is not simply making peace, 
or more accurately, making gestures of making peace 
with the Arabs that matters, what matters is a vision of 
Arab-Israeli coexistence based on respect for the rights 
of each other. It is this vision that appears to be eluding 
Mr. Netanyahu. 
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“ What Mr. Netanyahu lacked was the 

vision of peace that Yitzhak Rabin 


All reports from the Taba talks also indicate that Mr. 
Netanyahu's representatives there, negotiating with the 
Palestinians, are continuing to pose serious hurdles in 
the name of security for the settlers in Hebron. Well. the 


had . It is not simply making peace , or long and short of it is simple: What are the settlers doing 
more accurately , making gestures of 

making peace with the Arabs that mat- patrolling other parts of the West Bank to ensure that the 


ters. What matters is a vision of Arab- 
Israeli coexistence based on respect 
for the rights of each other. It is this 
vision that appears to be eluding Mr. 
Netanyahu. ” 


According to Israeli newspapers. Mr. Netanyahu was 
not only slightly upset but absolutely angry over 
Jordan's reaction and the tough comments made by His 
Majesty King Hussein at the Washington summit as 
well as subsequent media interviews. 

The question here is: How did Mr. Netanyahu expect 
Jordan to react? Did he think that Jordan would simply 
keep quiet and try to intercede on his behalf to queLl 


Israeli grip on the land is not loosened? 

So, let us not kid ourselves, and let us not be taken in 
by any lame argument of security that Israel poses. 

The Palestinians have to have full control over 
Hebron, as any part of the West Bank, and any interim 
arrangement for security for the settlers there should be 
negotiated in the good faith that the Palestinian National 
Authority is not out to murder those settlers. If anything, 
Israel should be thankful that the PNA is willing to 
negotiate something less than full control over Hebron 
atlhis point in time, with hopes that the final status 
talks could produce a solution to the presence of Jewish 
settlers in Palestinian lands. But if Israel continues to 
insist on bavins its own way in Hebron, or any other { 
part of the West Bank, then it is dear that whatever * 
agreement the Taba talks produce would not be worth 
the paper it is written on. 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


King’s visit to Jericho — a real boost 
to Palestinians’ hope for real peace 


Reviewed by 
Elia Nasrallah 


THE LOCAL press last 
week gave prominence 
to King Hussein's visit 
to -Jericho; in a show of 
support- for • .the 
Palestinian people, as 
well as the situation in 
the occupied Palestinian 
lands and domestic 


issues. 

The King's visit to 
Jericho meant a lot to the 
Palestinians who are in 
need of support from 
their Arab kinsmen in 
the face of Israel’s prac- 
tises. said Sultan Hattab, 
a writer for AJ Ra’i. 

Stressing that Jordan 
has always been sup- 
portive of the Palestinian 
people’s struggle for 
freedom, the writer said 
that it goes without say- 
ing that the two peoples 
on the two sides of the 
River Jordan have a 
common future and 


common aspirations. 

The Palestinians, who 
turned out in force to 
welcome the King, feel 
that their struggle for 
freedom is bound to be 
successful and that their 
twin brothers are doing 
all they can to achieve 
that goal, said the writer. 

King Hussein has sup- 
porters in the Israeli 
peace camp too, accord- 
ing to the writer who 
said that the visit will 
enhance the Israeli peace 
groups’ endeavours to 
help achieve a lasting 
peace. 

Dwelling on the same 
topic, Mohammad 
Kawash. a writer for Al 
Dustour. said that it was 
in Jericho, in the wake of 
the 1948 war. that the 
Palestinian leaders gath- 
ered and met the late 
King Abdullah to forge 
unity between the two 
banks of the River 
Jordan. 

It is in Jericho that 
King Hussein met last 
week ■ with the 
Palestinian leadership 
and people in order to 
display Jordan’s full 
support for their efforts 
to pursue a just and hon- 
ourable peace, said the 
writer. 

This visit bears a great 
significance and it is 
another move on the part 
of Jordan to open the 
road for peace, and also 
a show of support for the 
Palestinians who are 
negotiating a peace 


agreement with Israel, 
added the writer. 

At the same time, he 
said, the King's visit to 
Jericho served as a clear 
message to Israel • that 
the Palestinians are not 
alone in the struggle for 
achieving peace and 
that Jordan is deter- 
mined to back their 
endeavours. 

By visiting Jericho, 
said the writer, the King 
aimed to stimulate the 
world .. community’s 
efforts and give momen- 
tum to the peace 
process. 

The 1994 Jordan-Israel 
peace agreement provid- 
ed for a special role for 
Jordan at the holy places 
of Jerusalem, according 
to a writer for Al Ra'i. At 
the beginning, it looked 
as though the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians will 
be in dispute over the 
right to administer the 
holy places in 
Jerusalem, but the two 
sides soon came to an 
agreement when Jordan 
announced that it would 
give up its role to the 
Palestinians once they 
have reached agreement 
with Israel over a final 
settlement, said Fahed 
Fanek. 

The Israeli opening of 
the tunnel under the 
Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound, said the writer, 
has triggered a 
Jordanian-Israeli dispute 
because the move con- 
stituted a violation of the 
1994 peace agreement 
and was an encroach- 
ment over Jordan’s 
rights. 

The writer demanded 
that Jordan be allowed to 
station a police force at 
the Haram Al Sharif 
compound, which 
encompasses the Aqsa 
and the holy shrines, so 
that it can be in a posi- 
tion to prevent farther 
encroachments. 

Taher Al Adwan, a 
writer for Al Dustour. 
commented on King 
Hussein’s visit to Jericho 
by saying that the 
Palestinians and the 
Jordanians constitute 
one single family with a 
common past and with 
die same aspirations and 
future. 

Demanding that 
Jordanians ~ and 
Palestinians pool their 
efforts and work togeth- 
er to ensure the libera- 
tion of the Arab and the 


holy places, the writer 
warned that if Israel suc- 
ceeded in judaising 
Jerusalem, this special 
relationship could.be in 
jeopardy. 

The writer, said that 
there will be no econom- 
ic significance for the 
Sheikh Hussein bridge 
and the Aqaba-Eilat cor- 
ridor if the King Hussein 
and Prince Mohammad 
bridges, connecting the 
West Bank and Jordan, 
remain closed. The 
writer said that the Arab 
masses want to see the 
unique relationship 
between the two banks 
and two peoples translat- 
ed into action on the 
ground and they want to 
see the two peoples 
forming a unity in deed, 
rather than word, in con- 
fronting any challenge to 
their common future. 

In commenting on the 
U.S. role in the peace 
process. Mahmoud 
Rimawi. who writes for 
AJ Ra'i, said that the 
United States, which is 
sponsoring the process, 
has failed to live up to 
the expectations and 
failed to pressure the 
aggressors into comply- 
ing with the require- 
ments of peace. 

The U.S. administra- 
tion realises and admits 
that Israel's intransi- 
gence is making it more 
difficult for the two 
sides to reach agreement 
and yet it is doing noth- 
ing in the face of Israel’s 
practices that are 
obstructing peace, said 
the writer. 

Referring to President 
Arafat’s suggestion that 
U.S. forces be stationed 
in Hebron to protect the 
Jewish settlers in the city 
and police any future 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment, the writer said that 
the American adminis- 
tration should have wel- 
comed the idea rather 
than reject it because it 
would have brought the 
negotiations to a happy 
end. 

The write urged the 
United States to shoul- 
der its responsibilities 
and act in a manner that 
would speed up rather 
than delay a final settle- 
ment. 

Mohammad Subeihi. a 
columnist for Al 
Dustour, said that the 
words of support for the 
Palestinians, as 

expressed by the Arab 


and Muslim countries, 
should be translated into 
action. 

What the Arab people 
of Palestine and Arab 
countries expect is a 
pan-Arab campaign to 
raise funds that would 
help them remain stead- 
fast in their homeland 
and the Palestinian soil, 
said the writer. 

The Arab city of 
Jerusalem is inhabited 
by 180,000 Jews and 
150.000 Arabs, but soon 
the Jews will overwhelm 
the Arab population if 
the latter continue to 
face insurmountable dif- 
ficulties that could force 
them to leave their 
homeland, warned the 
writer. 

He said that the idea of 
collecting one dinar per 
year from every Arab 
citizen in the Arab 
World, as suggested by a 
recent seminar on 
Jerusalem, should be 
seriously considered 
because such a project is 
necessary to provide 
materia] support for the 
Palestinians and help 
protect the Arab identity 
of the holy city. 

Taher Adwan. a writer 
for A I Dustour, dis- 
cussed the grievances of 
the doctors and the nurs- 
es who are employed by 
the public sector and 
who are threatening to 
stage strikes to back 
demands for higher pay 
and better working con- 
ditions. 

Should the doctors and 
the nurses go on strike 
by the end of this month, 
as they threaten to do, 
the health services in 
Jordan will be paralysed, 
warned the writer. 

The doctors and the 
nurses have all the right 
to demand an allowance 
in view of the continu- 
ous rise in the cost of 
living, on the one hand, 
and the heavy work they 
undertake, on the ocher, 
said the writer. 

One visit to Al Bashir 
Hospital, for instance, 
said the writer, can 
clearly reveal to the 
. observer the heavy work 
imposed on these dedi- 
cated men and women. 
He said that doctors and 
nurses are entitled to get 
wages at least equal to 
those of their colleagues 
in the other semi-public 
and private hospitals. 


LETTERS 


All are equal under the law 


To the Editor 


I THANK minister Hammad Abu Jamous and the 
Ministry of Social Development for their efforts, but 
take issue with their approach to provide equality and 
employment for our disabled fellow citizens. The pri- 
vate sector, and I would include myself among the peo- 
ple ready to help, should be able to assist in any way 
possible the noble cause of integrating the disabled 
into the general society. However, and in order to tack- 
le the problem effectively, it is necessary to get to the 
roots of it. 

In 1993, law number 12 for the Welfare of Disabled 
Persons was passed and ratified. The law is based on 
article number 31 of the Jordanian constitution, which 
states that “all Jordanians are equal," as well as on 
Arab-Islamic values, the National Charter, the princi- 
ples governing education, the World Declaration on 
Human Rights, and the International Declaration on 
Disabled Persons. 

Article 4 of the law places responsibility w ith the rel- 
evant ministries and governmental department to pro- 
vide for the general welfare of disbled persons. The 
law. considered pioneering in the region, goes a long 
way in addressing the needs of the disabled, but falls 
short in several areas. It should not be named the law 
for the welfare of the disabled, but rather the “anti-dis- 
crimination law." 

Disabled persons, according to the Jordanian consti- 
tution. are equal under the law. and therefore should be 
provided with the same services and privileges as the 
able bodied. A “favour" or a “special service" is not 
being provided: only what is legally and ethically 
required. 

Certain parts of the legislation are in themselves dis- 
criminatory. Article 4f. for example, requires establish- 
ments with 25-50 workers to hire one disabled person, 
and firms with more than 50 employees to hire two dis- 
abled workers. This article is discriminatory both 
against a disbled as well as an able-bodied person. The 
reasoning is as follows: the basic constitutional 
premise is legal equality among ali Jordanians. By 
putting a quota system, one is automatically discrimi- 
nating. An employer may end up having to turn away 
an able-bodied applicant for a less qualified disabled 
person. Once the employer fulfills the quota, he has no 
incentive to hire more disabled employees. 

The correct line is that a disabled person, applying 
for a job, must have an equal chance of getting that job 
as an able-bodied person. This means accessibility and 
suitable accommodation, which the law guarantees. 

But the law is not being enforced in any way, shape 
or form. The Amman Municipality, for example, does 
not enforce the disabled access code when pertaining 
to commercial buildings and public spaces. When this 
issue was raised, we learned that the bvlaws of the 
municipality- allow a developer to bypass the code by 
paying a JD 200 fine. 

The sad part is that according to architects and engi- 
neers. it does not cost much more to set up a building 
in accordance with the disabilities code. Why then, 
H « r ^ 0 effort, is this law not being implement- 
. " e k°P e that the state will take the next logical 
step to amend the law and start enforcing it regularly. • 

•uvinnlo 11 is . on ty a matter of time before legal 
Su] taken a sa^st the government of Jordan by a 
di h | . P ers °n- or one of the entities representing the 
SSS pe0pIe - V 1 toory, and according to the 
C “! 0n and Iaw ™"iber 12, this case 
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Marwan AtaDa, 
Amman, Jordan. 
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Farmers declare biological 
war on pink peril 


affected to some degree by 
the weed that wipes out up 
to 70 per cent of some 
farmers' crops. The annual 
financial loss to Africa is 
estimated at $7 billion. 

The weed thrives in low 
soil fertility and decreasing 
plant diversity — condi- 
tions often experienced by 
poor farmers in dry zones. 
The strength of the weed is 
its tens of thousands of 
seeds that each plant pro- 
duces. Because of this pro- 
lific seed production, it can 
take years to clear an area 
of the threat. Some new 
herbicides and fertilisers 
can help fight the menace, 
but these are often not 
options available to poorer 
farmers. 

Stories of the resulting 
agricultural and economic 
hardship in west Africa led 
a Canadian team from 
McGill University’s Mac- 
Donald Campus in Montre- 
al to look for natural sub- 
stances in the soil that 
would kill off the devastat- 
ing weed. In the past few 
years, scientists have iden- 
tified 100 potential enemies 
of striga in the fields of 
Burkina Faso. Nicer and 
Mali. 

Eight of them proved 
effective in attacking the 


weed at its source, and one 
fungus, fusarium oxyspo- 
rum, which causes no harm 
to the cereals, was identi- 
fied as the most deadly to 
striga. 

Recently, some of the 
tests moved from the quar- 
antined facility at McGill to 
a fanner's sorghum field in 
Mali — and the results 
were phenomenal. At har- 
vest time. researchers 
recorded almost twice as 
much grain, and there was 
70 per cent less striga hog- 
ging the field. 

Eighty-five per cent of the 
striga on the farm was 
wiped out at the seedling 
stage. However, the two 
scientists who have been 
leading the project. Alan 
Watson and Marie Ciotola. 
of the McGill Biopesticide 
Research Laboratory, are 
holding their applause until 
more results are in. 

For the next couple of 
years, under all the various 
conditions that confront 
farmers in the region, the 
fungus, which can be 
grown on readily available 
sorghum waste and then 
dried, will be applied to 
other fields. 

By 1999. the McGill sci- 
entists. along with members 
of the International Crops 


Research Institute for the 
Semi- Arid Tropics and 
Mali's Institur Economic 
Rurale will have mare con- 
clusive results on the effec- 
tiveness of the fungus. 
Rented Malian farms will 
play the role of a giant lab- 
oratory. 

One of the best aspects of 
the discovery of this fungus 
has been the fact that fusar- 
ium oxysporum can be 
grown bv farmers them- 
selves. 

Project members will be 
talking to Malians for their 
input and heading into vil- 
lages to see whether the 
production can be best 
managed by individual 
families or if cooperatives 
should be sei up. One way 
or another, local farmers 
will take control of the 
dried fungus, which can be 
stored for months without 
any measured lessening of 
its effectiveness. 

And it is hoped, once it is 
in their hands, they can 
spread it on a field that will 
not turn into a pretty pink 
meadow, but will be rich in 
food that sustains them, 
their family and their 
neighbours. 


Gemini News Service 
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Djerejian reportedly in renewed bid 


(Continued from page 1) 

and said they focused on 
"the old question of equal 
and balanced security 
arrangements between 
Syria and Israel...” 
According to Mr. Djere- 
jian , “Mr. Baker deter- 
mined in the discussions 
that this gap was bridge- 
able. In fact he made some 
progress in narrowing that 
gap... and reported right 
back* to the -president: and 
the secretary of state...” * 
Subsequently, Mr. Djere- 
jian said, Mr. Christopher 
called Mr. Baker about 
three weeks later and said 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Djere- 
jian had done “some good 
work out there (in the Mid- 
dle East; because we are 


going to be able to resched- 
ule the meeting between the 
chiefs of staff (of Israel and 
Syria). So. indeed we think 
that the trip was success- 
ful." 

The Syri un-Israeli meet- 
ing that followed, he said, 
“unfortunately, .got stuck on 
Israeli {demands for) early 
warning systems on the 
Golan." 

‘That was not an issue 
that we addressed in our 
talks. ..but that was the type, 
of difference... that was. the 
reason, or a reason why the 
talks failed...” he said. “We 
had actually managed to 
bridge the gap a little and 
Mr. Baker informed the 
president and secretary of 
state that there was a" his- 
toric opportunity here to 


come to an agreement 
between Rabin and Assad 
and that was the creativity 
and diligence of the United 
States could make a differ- 
ence...” 

Israel halted negotiations 
with Syria in February 
when Damascus refused to 
condemn a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who look 
office in June, has been 
sending signals to President 
Assad' to resume negotia- 
tions. but Syria is insisting 
that the new Likud govern- 
ment in Israel commit itself 
to a pledge made by its 
Labour predecessor that it 
would withdraw complete- 
ly from the Golan if Syria 
undertakes to make “com- 
plete peace” — meaning 


open borders and full diplo- 
matic relation and all that it 
entails. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times last week, 
Mr. Netanyahu stated that 
his government would not 
be bound by any promises 
made by his predecessor. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
repeated his invitation to 
the Syrians to return to the 
negotiating table without 
pre-conditions. 

“Syria can sit down at the 
negotiating table and raise 
all the points that it wishes 
to discuss, and we will do 
the same.” he said. “We 
will then see what comes 
out of the discussions, 
which remain the only way 
to make progress.” 


Taba talks adjourned without Hebron deal 
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By Philip Fine 

AN EXPERIMENT in Mali 
aimed at ridding rural com- 
munities in semi-arid parts 
of Africa of the curse of a 
devastating weed could 
come to fruition within 
three years. 

Farmers think little of 
nature's beauty when they 
see dreaded bright pink 
flowers decorating their 
field of tnaize and millet. 
They shudder and sigh 
because the flowers are a 
sign that the weed, striga. is 
back to ruin their efforts 
and diminish incomes and 
food. 

Family members carry 
out desperate weed pulling, 
but the damage has been 
done. beginning long 
before the flowers ever 


under she law 


appear. 

Each weed yields thou- 
sands of seeds, condemning 
the next year's crop to the 
virulent striga — leaching 
nutrients and stealing water 
from the cereals the farmers 
have been trying to grow'. 

Striga is the mot serious 
constraint to sorghum, mil- 
let and maize production in 
many dry regions of the 
continent. It has been esti- 
mated that two-thirds of 
African cereal production is 
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Some 4 kilometres of steam and ash ascend from above the Iceland's Vatnajokul glacier where a sub-glacial vol- 
cano is erupting under Europe's Jargests ice cap in the southeast of the country. At the bottom of the picture is 
shown the huge cap which the vulcano created in the ice cap. The erupting volcano has melted parts of the ice 
cap and is threatening to cause massive flooding of the area (Reuter photo) 


has seen it all before 


By Tanya Pang 
Reuter 

• . K1RKJUBAEJARKLAUS- 

• TUR. Iceland — Filippus Hjn- 
. nesson sits on his farm high on 

the ridge above ihe main road 
-. watching countless jeeps take 
scientists ami journalists 
f across the black sand plain 
below Vatnajokul. Europe's 
largest glacier. 

■' The intruders are anxiously 

• ' waiting for a huge ice dam in 

• the glacier to give way. releas- 
ing a torrent nf water and ice 
which they believe will flood 

• . ' - ihe southeast cuasi of Iceland. 

It all began a week ago when 
■ a volcano under the glacier 
■ began to erupt, causing parts 
"Sihe ice cap to melt. The 
nelted water has tilled the 
. Grimsvntn subglacial lake ro 
the brim, and scientists say it is 

■• only a matter of lime before 
the glacier bursts under the 
. ■ ■ pressure. 

• - Bur Mr. Hannesson is a wise 
t . ' ind patient man. Coy about hi< 


exact age. he claims to be 
almost 1 fill years old. 

"It's drawing closer, the 
glacier is obviously rising, but 
it's impossible to say when it 
will flood. It could be days, 
weeks or months.'' he has told 
Reuters. 

Han nesson" s sheep I arm 
Nupssiadur is the closest hold- 
ing to the peak of ihe Vatna- 
jokul. nestled in the shadow- of 
Mount Eystraljell. which lies 
west of the pan ol the glacier 
known as Skeidararjokull. 

The farm house stands 
together with a liny, ancient 
chapel, one of the few gra;.s- 
roofed churches remaining in 
Iceland. Both are listed as 
important historical sites. 

Mr. Hannesson lives with his 
S9 year-old brother Eyolfur in 
the village where their family 
have fanned since the lSlh 
CCIllUty. 

The farmer has one thing 
thai the scientists don't — 
experience. He can remember 
the last major flood from the 


Orimsvotn Lake in 1938. when 
flood waters reached right up 
to the perimeter of the farm. 

His father, a postman, was 
crossing the glacier from 
Skaftufell when the torrent 
broke loose. 

"He heard Juud sucking 
sounds and cracking. He said it 
was like a giant woman in 
labour, groaning and moan- 
ing." Mr. Hannesson laughed. 

On that occasion, the Floods 
brought ice blocks as large as 
houses crashing down onto the 
plain, crashing telephone poles 
and severing communications 
between the east and the west 
of the island. 

Mr. Hannesson and his nine 
brothers and sisters rushed to 
save their flock at (he risk of 
being sucked into the quag- 
mire. 

"We had to keep moving all 
the time, or we would have got 
stuck fast. Luckily, none of the 
sheep were killed.” he said. 

With his sparkling blue eyes 
and clear complexion. Mr. 


Hannesson looks not a day 
over 70. The two brothers tend 
the farm themselves, getting 
around the place in a 1954 yel- 
low and red painted army jeep. 

Their only other concessions 
to the 20th century are a tractor 
and a television set. 

But amid all the fuss of the 
past week. Mr. Hannesson 
remains calm. “I’m not afraid. 
The flood won't come here.” 
he said. 

Teams of engineers are on 
24-hour alert to save those 
roads, bridges and power lines 
that can be sa\ed when the 
floods break. Seismologists, 
journalists, rescue teams, are 
all waiting. 

All is now quiet beneath the 
massive and desolate glacier, 
but the silence is laden with 
lension. 

The floods will make up 
their own mind, and with 
water levels under the lake ris- 
ing by 10 metres a day. the 
answer will not be long in 
coming. 


Masood demands Taleban leave Kabul 


(Continued from page 1) 

. Taleban militia, which drove 
. •’ . • iim from the Afghan capital 
- .. • hree weeks ago. 

The Taleban replied with 
ank fire and multiple rocket 
aunehens and huge clouds ol 
. thrown dust soared into the 
x ' l„-'’rey sky on both sides of the 
rontline. 

But Taleban fighters near 
he frontline just north of ibis 
trinket town a 45 -minuie 
ji^e north of Kabul said 
hey hud seen no signs of 
iciiviiy from the tanks and 
nen sent in alongside Mr. 
vlasood's by northern Uzbek 


chief Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

General Dostum sent a 
dozen tanks and several hun- 
dred men to join Mr. Masood 
un Thursday after formally 
recognising the government 
driven from Kabul and 
promising to back Mr. 
Masood if die Taleban did 
not stop fighting. 

The Uzbeks held talks with 
Taleban leaders on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, bur there 
w as no word on any outcome 
beyond a Taleban spokesman 
saying he wys hopeful an 
understanding could be 
reached 

Mr. Masood reacted by 


calling on the Taleban for the 
second time in three days to 
quit Kabul. 

“If the Taleban are not 
ready to cooperate with us. 
we cannot avoid fighting." 
Mr. Masood said in Jabal os- 
Siraj at the mouth of the 
Salang Pass through ihe 
Hindu Kush which his men 
retook in a counter-attack a 
week ago. he added. 

A Taleban evacuation of 
Kabul was floated at the 
United Nations. The United 
States called it "probably 
premature”, although State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bumis said a pro- 


posal to demilitarise Kabul 
was "an important idea”. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the Taleban on 
Friday, but they rejected the 
earlier Masood ultimatum 
and vowed to defend Kabul. 

Afghan watchers in Kabul 
say the sialic frontline at 
Bagram junction — from 
which one road leads to the 
Salang and the other to the 
government’s major airbase 
at Bagram and back to Kabul 
— suggests Mr. Masood and 
the Taleban arc evenly 
matched. “Dostum will make 
ail the difference, if he 
decides to fight." said one. 


(Continued from page 1) 

These include the release 
of Palestinian prisoners, the 
opening of safe * passage- 
ways from self-rule areas in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, authorisation to open 
a Palestinian airport in 
Gaza and the extension of 
autonomy to West Bank 
rural areas. 

The United Slates bro- 
kered the talks. launched 
Oct. 6. in a bid to rescue 
the peace process after the 
worst Israel-Palestinian 
clasbes in 30 years left 
more than SO dead late last 


month. 

Five days of full negotia- 
tions along the Gaza Strip- 
Israel border proved largely 
fruitless and Mr. Ross con- 
v i need the two sides to 
switch to a series of small, 
parallel working groups 
which he hoped would be 
more productive in tackling 
the thorniest issues con- 
cerning Hebron. 

Mr. Ross clearly hopes 
that reluming to the more 
informal discussions this 
weekend will help over- 
come the toughest remain- 
ing obstacles. 

Both sides said the main 


point of progress in the 
Taba round was an agree- 
ment to start drafting the 
protocol outlining a “mech- 
anism" for implementing 
the Hebron pull-out. 

Israel Radio said a com- 
promise had been worked 
out on one of the main 
modifications sought by 
Israel — retaining a right 
for its troops to enter Pales- 
tinian zones in response to 
or to prevent anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

The radio said the two 
sides agreed on a formula 
for joint response teams 
made up of Israeli soldiers 


and Palestinian police to 
operate in Palestinian 
zones. Mr. Asfour denied 
there was “common 
ground” on the issue. 

On the other hand the 
radio said the talks blocked 
on Israeli demands to cre- 
ate a buffer zone around 
Jewish areas and to limit 
Palestinian civil preroga- 
tives in Arab neighbour- 
hoods near the Jewish 
zone. 

Israel notably wants to 
limit the type and height of 
building construction with- 
in 250 metres of Jewish 
areas. 


KDP launches own offensive 


(Continued from page 1) 
low KDP flags in the streets of 
Koy Sanjak after PUK forces 
fled lo the nearby Heibet Sul- 
lan mountain under a fierce 
bomardmem of artillery and 
Katyusha rockets. 

There did not appear to be 
many casualties. The KDP’s 
radio station blared out martial 
music to celebrate the victory. 

The fall of Koy Sanjak broke 
a partial PUK siege of the city 
of Erbil. 

KDP fighters "took control 
of the town and seized a sub- 
stantial quantity of heavy 

weapons” from the PUK 
forces, said the radio. 

However, a PUK spokesman 


said Koy Sanjak, around 60 
kilometres east of Erbil. was 
still in PUK hands and that 
KDP fighters had merely 
advanced a few kilometres 
towards the town. "KDP forces 
are now in the Topzawa region 
around 10 kilometers south of 
Koy Sanjak." he said from 
Paris, adding that fighting was 
taking place there. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa has said the 
Egyiptian position vis-a-vis 
the recent developments in 
northern Iraq was identical 
with that of Jordan and that 
there was coordination at all 
levels between the two sides 
on this issue. 


Elegant Furniture for Sale 


Brand new furniture imported from the 
U.S.A. is for sale. 

The entire House furniture is available for sale.This in- 
cludes a dining room set, Bedroom. Living room and 
family room which all were purchased from top furniture 
stores in the U.S. Like Drexel Heritage, Thomasville, 
Brenners, and Bernhardt In addition, a big collection 
of beautiful accessories and paintings from Ethan Allen. 
Also available Chinese nigs, ail kinds of electrical ap- 
pliances, and light fixtures. 

If interested please call to schedule for an appointment 
at 862-501 or Mobil 07930639. Serious inquiries only. 


Mr Musa, who was speaking 
to reporters after Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti's 
meeting with President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo on Wednes- * 
day. said that the develop- 
ments had opened the door for 
foreigners to intervene in 
Iraq’s internal affairs. 

The Egyptian foreign min- 
istry's spokesman said in a 


statement Thursday that Egypt 
followed with deep concern 
the developments in Iraq. 

He added that Egypt rejected 
any foreign intervention in 
Iraq's affairs. He called all 
neighbours of Iraq not to 
intervene in Iraq or exploit the 
latest developments to under- 
mine Iraq’s sovereignity and 
unity. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A leading multi - national pharmaceutical 
company is looking to recruit young and 
energetic Medical Representative 

Appropriate candidates must have: 

• University degree in pharmacy or 
any science related major. 

• Excellent command of English. 

• Previous working experience in 
the same position is an asset. 

Interested candidates may send their 
CVs with a recent photograph to the 
following address: 

P.O.Box 7780 
Amman 11118 
Jordan 
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U.N. urges aid boost to tackle growing poverty 


GENEVA (AFP) — Nearly 
50 people plunge into 
poverty every minute, the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
has said, launching a cru- 
sade to help the needy and 
urging rich nations to boost 
their development budgets. 

“Each minute in the world 
47 people join the ranks of 
the poor families" UNDP 
administrator James Gus- 
tave Speth said, adding that 
the yearly toll was 25 mil- 
lion people. 

One person in five — 
almost 1.3 billion in total 
— survive on SI a day. the 
extreme poverty' threshhold 
defined by the World Bank. 

Another 60 per cent of the 
world's population is hardly 
better off, eking out a living 
on $2 per day. according to 
the UNDP. 

Against this backdrop, the 
U.N. agency is urging the 
international community to 
create new ways to cooper- 
ate, saying private and pub- 
lic sectors, business, debt 
management. investment 
and technology all have 
roles to play in fighting 


poverty. 

The agency is also calling 
on rich countries not to 
shrink international aid 
contributions, which have 
largely fallen victim to 
overall budget cuts. 

“Any credible attack on 
world poverty must include 
a large increase in develop- 
ment cooperation — and 
some increase in develop- 
ment assistance — at its 
core," said Mr. Speth. 

“Our world today needs 
more development assis- 
tance, not less, whatever the 
trend might be," he 
stressed. 

Poverty has soared 
despite unprecedented 
growth in the world econo- 
my over the past 50 years, 
with the gap between rich 
and poor nations becoming 
ever starker, according to 
UNDP figures. 

Between I960 and 1991. 
the chasm between the 
poorest and richest fifths of 
the world doubled, with the 
average income of the latter 
now 61 times that of the 
former, the U.N. agency 
said. 


The 50 poorest nations 
account for 20 per cent of 
the world's population but 
. consume just two per cent 
of its income, while the 
richest 20 per cent absorb 
83 per cent of its income. 

However, poverty is not 
just a Third World phenom- 
enon but is also spreading 
to industrialised nations. 

Five million out of 100 
million homeless people 
live in so-called wealthy 
countries, according to the 
UNDP, as do 35 million of 
the 120 million people who 
are without work. 

“Poverty is no longer con- 
tained within national 
boundaries. It has become 
globalised." said Mahubul 
Haq, special adviser to the 
UNDP a dmin istrator. 

The UNDP also high- 
lighted the knock-on effects 
of destitution, such as drug 
trafficking, sickness, terror- 
ism. war and environmental 
degradation. 

“Growing poverty and 
joblessness, population 
pressures, environmental 
decay and the widening gap 
between the haves and have 


nots will breed despair and 
instability," Mr. Speth 
warned. 

“We cannot permit our- 
selves the luxury of con- 
fronting tomorrow the trag- 
ic consequences of our neg- 
ligence today. It is better to 
land development today 
than, troops tomorrow," he 
indicated. 

There has been progress 
in certain areas, he noted 
however. Life expectancy in 
developing countries has 
risen 17 years to 63 in the 
past three decades and 
infant mortality rate has 
halved in the same period. 

Global war on poverty 
needs political, financial 
will. 

Further details provided 
by Reuter quoted the senior 
U.N. official as saying that 
the world has the resources 
and the skills to help 1.3 
billion people living in 
extreme poverty but lacks 
the political and financial 
will to do so. 

Inaugurating the 

international year for the 
eradication of poverty. Mr. 
Speth said it was necessary 


Paris Club waives $4b in loans to Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — The Paris 
Club has told Egypt that it 
agrees to write off about S4 
billion of debt, the third and 
last tranche of debt covered 
by an agreement dating 
back to 1991. diplomats ' 
and government newspa- 
pers said Thursday. 

Paris Club Chairman 
Christian Noyer told Egypt- 
ian Prime Minister Kamal 
Ganzouri of the agreement 
in a letter which arrived 
Wednesday, the diplomats 
said. 

The agreement to waive 
the last tranche had been 
conditional on IMF' 
approval of the Egyptian 
government's economic 
reform programme and this 
finally came through last 


Friday. 

“We're very happy for 
Egypt. It's a demonstration 
of international support for 
the government’s reform 
programme,” said a diplo- 
mat from one of Egypt's 
large creditors. 

The exact valuation of the 
tranche depends on the 
method of calculation — it 
is worth S5.4 billion undis- 
counted. $4 billion if dis- 
counted at six per cent a 
year or S3.4 billion if dis- 
counted at 7.5 per cent a 
year, the IMF office in 
Cairo said. 

It is on top of about S6 
billion 'waived in earlier 
stages of the 1991 agree- 
ment, which was in effect 
Egypt's reward for joining 


the alliance against Iraq in 
the Gulf war. 

' Under the original 
timetable, the Paris Club 
could have waived the third 
tranche back in mid- 1994 
but the Egyptian govern- 
ment dragged its feet on 
key elements in an earlier 
IMF agreement, including 
privatisation and trade lib- 
eralisation. 

Under Dr. Ganzouri 's 
government, which took 
office in January, privatisa- 
tion has exceeded IMF tar- 
gets and earlier this month 
die government passed one 
of the last hurdles by cut- 
ting import tariffs by up to 
25 per cent - 

Finance Minister 

Mohieddin A1 Gharib said 


last week that the debt 
waiver would save Egypt 
about one billion pounds 
($290 million) a year in 
debt servicing. 

According to central bank 
figures, Egypt spent 5.868 
billion pounds ($1.73 bil- 
lion) on debt service in the 
financial year 1995/6, 
which ended on June 30. Of 
this, 2.072 billion was to 
repay principal and 3.796 
billion was in interest. 

At the end of the year, 
Egypt's external debt stood 
at $31,043 billion, against 
$32,965 billion one year 
earlier. 

The foreign debt peaked 
at about $52 billion in 
1988. 


Mideast set to profit from Asian gas surge 


NICOSIA tAFP) — Middle 
East gas suppliers are likely 
to benefit from a massive 
increase in demand for nat- 
ural gas from Asia in the 
next decade, experts have 
told a conference here 
recently. 

Marie-Francoise Chebre- 
lie. secretary general of 
French gas think-tank 
Cedigaz, said the “Asian 


gas market will almost dou- 
ble by the year 2010." 

She added that “there are 
considerable gas assets in 
the Middle East which are 
well located between 
Europe and Asia, and there- 
fore close to the sources of 
demand. Location is vital as 
shipping distances are cru- 
cial to costs." 

Ms. Chebrelie told the 


annual Arab Press Service 
Middle East Oil Strategy 
conference in Nicosia that 
both Abu Dhabi and Qatar 
stood to benefit in the short- 
term. but that Iran's huge 
untapped supplies repre- 
sented the best long-term 
beL 

She said the cost of trans- 
porting liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) by ship could be 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Certain school 
letters ■ 

5 Harem area 

8 Dashes of 
telegraphic code 

12 Mets stadium 

13 Salesperson 

IS. Leave out 

16 Make, as salary 

17 Aka “Ouida' 

18 River to the 
Ubangi 

1 9 Hard work 

22 Margery of 
nursery rhymes 

23 Place for a 
carnation 

24 Assembly of 
voices 

27 Soldiers 

28 Minimal 

32 Turner of films 

33 Welcoming item 

34 Splinter 

35 Algerian port 

36 Wonderland girl 

38 Protuberance 

39 Finicky 

41 Table scrap 

42 Excavates 

43 Pancake lopping 

44 Bend in a timber 

45 Yellow fever 
mosquito 

46 In the limelight 

48 Tree 

49 Sunday feasi? 

56 French 
clergyman 

57 See eye to eye 

58 Little bit 

59 Briton 

60 Insurrectionist 

61 Disney Rim 

62 Baby blues 

63 Train systems: 
abbr. 

64 Pull with a jerk 

DOWN 

1 Functions 

2 George Bernard 

3 Just enough 

4 Evening events 
in Toronto 
(celebrated in 
song) 


P 12 13 14 


18 [9 110 |11 




reduced by up to 25 per 
cent within 20 years, nir- 
ther strengthening Middle 
East suppliers. 

Claudio Simeoni, of Ital- 
ian group ENI, said the 
market for natural gas was 
the largest expanding ener- 
gy market in the world. 

He said the market was 
currently increasing at 3.1 
per cent per year, and that 
worldwide demand was 
likely to jump from 396 bil- 
lion cubic metres in 1995 to 
580 billion cubic metres in 
2020. “In particular there 
will be a very steep increase 
in demand from Asia," be 
added. 


Peanuts 


24 25 26 


128 29 30 31 


' IM WORRIED.. 1 
JOE BLACKJACK, 
THE FAMOUS 
R1V/ERS0AT 
6AMBLER. 
LOOKS SERIOUS 
v TODAY.. 


46 47 


49 50 51 


53 54 55 


Andy Capp 


“to launch a global crusade 
to eliminate poverty." 

“We have the resources, 
the know-how. We just need 
the momentum, the politi- 
cal support and the finan- 
cial support to do it." said 
Mr. Speth. 

He said that government 
aid had fallen 25 per cent in 
the last four years while pri- 
vate investment increased. 
But 80 per cent of such 
investment to developing 
nations was directed to 12 
medium-income countries. 
“There is no correlation 
between direct foreign 
investment and real need.” 
he added. 

He noted that fast-grow- 
ing economies like 
Malaysia once received aid. 


“Behind the Asian miracle 
was a long period ot devel- 
opment cooperation,'' he 
said. 

In the United States, once 
the world's largest donor, 
foreign aid has dropped 40 
per cent in real terms since 
1985 and according to U.S. 
statistics. Washington pro- 
vides less than 20 per cent 
of the world's foreign assis- 
tance. 

According ro U.N. docu- 
ments one out of even - five 
people in the world suffers 
from debilitating poverty, 
which means a lack of 
material resources as well 
as control over land, skills, 
knowledge, capital and 
social connections. 

The gap between rich and 


poor is widening both with- 
in countries and between 
de\ eloped and developing 
nations. The income ratio 
between the richest 20 per 
cent and the poorest 20 per 
cent uas 30: 1 in 1960 it had 
i ncreased to 6 1 : 1 by i 99 1 . 

The largest concentration 
of severely impoverished 
people live in southern Asia 
— India. Pakistan, 
Bangladesh. Maldives. Sri 
Lanka. Bhutan and Nepal. 
And among industrial coun- 
tries in western Europe and 
the United States. 15 per 
cent of the population Jive 
below national poverty 
lines. 

Secretary -General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
now travelling in Germany. 
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The Business of Information 


Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 


US Dollar 

- 

1.5414 

0.6289 

1.2703 

112.48 

1.3485 

1534.11 

DE Mark 

0.6488 

- 

0.4077 

0.8243 

72.39 

0.8745 

994.95 

GBStcrlling 

1.5902 

1.5902 

- 

2.0201 

178.87 

2.1444 

2439.54 

CH Franc 

0.7872 

121 .29 

0.4947 

- 

88.53 

1.0611 

1206.54 

JP Yen 

0.0089 

1.3698 

0.5587 

1.1289 

- 

1.1983 

13.64 

' • CA Dollar 

0.7416 

1.1299 

0.4675 

0.9257 

1.20 

- 

1125.29 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

1.0037 

0.4093 

0.0827 

1366.49 

0.8781 

- 

. NL .Guilder 

0 .5783 

89.11 

0.3634 

73.45 

65.00 

0.7796 

8S7A4 


0.1921 

0.2960 

0.1207 

24.3937 

21.58 

0.2590 

33.21 


Energy 


Brent 25.7(1 25-50 

W.TesM 25.55 25.35 

Bony 25.70 25.50 

Dubaj. . 21.85 21-31 

UL Gas 221.00 228.00 



SA Rival 

0.2667 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

KW Dinar 

3.3344 

BM Dinar 

0.3769 

CY Pound 

2.1 30B 


Mid-East Currencies 


1.7292 

5.2055 

1.1218 

3.3770 

2.7498 

8.2778 

136.06 

4.0962 

153.67 

4.6259 

1.2680 

3.8263 

11.26 

3.3895 

- 

3.0095 

33.2100 

- 

j 




Metal Prices 

Gold fez's) 380 380.5 

Silver foz's) # 4.9 4.92 

Platinum fnz's) 383.8 384.8 

AL (3 Months) 1358 1360 

CU P Months) 1938 1943 

Zinc p Months) 1017 1020 

Lead p Months) 720 723 

NT fJ Months) -7051 7070 


j 2.1 30B | 3.2644 | 1,3395 | 2.7068 | 239.6721 
Current's Deposit Rates (Bid) 





mom 

5.21 

5.34 

5.48 5.50 

5.68 

5.81 

5.74 

6.06 6.18 

6.31 

0.33 

0.38 

0.37 0.40 

0.56 

2.84 

2.81 

3.00 3.05 

3.12 

3.37 

3.37 

3.44 3AB 

3.50 

1.37 

1 A3 

1.37 1.62 

1.53 

8.09 

7.96 

7.65 7.50 

7.34 \ 


Main Equity Imficies 


Nov York 
’ Novvork 
London 

Paris 

'.Frankfurt ' 


DOW JONES 
‘ SAP 500 
FT-SE 100 
" NIKKfE 225 
CAC 40 
'• DAX-. . 


6058.82 

■0.38 

-0.01 

6064.79 

6040.19 

708.05 

1.06 

0.15 

708.08 

706.11 

4053.1 

11 

0.27 

4061.4 

4048 

21612.3 

188.56 

0.88 

21788.6 

21458' 

2185.23 

19.9 

0.92 

2187.05 

2172.75 

' Z734.B2 

18.56 

0.68 

2739.25 

2728.64 


Coffee (c/Ibs) 

118.5 

Spot 

.Cocoa (S/ioii) 

1485 

Spirt 

Sugar (S/lun) 

326.6 

Spat 

■ Wheal (S/ton) 

161 

Sp«l 

Soya (c/lbs) 

21.7 

Spirt 


. ■ ,iiS ■ 

Sp* 

Barley (S/bsh) 

2.51 

Spm 

fifties 

r.'ASS ' 

-I .'.''-Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

GB S(erllln» 1.1206 1.1262 

DE Mark 0.4596 0.4619 

CII Franc 0.5574 0.5602 

FR Franc 0.1358 0.1365 

JP Yen 0.6313 0.6345 

NL Guilder 0.4096 0.4116 

IT Lira 0.46 0.4623, 

* Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 




YOU RE RIGHT.. 
HE LOOKS VERY 
DETERMINED.. 



' IF r CAN } 
WIN TEN MOKE 
PAPER CLIPS, 
I'LL BE ABLE 
TO RETIRE., j 




by Mary E. Brindamour 


5 Norway’s patron, 
saint 

6 Car crashing 
contest 

7 Action centers 

8 Accidental 
payment? 

9 USA word: abbr. 

10 Hawaiian port 

11 Swelter 

13 Boast 

14 Retain 

20 Paving 
compound 

21 Vend 

24 Hoof sounds 

25 One of Tom's 
friends? 

26 Walking — 
(elated) 

27 Liquid measure: 
abbr 

29 Stay clear of 

30 Grasslike plant 

31 Lock of hair 

33 The merry 

month 
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T eJMH 

BTs A K E 

Do V i D 
Dm i n i 
De d gie 


f rrwASA j 
>■ wovwn A 
COUNSELLOR 


DONTTELL 
MEVOUVE^ 
BEEN TO THE 

► MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE v 

> PLACE J? 

( AGAIN? , 


SHE PUT ME 
STRAIGHT 
r- ABOUT 
NAGGING “I 


6 IBM MOIL 

DOT BVSVMBCAnON MTONMiOHM. MOUTH 
am« ca wment wc 

V^l 1 ( 3ME TALKED 

J H l ME CUT OF , 

— H - V FEELING 

4% 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


C 1996 Trfiurie Modi j Services, Inc. 
All ngftls reserved 


34 Sound stage 
37 Weep 
40 Espy 

44 Folk singer, 

Pete 

45 — Baba 

47 Ski lift 

48 Biographer Leon 


49 Indy 500 

50 Toe the mark 

51 Proficient 

52 Professional 
charges 

53 Nick's mate 

54 English school 

55 Relative position 



said in a statement that a 
concerted effort was 
required to integrate the 
least developed countries in 
the mainstream of the glob- 
u! economy. 

“At the national level, 
policies to enhance overaii 
competitiveness must be 
accompanied by targeted 
programmes and projects 
that combat social exclu- 
sion. expand social services 
and stimulate productive 
employment.” he said. 

“At all levels there is a 
pressing need to recognise 
that the poor can be key- 
partners in the development 
process and that invest- 
ments in people are the 
surest way to lasting devel- 
opmenL'* he said. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
! SATURDAY OCTCL 
! BER ■ C 

j 19, 1996 

{ By Thomas S. Pierson, 
j Astrologer, Carrali 
j Righter Foundation ; . 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You have fine 1 
ideas of a personal nature 
and ore enthused and get 
much completed today. 
Try to acr bravely in your 
activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21 ) Be with one you 
trust and make a new and 
better plan for the days 
ahead. Gee right to work 
on this new course of 
action. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Be with goixfcL 
| friends who are dynamic ;.', 
i today and have fine ideas 
i which can help to make 
I the days ahead brighter 
for vou. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Han- 
dle civic and credit affairs, 
wisely during the day- 
rime today. Let bigwigs, 
be more- aware of your 
finest abilities for your 
success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) This is a good day for 
changes and making new 
associates since this 
brings real progress in 
your career activities. 
Plan a trip. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22} You 
get your business affairs ^ 
handled more wisely at 
this time so that you can 
have grearer progress in 
the days ahead 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Improve 
conditions around . you 
and stop feeling so indif- 
ferent with your environ- 
ment. Make arrange- 
ments with fellow associ- 
ates. . 

SCORPIO: (October 2# 
to November 21 ) You cad 
get much completed 
today because the air is. 
full of enthusiasm so get 
busy early. Put your fiSSf 
ideas to work. - 

SAGITTARIUS: . : 

(November 22 to Deirenh 
ber 21) Study into ibe : 
amusement which .yob- 
particularly like todays 
one which you have j 
enjoyed of late for peadi 
of mind 

CAPRICORN: (Decern-* 
ber 22 to January 2$ 
Give more attention.'^ 
your loved ones and sbb«V 
that family means a 
deal to you. Invite guest£ 
in who can bring plgfe 
sure. 

AQUARIUS: (J 
21 to February 19) 
are full of good ideas 
this time and gain 
fits very easily 
Handle communication 
very well for yoursu£ 
cess. 











PISCES: (February 2§; 
March 20) Put n ear 
to work which can 
you fine benefits 
so stop wasting time? 
get much accompli 
Entertain friends' -® 
tonight. 


Birthstone of 
Opal — Tourmalin^ 
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Business & Finance 

Prices at AFM drop 
on uncertainties over 
Jordanian-Israeli relations 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN- Prices slipped 
at the Jordanian stock 
exchange last week as uncer- 
tainties over the Arab- Israeli 
peace process, paniculariy 
Jordanian-Israeli relations 
and economic cooperation, 
brokers said. 

- The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
lAFMi. as the bourse is offi- 
cially known, said turnover 
for the business week ending 
Thursday was 3.6 million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week’s 3. 4 million 
dinars. 

The report said 3.5 million 
-shares changed hands under 
" 2,550 deals during the week. 


with the average dailv trad- 
ing at 720.000 dinars com- 
pared with the previous 
week s 680.000 dinars. 

The official .AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
146.75 points, down 0.47 
points or 0.22 per cent from 
the week's opening of 
147.22 points. 

Commercial banks and 
financial companies account- 
ed lor 1.8/ million dinars of 
|he weekly volume, followed 
\l- industries with 1.0S mil- 
lion dinars, service sector 
firms with 580.000 dinars 
and insurance companies 
with 50.000 dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that industries slipped bv 
0.65 per cent, commercial 
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| Ji review of news from ihe Arabic press ** 

Awad: No way to cancel 
income tax 

** Finance Minister Marwan Awad told journalists that 
the cancellation of the income tax is absolutely not in the 
canis and cannot be thought of because it is a pan of the 
economy in the distribution of wealth and in providing the 
treasury with the necessary funds to enable the govern- 
ment to spend on investment projects. He said no country 
m the world has cancelled the income tax but there is a 
possibility to restructure the tax so as it would be less on 
low income groups and progressive on high income 
groups and. consequently a reform can be achieved in this 
context. 

Asked about the relationship between the income tax 
and the encouragement of investment. Mr. Awad explained 
that encouraging investments is achieved through exemp- 
tions and incentives given to investment projects so as the 
income tax would not be an obstacle to investment. He 
indicated that the investment promotion law includes 
many exemptions and incentives to investment projects. 

The minister was referring to two statements made last 
week to cancel the income tax. The first remark on this 
matter was made by Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour who was expressing a personal view on income 
tax. Hie subject was picked up later by Amman Chamber 
of Commerce President Haidar Murad who called on the 
government to abolish the income tax and listed several 
advantages from such a step. 

Mr. Awad emphasised that the talk should not be about 
cancelling the income tax but about the reform and the 
widening of the base and efficiency in its collection so as 
the revenue from the income tax be higher and more just. 
He pointed out that any reform in the taxation structure 
should be in shifting from direct to indirect taxation as was 
the case when the sales tax was introduced. However, the 
minister maintained that it is not possible to substitute the 
income tax by the sales tax as each of them has its own 
goals especially when taking into consideration that the 
sales tax is an indirect tax. 

Asked about tax evasion, the minister noted that this was 
a global phenomenon and that it will be curbed through 
better tax collection efficiency, wider avail ability of need- 
ed and sufficient information as well as mechanisation of 
taxation procedures tAl Ra‘i + Al DustourAJ Aswaq ). 


banks and financial institu- 
tions by 0.5S per cent, insur- 
ance firms by 0.58 per cent 
and service sector firms bv 
0.32 per cent. 

Stocks of 82 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 12 ot them closing with 
gains. 45 slipping and 15 
remaining unchanged, the 
.AFM report said. 

Brokers said the decline in 
the market was a direct result 
of lingering fears sparked by 
last month’s Palestinian- 
Israeli violence over Israel's 
opening of a new entrance to 
an archaeological/tourisi tun- 
nel in Arab East Jerusalem in 
what was seen by Lhe Arabs 
as u open Israeli challenge to 
.Arab and Muslim claims to 
the holy city. 

Brokers said investors 
closely watching for signs 
that Mr. Netanyahu’s com- 
ments to the press that he 
was fully committed to 
building solid economic ties 
with Jordan were being 
realised. 

"The market has heard a lot 
of Israeli promises but seen 
very little of translation of 
those promises into real 
action," said an .AFM dealer. 
“The market is closely 
watching every Israeli 
move “ 

Jordan 
buys 
wheat at 
$ 164/tonne 

AMMAN ( J.T) — Min- 
istry of Supply Thursday 
awarded a tender lo pur- 
chase 150.000 tonnes of 
American wheat at a price 
of S 1 64 per tonne.The min- 
■istrv’s Secretary. General 
Ahmad Marei said-the ten- 
der was awarded to a Jor- 
danian merchant and that 
the cost would be financed 
through local as well as 
international loins. 

He added that the first 
shipment would arrive 
vvirhin the first three 
months of next vear. 


lut coxpjurr on 
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IBS TEH LAST 
3 WEBBS 
9 LOR 
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CONTRACT SNARES 
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PRICE KDJtttE? SHARES TP AO IMG 

PRICE DAYS 


.640 CENTRAL GKH. STORAGE 
.630 JOR.XRADE FAC. 

• 490 RATt-COMHER. CENTERS 
.510 ARAB V CN. INVEST. 
.740 tUfl ON UN. SO* 

.650 ARAB FOOD 6 HSO. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Timing is everything. The best time 
to start a diet is at your own funeral.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Henri Arnold and Mike Aiplrion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


GAREW 


Oisse Horn M«i I 
HRqmRKenM 


VOIPT 


SMIFAH 


GELISH 


THE BEER COM- 
PANY'S BANNER 
YEAR RESULXEP 
IN 


Now arrange the circled tellers to 
term ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


Answsr here ; 


Saturday's 


[Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MERGE JULEP KNOTTY CAMPUS 
Answer. What the hurdlar considered his morning 
coffee - A “JUMP" START 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
k Fax: 810520 7 


Francesco 

smaito 

Louis Feraud 

(Men's Wear) 


J-jtxil Amman - Rainbow 8tr.‘ 
Tel : 625407 

' Amman - Jordan ^ 


OR YOUR |f 

v-k mm 

I Advertisement | 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Mho 30% Imrgor 


• Prom mnlurmm- 
B Mt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani ■* Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 



667171 ext. 223 I 


667171 ext. 223 




NOl 

v FOR 

Xrent 

L \ FLATS 
% NVILLAS 

N \ 

1 \ 

G SERVICES\ 
BYBLOS 




SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


tfeppt|!tety$;? 

"Pati* utnie 

Sw*fi4 & SafatU Safe 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 1 
Hotel 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 




REAL E S TAT E 


Offices for rtntin an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


Fbr details please calf 

Tel . 864230 
Fa x. 864231 

" <5 

crown f-iora. 


- INDOOR HEflTEo\^0P5 
SWIMMING POOLX/Vi/' 

- SRUNR . JRCUZZffc'^^^ 
t> MRSSRGE 

■ fitness room wHm 

TENNIS C SQURSHjMJA 
COURTS Jm X 

TEL 758180 W 
RflOin&TU STATION RD. 


• 


! 





Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Valiet Parking 
Reservation Required 



©wimum 

HOT EL APARTM ENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

( SPECIAL PRICES > 
IFOR LONGTERM - STAvJ 


DOLLAR 


BKMTACAM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 693399 



Call tel: 


mrnm m 





\ 667171 exf. 223 

teasm 
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Klinsmann on a roll 
as Bayern face Dortmund 


PARIS (AFP) — Jurgen 
Klinsmann's good form 
augurs well for Bayern 
Munich's top-of-the-table 
clash against troubled 
Borussia Dortmund in the 
Bundesiiga this weekend. 

German coach Berti Vogts 
predicted Klinsmann, on 
target for Germany against 
Armenia recently, would 
score against Cologne last 
week — in fact Klinsmann 
hit two. 

And Bayern's further 
trump card for Sunday's 
match in the 

Olympiasradion is their 
relaxed build-up. compared 
to Dortmund, who had to 
play Atletico Madrid in 
midweek in the European 
Champions League. 

Holders Bayern are out of 
Europe after falling in the 
first round of the UEFA Cup 
to Valencia. 

However the bad feeling 
between Dortmund coach 
Ottmar Hitzfeld and star 
sweeper Matthias Sammer 
has subsided. 

The controversy was 
sparked off by Sammer 
who. in a television inter- 
view was asked if Hitzfeld 
could go the same way as 
sacked Schalke 04 coach 
Jorg Berger, replied: “You 
can never say never." 

Hitzfeld was not amused, 
but said: “As a co-commen- 
tator. he bad the perfect 
right to have an opinion. 
But I'm the coach and f pick 
the team. But, I repeat, he 
did not moke those com- 
ments as a Dortmund play- 
er." 

Sammer. Andreas 

Moeller. Steffen Freund. 
Karlheinz Riedle. Rene 
Schneider. Portugal’s Paulo 
Sousa and Brazilian Julio 
Cesar are out of Sunday's 
game. But Dortmund's 1-0 
win over Atletico despite 
the same absences was 
heartening for Hitzfeld. 

Bayern^ have not lost in 
.The league "td~ 'Dortmund 
'•since the. 1991/92 season 
'but they also have absen- 
tees. Thomas Helmer. 
Christian Ziege and Italian, 
striker Ruggiero Rizzitelli 
are definitely out injured 
and both Markus Babbel 
and Markus Muench are 
doubtful. 

But the pressure is 
unquestionably on fourth- 
placed Dortmund, who are 
four points behind second- 
placed Munich after 10 
matches. 

Stuttgart, who remain on 
top despite being held 2-2 
by Hansa Rostock, travel to 
third-placed Bayer 

Leverkusen in another top- 
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of-the-table meeting on 
Friday nighL 

Real Madrid, the 1995 
champions, face the tough- 
est task of the top five in the 
Spanish League this week- 
end when they host Real 
Sociedad on Saturday. 

Madrid, who lie third two 
points behind leaders 
Barcelona, had to come 
back twice last weekend to 
salvage a 2-2 draw with 
Racing Santander while 
Real Sociedad. who are 
fifth and a point behind real 
Madrid, comfortably beat 
poinrless Extremadura 3-0. 

Real Madrid have yet to 
lose under Italian coach 
Fabio Capello, former boss 
of AC Milan, and he will 
have been encouraged to 
see two of the summer sign- 
ings Davor Suker of Croatia 
and Yugoslavian Predrag 
Mijatovic get on the score 
sheet last weekend. 

Prior to that Real Madrid 
had reLied mainly on 
teenage sensation Raul for 
their goals, he had notched 
four in six matches. 

Sociedad. who won two 
successive championships 
in 1981-82. have been 
impressive thusfar this sea- 
son and their signing of 
Yugoslavian striker Darko 
Kovacevic for 2.2miIlion 
pounds (S3.3million) from 
Sheffield Wednesday has 
proved inspired. 

He scored three goals in 
three games last month and 
has formed a good under- 
standing with Romanian 
partner Georghe 

Craioveanu. who scored a 
double last weekend. 

Elsewhere Barcelona host 
midtable Logrones on 
Sunday, and the only hope 
for Logrones is that the 
league’s leading scorer 
Ronaldo, scorer of seven 
goals, will have exhausted 
his goalscoring for the week 
after scoring a hat-trick for 
Brazil against Lithuania on 
Wednesday^' 

Second placed Deportivo 
La Coruna, flourishing . 
under former Real Socidad 
coach John Toshack. host 
Espanyol, who will do well 
to recover from the psycho- 
logical blow of losing 3-0 at 
home to feyenoord in the 
UEFA Cup on Tuesday. 

Fourth placed Betis, who 
forced a 2-2 draw away at 
champions Atletico Madrid 
last Saturday despite being 
reduced to 10 men, host 
midtable Rayo Vallecano 
and should stay in the hum 
in what at the moment is the 
most open championship 
race in years. 

Invincible leaders Paris 
Saint Germain, unbeaten 
and no goals conceded at 
home, face second-placed 


Auxerre in a crunch match 
on Sunday. 

Auxerre wanned up with 
a 1-0 win over 
Grasshoppers Zurich in the 
midweek European 

Champions League, while 
Paris Saint Germain lost for 
the first time in any compe- 
tition this season 4-2 to 
Galatasaray on Thursday in 
the European Cup Winners 
Cup second round looseing 
their grip on the trophy they 
won last season. 

Both teams may be tired 
from their midweek trips 
and neither are at full 
strength. PSG’s Alain 
Roche is suspended, as are 
Auxerre’s Taribo West and 
Christian Henna. 

Fourth-placed Basria are 
without their Slovakian 
playmaker Lubomir 

Moravcik for Saturday's 
trip to Cannes — Moravcik, 
who fractured his shin 
against Monaco on 
Saturday in a clash with 
Emanuel Petit, is out till 
mid-January. 

Bastia coach Frederique 
Antonerti could give the 
playmakjng role to Poland’s 
Piotr Swierczewski. or 
entrust it to Pascal 
Camadini or Laurent 
Moracchini. who is fit after 
twisting his ankle at the 
weekend. 

JThird-pIaced Monaco 
host Nice on Saturday 
aware they have already 
conceded six points on their 
home ground and must try 
to stop the rot. And the 
signs are good as Nice have 
already lost four times away 
from home — including a 
7-0 thrashing by the strug- 
gling 1995 champions 
Nantes. 

Inter Milan face the first 
major hurdle in their race to 
the Italian title on Sunday, 
when Roy Hodgson's 
league leaders take on 
European champions , 

Juventus in Turin. 

Inter' have not lost a match 
in any competition this sea- 
son CSerie A. Italian Cup or 
UEFA Cup), but with so 
many new players they have 
often struggled to play good 
football. 

Now they face a major 
rival for the championship, 
and could well be without 
England midfielder Paul 
Ince. 

Ince has a two-match ban 
after being sent off last 
Saturday, in the wake of a 
racist Taunt by a Piacenza 
defender. Inter have 
appealed, and although the 
ban could be lifted com- 
pletely. Ince could also find 
himself suspended for just 
one match instead of two. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCK 


SAVE THAT TRUMP! 


Neither vulnerable West deals. 
NORTH 
*106 2 
9KJ9862 
C95 
*AK 

WEST EAST 

*3 * J 74 

?AQ5 9 20 7 4 3 

> A E Q 6 4 3 082 

*743 *QJ82 

SOUTH 
AAEQ963 
9 Void 
■>J10 7 
*109 6 5 

The bi d dine: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

10 IT Pm 1* 

2v 2* Pan 4* 

Pan Pan Pan 

Opening lead: King of O 
To rail when .you know you are 
going to be ovemrfTed is. more often 
than not. an exercise in masochism. 
Your eoeae might be better served 
if you looked for an alternative way 
to recover lost ground. 

Since South's one-spade bid was 
not forcing. North needed a fab- 
hand to raise to two spades. Since 

011 of North's high cards had to be 
outside the spade suit. South was 
certainly worth another bid. The 


jump to four spades was a little 
aggressive, but an invitational raise 
to tfarao spades would have been too 
conservative for our blood. Fortu- 
nately, declarer bad the technique 
to bring home the game. 

West cashed the ace and king of 
diamonds, then continued with the 
queen. Since West was known to 
have six diamonds, it was more 
than likely the defender was short 
in spades. Should South rufTin 
dummy, East would surely overrulT 
and return a trump, and declarer 
would eventually have to surrender 
a club for down one. 

Instead, declarer elected to con- 
cede the third trick to West ty dis- 
carding a heart bum the table, and 
East was caught in a peculiar situa- 
tion. A club discord would enable 
South to set up the suit with just 
one ruff, so East, too, discarded a 
heart. 

That left declarer in control. The 
dub shift was won on the table, the 
remaining high club was cashed 
and declarer came to hand with a 
trump. Leaving two trumps out- 
standing, declarer ruffed a club, 
returned to hand with a heart rulT 
and ruffed the remaining dub as 1 
West discarded. A heart run 1 was 
the entry to band to draw the out- 
standing trumps and claim the rest 
oftho tricks. 


Hagi provides Paris 
with masterclass 




PARIS i AFP)' — Romanian 
playmaker Georghe Hagi 
inspired Turkish side 
Galatasaray to a 4-2 win in 
the first leg of their second 
round European Cup 
Winners Cup rie on 
Thursday over holders Paris 
Saint Germain — the 
French side’s first defeat of 
the season. 

In other ties Barcelona 
were given a fright by the 
1991 European Cup 
Winners Red Star Belgrade 
but came through 3-1. while 
Norwegian side Braun 
Berger" beat Dutch giants 
PSV Eindhoven 2-1 at home 
and Liverpool came from 
behind to beat Sion 2-1 
away. 

Hagi. 3 1 and who won his 
100th cap for Romania dur- 
ing Euro ‘96. created three 
of the goals. Hakan Sukur. 
the bull of the Bosphorus 
and the first Turk lo play in 
the Italian Serie A, scored a 
double with Tugay and 
Hakan Unsal grabbing the 
others. 

Paul Le Guen and 
Panamanian Julio Cesar 
Dely Valdes had briefly 
pulled Paris, who had only 
conceded three goals in 
fourteen matches upto this 
match this season, level. 

It was Hagi who effective- 
ly sealed the tie in the 49th 
minute when he passed the 



Paris St. Germain goalie Vincent Fernandez kneels 
down looking behind the Galatasaray striker Hakan 
UysaJ (rear) who scored the fourth goal, stretch his 
arms out to celebrate in the European Cup Winners* 
Cup second round first leg match in Istanbul. 
Galatasaray beat the European Cup Winners’ Cup 
holders Paris St. Germain 4-2 (Reuters photo) 




ball 40 yards into the penal- 
ty area and Unsal cooly 
flicked it past keeper 
Vincent Fernandez. 

Red Star Belgrade, enjoy- 
ing their second season back 
in" Europe after saporting 
sanctions were lifted against 
Yugoslavia, took a shock 
lead in Barcelona in the 21st 
minute through striker 
Bratislav Zitkovie. 

Barcelona, three time win- 
ners of this competition, hit 
back with two goals in three 
minutes from 5 mil Lion 
pound ($7.5million) 

Brazilian striker Giovanni 
in the 34th and 36th minutes 
— one of them a header. 

His contribution more 
than made up for the 
absence of his compatriot 
and leading scorer Ronaldo, 
away on international duty. 

Portuguese playmaker 
Luis Figo scored a third in 
the 54th minute to give his 
side some breathing space 
for the return leg in a fort- 
night, although a missed 
penalty from Romanian 
sweeper Gica Popescu 
could prove costly. 

They will be mindful that 
German side Kaiserslautern 
were crushed 4-0 in the last 
round in Belgrade. 

Veteran John Barnes 60th 
minute header save 
Liverpool a 2-1 away win 
against Sion — coming 
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Barcelona’s Romanian captain Gheorghe Popescu iR) battles for the ball with Red 
Star of Belgrade’s defender Goran Djorovic during their second round first leg match 
in Barcelona’s Nou Camp stadium. Barcelona won 2-1 (Reuters photo) 


back from a goal down. 

Liverpool. ~ who would 
have won more convincing- 
ly but for heroics from 
keeper Stephan Lehmann, 
had equalised in the 24th 
minute through Robbie 
Fowler after' Christian 
Bonvin had taken a shock 
1 1th minute lead for Sion. 

Barnes, the Jamaican bom 
former English international 
wing, rose unopposed to 
head home Norwegian Stig 
Inge Bjomebye’s comer to 
give the English FA Cup 
runners : up a real chance of 
extending their run in "the 
competition, which is the 
only one they have not won 
in their illustrious history. 

Norwegian side Brann 
Bergen produced a shock 
when they beat Dutch siants 
PSV Eindhoven 2-1, 
although they will be kick- 
ing themselves that they let 
PSV score a vital way goal 
in the 90th minute. 

Philip Cocu, PS V's 26- 
year-old midfielder, scored 
what could be the all impor- 
tant goal after Mjelde had 
scored a double, one form 
the penalty spot in the 
firstfaalf. 

Fiorenrina beat Sparta 
Prague 2-1 in the European 


Cup Winners Cup but were 
kicking themselves after 
conceding a late goal. 

.Argentine skipper Gabriel 
Batistuta rocked the Czechs 
w ith a fine header after just 
seven minutes and Swedish 
midfielder Stefan Schv*arz 
sealed victory early in the 
second half. 

But Horst Siegel revived 
Czech hopes of reaching the 
quarter-finals with a strike 
in the dying minutes of the 
rainswept second round tie. 

Spano now need only a 1- 
0 victory in a fortnight's 
time to reach the last eight 
on the away goals rule. 

French Cup runners-up 
nimes dream run in Europe 
looks set to end after they 
lost 3-1 at home to Swedish 
side Solna. Nimes. who put 
out Hungarian side Kispest 
Honved in the first round, 
were never on terms as 
Pascal Simpson opened the 
scoring after nine minutes 
pouncing on a rebound. 

Pacha then finished well 
to make it 2-0 three minutes 
later after being set free by 
playmaker Thomas 

Lagerlof. Simpson having 
won the ball back in mid- 
field. 

Stephan Johansson fin- 


ished the match off in the 
70th minute again with a 
rebound after nimes Polish 
keeper Stanislas Kariwat 
failed to hold the ball. 

Marcel Fidini. playing hisp" 
first competin', e march fur" 
nimes. gave them some con- 
solation with a beuurifully 
struck shot from outside the 
penalty box in the 88th 
minute. 

Greek side AEK Athens. 

1 1 times national champi- 
ons and nine rime Cup 
Winners, came through 
comfortable 2-0 winners 
away at Slovenian Cup win- 
ners Olimpja Lubljana. 
Hristos Kostis, 24-year-otd 
Greek international’ striker, 
gaxe them a 14th minute 
lead and Georgian playmak- 
er Temur Ketsbaia added a 
second in the 49th minute. 

Russian side Lokomotiv 
Moscow will fancy their 
chances in a fortnight's time 
as they restricted ..J 
Portuguese giants Benfkt 
to an eighth minute goaf J 
from Joao Pinto. 

Benfica will be bolstered 
by the return of the league’s 
leading scorer Osniar 
Donizete. who was away on 
international duty with 
Brazil. 



Rally leaves Hong Kong for final time 


HONG KONG (R) — For 
the final time on Saturday, 
the world's leading rally 
drivers will roar out of 
Hong Kong on the first 
stage of the week-long 


Hong Kong-Beijins 
Rally. 

From next year the last 
round of the Asia-Pacific 
championship will adhere 
to the new pattern of a 


three-day event centred 
near Beijing. 

The present 3,800-km 
event is an anachronism 
in a world where majof 
rallies have cut distances 


The British Council 
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announces 

An exhibition entitled 
"British Education - Study for Success " 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
open for public 

on Sunday and Monday 20 & 2 1 October 1 9% 
from 10,00 am - 5.00 pm 

The exhibition will be accompanied by promotional materials 
computerised CD-ROM information, videos and books 
The British Council Education Counsellor will be available to give 

individual advice. 


and now loop around a 
central point which that 
makes them easier to 
package for television. 

Millions of spectators 
will throng the roads of 
southern China. the 
biggest audience for any 
sporting event on the 
globe, giving massive 
exposure to the manufac- 
turers and their sponsors 
who are hungry for a slice 
of the growing Chinese 
market. 

The championship is 
finely balanced as 


Subaru 's Kenneth 

Eriksson and Mitsubishi’s 
Ari Vatanen battle for the 
Asia-Pacific manufactur- 
ers' crown. 

They head a field of 50 
drivers who will traverse 
some of the rallying 
world's mosi varied ter- 
rain. 

The rally is scheduled":, 
reach Beijing on October 
25. W I: 



Furnished 1st Floor Apartment 
in Shmeisani For Rent 

Located behind Tyche Hotel. 
(Jubran Khalil Jubran St.), 
consisting of 2 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, a' 

ah room & private garage. 

All the apartment's services are exclusive. 
For more information call; 678423- 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


\ PHILADELPHIA J 

v „ - - s 

Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 , 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD “1” 

Demi Moore 
& Gary Oldman ... in 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 

FRENCH KISS at 6:30 p.m 
^ HEAT at 3:30 & 8:45 p.m 


Ammo un Theatre & Cinenaa \ 

\ TEL: 618274 - 618275 / 

* — > 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 

theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

, Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabii & Hishara's Theatx® 

TEL: 6251 55 • \ 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human RighJ 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please caffl 

625155 - RAnmi; 


■ J 
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Faisali beat Wihdat 1-0 
to top standings 

Fans turn violent outside stadium 


, ‘ •Cl. 

- V/15K. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Faisali 
Friday upset titleholders 
AJ Wihdat 1 -0 in the lust 
match of the first round in 
the Kingdom's Premier 
League soccer champi- 
onship. 

The win put A! Faisali 
on top of the ten- team 
standings with 19 points 
going into die second 
round of the event next 
month. A1 Wihdat 
remained closely behind in 
second place ’ with IS 
points followed by A I Ahli 
and AI Hussein. 


THE END OF the first round of the Kingdom's most pres- 
tigious soccer championship was marred by the unsports- 
manlike conduct of fans of both teams who fumed violent 
just after leaving Amman International Stadium throwing 
stones at each cither, wrecking cars parked outside the 
Sports City, damaging property’ and causing many 
injuries. Riot police, however, calmed the situation and 
dispersed the troublemakers within an hour. Petra news 
agency reported that some hooligans were arrested 


Al Faisal i's win enabled 
them to keep the only 
unbeaten record in the 
competition while the 
defeat was Al Wihdar’s 
first of the competition. 

Kufrsoum and Qoqazi 
remained winless with 
only four and two points in 
their overall standings, a 


point they have to work on 
in the second round if they 
are to move from the rele- 
gation zone. 

Al Jazireh too appear 
below form and are eighth 
with only six points and 
just behind the relegation- 
threatened last two. 


Standings following 1st round 


Team 

Faisali 

Wihdat 

Ahli 

Hussein 

Ramtha 

Qadissieh 

S. Al Hussein 

Jazireh 

Kufrsoum 

Qoqazi 


P 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 


YV 

£» 

5 

4 

4 

4 

*> 


B 

4 

3 

4 

4 

3 

5 

4 

3 

4 

7 


GF 

16 

14 

20 

13 
11 

14 
10 

4 

5 

6 


GA 

6 

5 

11 
$ 

7 

14 

12 
10 
19 
21 


PIS 

19 

15 

16 
16 
15 
11 
10 
6 

4 
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‘Nour Al Salam’ wins 
horse endurance race 

Princess Zein finishes 4th, Sheikh Rashed 14th 


By Aleen Ban nay an and 
Mun’em Fakhoury 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Musa Tra- 
bin riding Nour Al Salam 
Friday won first place in 
the Kingdom's biggest 
ever horse endurance 
race in which, over 200 
competitors rode 80-kilo- 
metres challenging the 
rugged Jordanian desen 
before reaching the finish 
line at AJ Azraq. 

Cargo from Ja'far Stud 
was nine minutes behind 
to clinch second place 
while Fairouzah also 
from the same stud took 
third place. 

} Her Royal Highness 
Vrincess Zein Bint A I 
Hussein riding Khamasin 
came in fourth. 

Held under the patron- 
age of the Crown Prince 
of Dubai. Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashed 
Al Maktoum. the horse 
enduraace race was 
sponsored by Emirates 


Airlines who awarded 
two Nissan Patrol cars to 
the first place winners. 
Third place winner 
received JD 19.000, the 
fourth JD 17.000 and the 
fifth JD 15.200 

The winner was decid- 
ed according to the jock- 
ey’s weight, finishing 
time. and the total overall 
fitness of the horse fol- 
lowing the tough race. 

Competitors started the 
race from Mouaqqar and 
passed through the desert 
castles of Amra and Har- 
ranah on their way to 
Azraq resthou.se. 

Following the race. Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Bint Al Hussein, 
president of the Jordan- 
ian Arabian Horse Soci- 
ety expressed her appre- 
ciation to all those who 
made this year's second 
horse endurance race a 
success . 

“A special thanks goes 
out to Emirates Airlines 
for their generous spon- 


sorship.” said Princess 
Alia noting that the 
growing number of par- 
ticipants was a mark of 
success and popularity of 
the event. 

She also thanked the 
two sons of Dubai’s 
Crown Prince who took 
part in die event, espe- 
cially Sheikh Rashed 
Ben Mohammad who 
continued die race 
despite persistent back- 
ache and managed to fin- 
ish 14th. 


EUROPEAN BASKETBALL 

Olympiakos overwhelm 
Estudiantes 110-78 


ATHENS (R) — Classy Olympiakos overwhelmed Estudi- 
ames 1 10-78 in a Group B Euroleague basketball match 
Thursday. 

Olympiakos dominated throughout the mutch with an 
impressive show of force inside the D and some lethal 
accuracy. 

Six players from the Greek side reached double figures as 
the Spaniards virtually threw in the towel midway through 
the second half. 

Teenager Dimitris Papanikolaou, who last week earned 
Olympiakos a thrilling one-point win over Cibona, was in 
explosive form with 19 points. Veteran pivot Panavotis 
Fasoulas had no match under the boards with IS points and 
12 rebounds. 

NBA recruit Willy Anderson added another 16 points to 
delight the S.OOD Olympiakos fans at the Athens Peace and 
Friendship Stadium. 

American guard Harper Williams notched 22 points for 
Estudiantes but was the only fire-power for the nervous 
visitors who made frequent mistakes with their paper-thin 
defence. 

With four wins from their first five games, Olympiakos 
are once again among the favourites for this season’s 
crown along with titleholders and big rivals Panathinaikos. 

Chiefs beat Seahawks 


KANSAS CITY (Rl — 
Marcus Allen scored two 
touchdowns and Pete Stoy- 
anovich had a pair of field 
goals as the Kansas City 
Chiefs beat the Seattle Sea- 
hawks. 34-16 in an AFC 
Western Division matchup 
Thursday. 

Allen scored the lOSth 
and 109th rushing touch- 
downs of his career. He has 
six this season, tying 
Miami’s Karim Abdul-Ja£ 
bar for the AFC lead. Allen 
missed most of the second 
half with a bruised right 
hip. 

Kansas City’s Steve Bono 
completed 17-of-26 passes 
for 194 yards and a touch- 
down. 

Third-year wide receiver 
Chris Penn had one of his 
best games as a pro with 
five receptions for 69 
yards. Penn, who had just 
four catches in his career 
entering 1996. leads the 
team with 25 receptions. 


Kimble Anders’ 15-yard 
scoring run with 3:41 left in 
the quarter pushed the 
advantage to 1 0-0. 

Allen's first score of the 
game came with 3:47 left in 
the half and extended the 
Chiefs lead to 17-0. The 
13-play, 8 1 -yard drive 
chewed up more than eight 
minutes and featured a pair 
of offsides penalties by the 
Seahawks, each in 3rd-and- 
short situations. 

The Seahawks (2-5) 
finally got on the board 
with 26 seconds left in the 
half when John Friesz 
directed a 14-play drive 
that was capped by Todd 
Peterson's 24-yard field 
goal. 

The Seahawks capitalised 
on a Greg Hill fumble early 
in the third quarter to halve 
the deficit. 

Allen cashed in another 
touchdown, again from one 
yard out. Bono directed an 


The Chiefs(5-2\took aj- 1 1-play drive that 


0 lead.on Their first posses- 
sion when Bono moved 
them 51 yards in nine 
plays, culminating with a 
45-yard field goal by Stoy- 
anovich. Bono found Penn 
for a 16-yard completion 
just before the kick. 


AlIeD convert 
and-1. 


a key 


saw 

3rd- 



Adanta Braves Andrew Jones jumps into the celebration after the Braves defeated 
the St. Louis Cardinals 15-0 to win the National League Championship. The Braves 
meet the New York Yankees in the World Series (Reuters photo) 

Rested Yankee hurlers 
ready for weary rivals 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
There is no tune to rest tor 
Atlanta after winning a 
seven-game showdown for 
the National League title. 

Now it is on to New York 
and a World Series matchup 
against the well-rested Yan- 
kees in a besi-of-seven 
series that begins here Sat- 
urday. New York players 
have relaxed since winning 
the American League 
crown Sunday. 

"It was important for us 
to win fast to get as much 
rest as possible.” said John 
Wetteland. New York's S4 
million a year relief pitcher. 
“We have a calmness, a 
feeling that we are going to 
get our chance to win.” 

” New York returns to the 
series for the first time in 
15 years, seeking a 23rd 
title in 34 appearances but 
their first series crown 
since 1978. 

Atlanta reached the World 
Series three of the past four 
years but won- their first 
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FLATINABDOUN 


FOR RENT 

First Floor, 3 Bedroomed, Fiat With 3 Bathrooms 
& Maid Room, Private Underground Garage 

And Store Room - Call 82241 8 


New Unfurnished Apartment For Rent 

First floor. 4 bedrooms (1 master), 3 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, living room, modem kitchen, 
storage room, balcony, garage, central heating. 
Location: Behind French School, Al Diyar. 
AAbdoun. 

f Contact: Raed at Tel. 66381 6 — 604386 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Embassy of the United States 


of 


America would like to solicit proposals for the 
supply of pure drinkable water and the 
installation of alarm systems and grill works for 
the residences owned or rented by the American 

For more information, please call Mr. Ziad 
Abd-Rabu at 820101, Ext. 2026, on Sunday, 
October 20. 1996. 




' Investment Opportunities 

A well established Jordanian multi - location 
company is seeking the following for expansion 
purposes: 

* Short & long Term High Interest Bearing Loans 
. * Capital Investments, (minimum JD 100.000 Per 
p p 5 - ~ ' r.fi investor or group I 

., Our company was established in 1960 and is the 
_ Reader in it’s industry, if you are seriously 
interested please call our message centre 
at 702969 and leave us a message with your name 
and a phone where we can reach you 
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(MODIFICATION NO.1) 
INVITATION 

Pre-qualification for Contractors 
Wastewater Collection and Treatment . 

Systems in the Greater Irbid Area 

North-East Irbid Pumping Station 
Contract No. (176/96) 

1- The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation through the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing/Government Tenders Directorate, 
invites experienced international contractors, 
who have implemented several pumping 
stations or wastewater treatment plants in the 
last 10 years and local contractors who have 
been classified by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing either as First Grade in the field ot 
Treatment Plants or joint venture of First Grade 
in Electro-mechanics, Second Grade in Water 
and Sewerage and Second Grade in Buildings 
to participate in the pre-qualification for the 
construction of the North-East Irbid Pumping 
Station. 

For all contractors a pre-qualification procedure 
will take place according to the Qualification 
Questionnaire. Foreign contractors are strongly 
encouraged to joint venture or associate with 
local contractors. 

2- The project is partially financed by .the 
Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau (KFW). the 
project consists of the construction of a 
pumping station (designed capacity: Q=700 
m3/h) including all civil, mechanical, electrical 
and pipe works. 

3- Qualification Questionnaires are available from 
the Government Tenders Directorate at the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing in Amman 
P.O. Box 1220, Tel (+)962 606 757, Fax (+)962 
606 751. 

4- The last date for the request of the Qualification 
Questionnaire is the 20th of October. 1996. 

5- Qualification Documents are due not later than 
12:00 hours. Jordan local time, on the 23rd 
November, 1996, to the office of the 
Government Tenders Directorate.' 

6- Qualification document will be publicly opened 
at 14:00 hours, Jordan local lime on the 23rd 
November, 1996, in the office of the 
Government Tenders Directorate, 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 
Eng. Naser Madadha 
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(MODIFICATION NO.1) 
INVITATION 

Pre-qualification for Contractors 
Wastewater Collection and Treatment 
Systems in the Greater Irbid Area 
Wadi Hassan Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Contract No. (175/96) 

1- The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
irrigation, through the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing/Government Tenders Directorate, 
invites experienced international contractors, 
who have implemented several wastewater 
treatment plants of similar size in the last 10 
years and local contractors who have been 
classified by the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing as First Grade in the field of Treatment 
Plants or joint venture of First Grade in following 
fields Water and Sewerage, Electro-Mechanical 
and Buildings to participate in the pre- 
qualification for the construction of the Wadi 
Hassan Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

For alt contractors a pre-qualification procedure 
will take place according to the Qualification 
Questionnaire. Foreign Contractors are strongly 
encouraged to joint venture or associate with 
local contractors. 

2- The project is partially financed by the 
Kreditanstalt fur. Wiederaufbau (KFW). The 
project consists of the construction of a 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (designed capacity 
population of 22,000 daily flow Qd=1600 m3/d. 
Extended Aeration system followed by 
Polishing Ponds), a Pumping Station (designed 
capacity 400 m3/h) and sewer force maing 
(approximately 4.5 km) including ail civil, 
mechanical and electrical works. 

3- Qualification Questionnaires are available from 
the Government Tenders Directorate at the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing in Amman 
P.O. Box 1220, Tel (+)962 606 757, Fax (+)962 
606 751. 

4- The last date for the request of the Qualification 
Questionnaire Is the 20th of October, 1996. 

5- Qualification Documents are due not later than 

12'00 hours, Jordan local time, on the 23rd 
November. 1996, to the office of the 

Government Tenders Directorate. 

6- Qualification document will be publicly opened 

at 14:00 hours. Jordan local time on the 23rd 
November, 1996, in the office of the 

Government Tenders Directorate. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 

Eng. Naser Madadha 
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crown in 1995. 

The Yankees have met the 
Braves twice in the World 
Series. losing in seven 
games in 1957 before win- 
ning in seven games the 
following year. The Braves 
were then bused in Milwau- 
kee. 

New York's acclaimed 
stoning pitchers are well 
rested. Right-handed David 
Cone plus lefties Andy Pet- 
titte, Jimmy Key and 
Kenny Rogers will have at 
least "a week off each and 
Wetteland was the only 
reliever used Sunday. 

"We feel like the only 
way we can lose is if our 
starting pitching gets blown 
out and with our pitching 
staff, that rarely happens," 
Yankee first baseman Tino 
Martinez said. 

Cone was sidelined most 
of the vear with an 


aneurysm in his pitching 
ami. but recovered liis form 
last month to finish 7-2 with 
a 2.S8 earned -run average. 

"It has been said 100 times, 
but good pitching beats good 
hitting." Yankee manager Joe 
Torre said. "The pitching has 
been a little better on our 
side.” 

Relief pitchers, primarily 
Wetteland and Mariano 
Rivera, have been vital to the 
Yankees. 

“Getting to the series is a 
step every team wants to 
take, but this learn has higher 
aspirations." Rogers said. 
"Everyone does their pan. 1 
know if I pitch six innings, 
with the bullpen we have. 1 
have done my job." 

Rivera, who averages more 
than a strikeout an inning, 
specialises in relief efforts in 
the seventh and eighth 
innings. 


1TTT 


nux 


T T T T 


SUPER DELUHE 


nr t 


hut 


mzr 


FLAT FOR RENT 


ixi.L.j..L rrrrn 

Second floor-210 m2, 2bedrooms + 1 Master j 
Bedroom - 2 Bathrooms- I Guest bathroom - i 
Made room with bathroom + Washing room- j 
Big Salon with dining room- living room + ] 

Full Kitchen (ALNO) ] 

Loco lion before McDonald’s restaurant, i 

Abdullah Gosh eh Main Street. 

. f . 1fT . |Tr .......... 1TirT1r rrnrnf ... i 


For more information coniact : 
Res.:S303 1 S Mobile: 079/2S050 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Water & irrigation 
Jordan Vatiey Authority 

Invitation of Tender - No. 11/96 
For The Water Management 
information System 

1. The Jordan Valley Authority of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan from the 
Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufban (KFW) for the 
upgrading of the water management information 
system (WMIS) and the full automation of the King 
Abdullah Canal. 

2. The Jordan Valley Authority now invites sealed 
bids from eligible bidders for the supply and 
installation of computers, and the migration and 
operation of the^WMIS) software. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information from the Jordan Valley Authority. 

P.O. Box : 2269 

Telephone : 962-6-689400 

Fax : 962-6-689916 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be 

purchased by any eligible bidder from the Tenders 
Directorate of JVA against a payment of a non- 
refundable fee of JD100. 

5. Time Schedule: 

- Purchase of Tender documents start as of Thursday 

morning Oct. 17, 1996 until 3 O'clock p.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 29. 1996. y 

- Site visit will be made on Wednesday Oct. 30, 1996- 

- Tenders accompanied by a bid security of JD 
equivalent to 5 per cent of the Bid Price should be 
submitted to the secretary of Tenders Committee of 
the JVA not later than 1 2 noon local time 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 1996 at the first floor of the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation/Shemesani. 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 
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Government, engineers 

m 

sign compromise accord 



By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment responded to the 
requests of the Jordan 
Engineers Association (JF V 
and signed late on Friday an 
agreement calling for a fair-'* 
in die public sector en t .- 
neers' basic salary. 

Ministers of Housing and 
Public Works Abdel Hadi 
Majaii and Administrative 
Developemm Kamel Nasser 
and JEA Vice-President 
Hosni Abu Ghida expressed 
satisfaction over the eight- 
point agreement, reached 
after a busy weekend of hec- 
tic consultations in which 
took part various ministers, 
including Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

Together with an unspeci- 
fied raise in the engineers* 
basic salary, the agreement 
stipulates that engineers will 
advance to higher levels of 
the public sector employees 
scale and that all engineers 
working on a daily basis will 
be granted a contract. 

The last point of the agree- 
ment calls for the establish- 
ment of a committee which 
will include representatives 
from the JEA and is sup- 
posed to submit amend- 
ments to the current by-laws 
regulating the engineers’ 
wage within the next three 
months. 

“Representatives from the 

JEA will be included in the 
committee in charge of dis- 
cussing the amendments to 
the current by-laws regulat- 
ing the allowances for the 
(public sector! engineers." 
Nlr. Majaii told the Jordan 


Times, adding that "both 
(the JEA and the govern- 
ment) should work togeth- 
er.” 

After the agreement was 
si gne d, the JEA called off a 
sit-in which was supposed to 
be staged Saturday in front 
of the Ministry of Housing 
and Public Works. 

As no figures whatsoever 

are mentioned in the text of 
the agreement and the quan- 
tity of the raise in the basic 
salary is not specified, some 
engineers told the Jordan 
Times that "what was signed 
(Friday) was a declaration of 
intents, rather than a real 
agreement" 

Some members of the 
JEA. who asked not to be 
identified, also complained 
that the agreement does not 
introduce any real immedi- 
ate measure, but “it just del- 
egates to the envisaged com- 
mittee every decision about 
the new regulations to be 
proposed" 

According to a commu- 
nique released last week, the 
JEA, 36,000-member 
strong, was asking for a 180 
per cent increase in the pub- 
lic sector engineers’ monthly 
wage, currently nearing 
JD215. 

The communique also said 
that the JEA was asking for 
an advancement of new 
graduate engineers from the 
sixth to the fifth grade of the 
public sector employees 
scale, which runs from tenth 
(the lowest) to first (the 
highest) grade. 

Referring to the lack of 
figures in the agreement. Mr. 
Abu Ghida commented that 
“this (the specific amount of 


the raise in engineers* wage) 
is not the point,” and said 
that “what matters is the 
serious interest in solving 
the problem showed by the 
government." 

He said after the JEA last 
week called for a sit-in and 
threatened to later organise a 
strike, the government 
promptly started negotia- 
tions to find a compromise. 

“The prime minister was 
constantly informed of all 
developments (in the gov- 
emment-JEA negotiations) 
and acted as a mediator” Mr 
Abu Ghida said, expressing 
satisfaction over the govern- 
ment's response to the 
requests advanced by the 
JEA. 

“After the escalation (in 
the JEA strategy), we (the 
JEA and the government) 
condensed our meetings in 
the last three days and sorted 
out our differences," Mr. 
Majaii said. 

Declaring “high respect 
for the JEA, which we (the 
government) considered a 
national institution, aiming 
at protecting the interests of 
its members,” the minister 
also said that “dialogue with 
the JEA started months ago. 
but was interrupted, due to 
some misunderstanding.” 

Mr. Abu Ghida told the 
Jordan 4 Times that the num- 
ber and the composition of 
the JEA-govemment joint 
committee in charge of 
proposing the new regula- 
tions related to the public 
sector engineers allowances 
will be announced “in the 
next couple of weeks." 


Settlers protest any troop 
withdrawal from Hebron 


HEBRON (AP) — 
Dozens of Jewish settler 
women and children 
blocked the entrance to 
Israel's military headquar- 
ters Friday to protest any 
troop pullout from this 
West Bank city. 

The demonstration came 
as Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators attempted to 
bridge disagreements over 
how to ensure the settlers' 
security and allow Israel 
to withdraw the bulk of its 
troops out of Hebron. 

The some 100 women 
and children outside the 
army headquarters in 
Hebron called on the gov- 
ernment to keep Israeli 
troops in the last West 
Bank city to remain under 
Israel's control. 

"The redeployment will 
put the Jewish people in 
danger, not only the 400 
Jews in Hebron, but also 
those in Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv and everywhere.” 
said Nadia Malar, a Jewish 
settler. 

“We demand from 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
he keep his promises and 
not redeploy from 


Hebron,” she added. 

The demonstration was 
the second in two days by 
settlers, indicating the 
political fallout Mr. 
Netanyahu will face from 
political hardliners once 
he goes ahead with the 
Hebron redeployment 

On Thursday dozens of 
Jewish settlers began fenc- 
ing in a plot of land near 
Hebron to mark the land 
as their property' before 
the Israeli army pulled 
out. 

Moshe Peled. deputy 
education minister and a 
member of the right-wing 
Tsomet Party, said that if 
Mr. Netanyahu redeployed 
troops out of Hebron he 
would recommend that 
Tsomet break its coalition 
with the prime minister's 
Likud Patty. The two par- 
ties ran on a joint ticket in 
the May elections. 

Israeli police late 
Thursday pulled down a 
fence that Jewish settlers 
had begun erecting around 
an Arab-owned hilltop 
near Hebron, Palestinians 
said. 

Landowners filed a com- 


plaint with a joint liaison 
office against about 30 
Jews from neighbouring 
Kiryat Arba settlement, 
most of them teenage stu- 
dents, who had laid claim 
to a land plot adjacent to 
their enclave. 

Police officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

The settlers hammered 
spikes around the sparsely 
planted hilltop and began 
extending barbed wires, 
sparking a row with 
Palestinian landowners, 
witnesses said. Police sep- 
arated the two sides and 
ordered settlers to halt the 
work. 

“This is our homeland 
which we inherited from 
father to son. We have cer- 
tificates to prove that this 
land belongs to us.” said 
Ali Jaber, a 32-year-old 
landowner. 

The accord required 
Israel to hand over most of 
Hebron to Palestinian 
police. The deployment 
was delayed by islamic 
suicide bombings in Israel 
in February and March. 
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KURDISH RIVALRY: Iraqi Kurdish fighters loyal to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) ride atop a truck 
through the northern Iraqi town of Koy Sanjaq on Thursday. Fighters of the Baghdad-backed Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) were reportedly advancing on the town on Friday (see page one) (Reuters photo) 


U.N. 
accuses 
Croats of 
hindering 
cooperation 
in Mo star 

MOSTAR. Bosnia- 

Heizegovina (AFP) — 
Croats are hindering all 
efforts at cooperation with 
the Muslims, their allies in 
the Muslim-Croat federation, 
an official with the U.N. 
refugee agency charged 
Friday. 

“There is full obstruction 
from cbe Croat side. They're 
showing everything except 
political interest and will,’' 
UNHCR official • Ariane 
Quentier told AFP here. 

Ms. Quentier said there had 
been slow progress on 
attempts to return refugees to 
their homes. 

She was speaking as aU.N. 
police spokesman in Sarajevo 
reported that a mob of Croat 
women had stopped and then 
stoned a bus •carrying 
Muslims returning from a 
visit to their former homes in 
a Croat-held area of Bosnia. 

Tbe bus was making a 
return trip from Capljina, a 
town where many Muslims 
were expelled by Bosnian 
Croats in 1993, U.N. police 
spokesman Patrick Svennson 
said. 

Troops from the NATO-led 
peace Implementation Force 
(IFOR) “responded to the 
scene and fired about five 
shots to disperse the crowd," 
he added 

The incident is the latest in 
a series involving the Croat 
authorities who appeared to 
have hardened their line on 
the return of Muslims and 
Serbs to areas under their 
control. 


Lebanon committee says Israel 
responsible for civilian injuries 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
five-nation committee moni- 
toring a truce accord in 
South Lebanon ruled Friday 
that Israeli troops were 
responsible for injuring 13 
civilians by shelling a 
Lebanese village. but 
stopped short of condemn- 
ing the Jewish state. 

■The Israeli forces are 
responsible for the manner 
in which they carried out. 
against a Lebanese armed 
group, counterfire which 
resulted in the damage and 
injuries in Safad A1 Battikh." 
a statement by the commit- 
tee said. 

The committee — com- 
prising representatives from 
France, Israel, 1 Lebanon, 
Syria and the United States 
— urged that “appropriate 
measures be taken by 
responsible authorities to 
ensure that such tragedies 
will not be repeated” 

“The monitoring group 
deplored the injuries caused 
to the Lebanese civilians in 
the village,” it added 

Under an April 26 accord 
which ended al 7-day Israel 
assault operation against 
Hizbollah guerrillas in South 
Lebanon, the two sides 
pledged to spare civilians 
and not to use local residents 
as human shields by mount- 
ing operations from inhabit- 
ed areas. 

Lebanon had filed a com- 
plaint against Israel’s 
shelling of Safad AJ Battikh 
on Oct.- 11, in which 13 
civilians were wounded 
four of them seriously. 

Meanwhile two militiamen 
in the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) were 
killed and two wounded 
Friday in a bombing in 
southern Lebanon claimed 
by Hizbollah, SLA radio 
said. 

Israeli military sources 


Unlikely scenario of military coup causes stir in Israel 


TEL AVIV <AFP) — One 
of Israel’s most respected 
defence experts has caused 
a ripple of unease in the 
Jewish slate by saying the 
country’s military leaders 
are so unhappy with gov- 
ernment policy that they 
could stage a coup. 

Zeev Maoz’s doomsday 
prediction in a report pub- 
lished this week drew 
scorn and indignation from 
the military top brass and 
leaders across the politi- 
cal spectra m. 

General Am non Shahak, 
the army's ehief-of-staff, 
dismissed the report by 
the director of the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
as “light-hearted musings 
aimed solely at filling 
newspaper columns.” 

Uzi Landau, a deputy in 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
Likud puny and president 
of the parliament's defence 
and foreign affairs com- 
mittee. was even more 
scathing. 

“A military coup! For 
anybody who knows any- 


thing about the Israeli 
army the hypothesis is quite 
frankly ridiculous,” Mr. 
Landau told AFP. 

Even Mr. Landau's 
Labour predecessor, Uri 
Orr, refused to entertain 
Mr. Maoz's analysis: Tt is 
not serious. Not only is the 
army command extreme- 
ly committed to democratic 
rules, but there is no mili- 
tary force capable of 
undertaking such an opera- 
tion.” said Mr. Orr. pointing 
‘out that two-thirds of the 
Israeli army is made up of 
reservists. 

But despite the barrage of 
denials and outright rub- 
bishing of his theory. Mr. 
Maoz insists the report is 
more than scare-monger- 
ing. 

“The crisis of confidence 
between the army and Mr. 
Netanyahu is so bad that 
one cannot dismiss out of 
hand a coup, although such 
a possibility remains highly 
unlikely." he said. 

He pointed to the assassi- 
nation of former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 


last year, and the massive 
shock inflicted on the 
Israeli psyche by the dis- 
covery that the killer was a 
Jew. 

“if you had asked me a 
year ago if it was possible 
that a prime minister 
could be assassinated by a 
military reservist I would 
never have thought it possi- 
ble. Today, there is nothing 
I will not rule out.” said 
Mr. Maoz. 

He said the coup theory 
had been made more of a 
possibility by the 

unprecedented powers put 
in the hands of Mr. 
Netanyahu, who in May 
became Israel's first-ever 
directly elected prime min- 
ister. 

“Army intervention does 
not have to take the form of 
a coup. It would be easy 
for them to issue an ultima- 
tum as they did before the 
war of June 1967, although 
it would take a different 
form this time ” he said. 

Israeli generals in 1967 
pul very strong pressure on 
the prime minister of the 


day. Levy Eshkol, to launch 
a pre-emptive strike 
against Egypt. 

Mr. Maoz's warning has 
followed reports of 
extremely tense relations 
between Mr. Netanyahu 
and the military top brass 
over his hardline policies 
towards both the 
Palestinians and the 
Syrians. 

A group of 30 soldiers 
wrote a joint letter to the 
prime minister last 1 week 
complaining ■ that his poli- 
cies were leading Israel 
towards an “unjustifiable 
war.” Newspaper reports 
have also said that Mr. 
Netanyahu believes army 
chiefs are too closely 
aligned to the policies of 
the previous Labour gov- 
ernment and has deliber- 
ately frozen the military out 
of the decision-making 
process. 

The magnitude of the cri- 
sis is not disputed by other 
experts and political 
commentators. 

“In effect, it is Netanyahu 
wh’o has carried out a 


putsch against the army as 
he no longer canvasses its 
views,” Amir Oren, military 
expert for the Haaretz 
newspaper, told AFP. 

He underlined Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision to 
open a highly controver- 
sial new entrance to a tun- 
nel close to Jerusalem’s Al 
Aqsa Mosque last month 
without consulting the mil- 
itary leadership. 

The tunnel opening trig- 
gered an eruption of 
Palestinian anger which 
led to gunbattles between 
Israeli forces and 
Palestinian police which 
left over 80 dead, including 
15 Israeli soldiers. 

Mr. Oren said that, in 
addition, the generals fear a 
"possible cut in the 
array's budget at a time 
when' the government's 
policies have increased 
the risks of war." 

He added that the mili- 
tary's concern over budget 
cuts is shared by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai — a former 
general. 


said the two SLA militiamen 
were killed by a booby-trap 
in the “security zone” occu- 
pied by in southern 
Lebanon. 

The SLA radio. Voice of 
the South, said the device 
blew up a passing vehicle on 
the Jarmak road in the centre 
of the “security zone." 
killing two fighters in the 
Israeli-armed Lebanese mili- 
tia and wounding two others. 

In a statement released in 
Beirut. the Hizbollah 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack against what it 
described as an “SLA troop 
transport” 

Lebanese police said 
meanwhile, that Israeli and 
SLA artillery shelled the 
Iqlim Al Tufah region and 
the outskirts of the village of 
Arab Salim, without causing 
any casualties. Israeli heli- 
copters also opened fire on 
suspected Hizbollah posi- 
tions in the area, police said. 

The violence came as the 
international ceasefire moni- 
toring committee wrapped 
up a meeting early Friday in 
the town of Naoqura on the 
Lebanese-Israeli border. 

The five-nation committee 
has been investigating the 
attack on Safad Al Battikh 
since Monday. 

Israel initially justified the 
shelling by saying Hizbollah 
had violated the trace by fir- 
ing mortars from inside a 
civilian area. But it later 
acknowledged that the 
source of fire was “from the 
edges" of a village. 

R>ur houses were also 
damaged along with the vil- 
lage’s power grid, telephone 
lines and water distribution 
network. 

The committee met three 
times in the town of Naqoura 
to study the complaint, and ' 
investigated on the ground in 


Safad Al Battikh and at 
Israeli positions from where 
the shells were fired. 

The final statement said: 
“In light of the findings of 
the verification missions, the 
monitoring group confirmed 
that the injuries and destruc- 
tion were caused by Israeli 
artillery fire. 

“The monitoring group 
affirmed by unanimity that 
all combatants are responsi- 
ble for the conduct of their 
military operations and that 
special prudence is required 
for such activity in the vicin- 
ity of civilian populated 
areas,” it added. 

However, it said the Israeli 
representative on the com- 
mittee “expressed sorrow for 
the injuries and damage, but 
maintained they were an 
unintended result of defen- 
sive counterfire” following 
an attack by Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas. 

The representative said 
Israel had “responded in a 
proportionate and restrained 
manner.” 

The Lebanese and Syrian 
delegates, however, held that 
the shelling was deliberate 
and voiced concern that the 
Israeli artillery action was 
aimed at raising tension to 
prepare the ground for a 
wider military operation. 

The Israeli representative 
denied such intentions. 

A Lebanese official 
expressed “relief* at the 
committee’s decision. 

He said the Lebanese and 
Syrian members had called 
for a condemnation of the 
Israeli action, but the move 
was resisted by the Israeli 
side which insisted the com- 
mittee was not a court and 
could not apportion blame. 


Israel is happy with Chirac 
decision over Orient House 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
said Friday it welcomed 
French President Jacques 
Chirac's decision not to 
send his foreign minister to 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) unof- 
ficial headquarters in East 
Jerusalem when he visits 
next week. 

Mr. Chirac’s spokes- 
woman, Catherine Colonna, 
said Thursday that the pres- 
ident decided not to take 
Herve De Charette to Israel 
with him in protest at Israeli 
opposition to a visit by the 
foreign minister to the 
Orient House. 

But Israel chose not to see 
Mr. Chirac's decision as a 
snub, instead saying it was 
“satisfied” Mr. De Charette 
would not be going to the 
Orient House. 

“We have reminded our 
French partners over recent 
days of our position on this 
subject and we are satis- 
fied,” said Israeli foreign 
ministry spokesman Danny 
Shek. 


“Israel is opposed to any 
political or diplomatic 
activity by the Palestinian 
■Authority in Jerusalem” 
Mr. Shek said. 

Israel has banned such 
activity in East Jerusalem 
which it captured and 
annexed in 1967 and has 
steadfastly opposed diplo- 
matic visits by foreign dig- 
nitaries to the Orient House. 

The Jewish state has 
declared Jerusalem its 
“eternal and undivided cap- 
ital” a move recognised by 
few countries. The 
Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as their own 
future capital. 

Mr. De Charette, who is 
accompanying Mr. Chirac 
on the rest of his Middle 
East tour, will visit Egypt 
instead when the president 
goes to Israel on Monday. 

French Secretary of State 
for Health Herve GaymanJ 
will instead visit the Orient 
House. 


Queen to arrange 
royal farafly trip* 
to save money 

LONDON (AFP) _ 
Queen Elizabeth S wants 
to take over managing trav. 
el expenses for members# 
the royal family is osdet to 
save taxpayers’ money 
Buckingham Pa&c« 
announced Thursday, The 
proposal, backed by the 
Conservative govemmeat 
and the Labour opposition 
is expected to mean that die 
royal train and the queen's 
flight of aircraft will he 
used less, the palace said. If 
parliament approves the 
new arrangement, 

Buckingham Palace wig 
take over responsibility 
next April for deciding how 
the annual allowance fov- 
royal travel will be spent. A 
detailed report on the costs 
of royal trips is published 
every year. At present, the" 
royal family’s trawl 
allowance comes to £9 mfl. 
lion ($14 million) a yea;, 
most of which comes from 
the Ministry of Defence. 
The new arrangements do 
not include the upkeep of 
the royal yacht Britanma 
which the government has 
decided will be “retired” in 
1997 in order to save tax- 
payers £17 million ($272 
million) in refurbishing 
costs. Palace sources said 
the decision was taken in 
September at the six 
monthly “summit” of lead- 
ing members of the royal 
family at Balmoral Castle 
in Scotland. Twice a year.- 
the queen, her busbamfr 
Prince Philip, their four 
children and senior royal 
advisers meet to discuss the 
future of the monarchy. 

Clinton makes gaffe 

on U.S. constitution 

SANTA ANA (R) — JJ S, 
President Bill Climbs 


mixed up 
Thursday. 


his tiistory 
quoting a 


famous line in President 
Abraham Lincoln's 

Gettysburg address but 
crediting it to the U.S. con- 
stitution and the 
Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. “Our friends on fee 
other side, they complain 
about government all the 
time.” Mr. Clinton said ^ 
Republicans during an orir 
door rally. “They set it up 
as the enemy, it's govern- 
ment versus the people. 
The last time I checked, the 
constitution said, ‘of the 
people, by the people an d 
for the people.' That’s whal 
the- Declaration of 
Independence says,” Ml 
C linton declared. Actually, 
the famous words were 
uttered by Lincoln in his 
famous speech dedicating 
the national cemetery at tire 
civil war battlegrounds in 
Pennsylvania, Republic® 
Bob Dole's campaign 
issued a statement calling 
Mr. Clinton's comments “a 
presidential gaffe of his- 
toric proportions." 

Wright brothers 
number plates 
create turbulence 

CHARLOTTE (R) —.The ■ 
legacy of pioneer avial . 
the Wright brothers has ® 
a spot of turbulence. .The 
dispute between North 
Carolina, where Wilbur and 
Orville Wright made the 
first airplane flight in 19QJ* 
and Ohio, where they wot 
born, has reached grow®!- 
level — car bumpers to i* 
exact. North Carolma h* 
for years decorated i® 
vehicle number plates with 
the slogan: “First in.fiig^ 
Now Ohio plans to cti®* 
on board by introducing * i 
vehicle tag sayfrj . 
“Birthplace of aviation* 
The Vi rgini an-Pilot news- 
paper said state legisfa®#* 
civic activists and 
commentators have jotufj 
the dogfight, saying ®* 
Ohio slogan is inaccu©®* 

A meeting of the first fligf 
centennial commission Jf: 
Kill Devil Hills, 
Carolina, brought ’ 
people from both sides*® 
they agreed there was.ro?* 
for both slogans, then^ 
paper said. 







